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THE MINISTER OF WORKS, acting on recommendations 
by the Historic Buildings Councils for England, for Scotland 
and for Wales, has offered grants totalling about £50,000 
m respect of 23 buildings. 


THE NUMBER of permanent houses completed in Great 
Britain during February was 19,786 compared with 20,118 
; p. 638 


IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS on March 31, Mr. 
Harold Macmillan moved a new clause to the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Bill, the effect of which was to take out 
of the Rent Acts dwelling-houses erected or provided by 
conversion after the date of the commencement of the Bill 

p. 640 


in February, 1953. 


when it became an Act. 


p. 637 


AN APPEAL to local authorities has been made by Mr. G. W. 
Grosvenor , president, NFBTE, to study the report of the 
Joint Committee on Tendering Procedure and to consider 
sertously the abandonment of the costly practice of indis- 
crimmate tendering which has been condemned by each of 
the many committees which have dealt with the subject. p. 643 


F, ROM HIS OWN LAKE a Derbyshire builder plans to 
provide a private water supply to a thousand-house estate, 


which his firm hopes to develop at Wingerworth. 





p. 643 


SUB-CONTRACTORS AND THE 
ROBERTSON REPORT 


CASUAL observers are apt to assume that the building 

industry is conservative and unchanging. In fact, 
during the last 50 years or so there have been very great 
changes both in methods of construction and in the structure 
of the building industry. To a large extent, of course, the 
changes in the structure of the industry are the result of these 
new methods of construction and of developments in the 
mechanical equipment of buildings. In consequence of 
these changes, specialist firms have come into existence who, 
as sub-contractors, carry out a substantial proportion of the 
work involved in the larger building contracts. Some forms 
of sub-contracting, however, probably owe their origin to 
financial rather than to technical considerations, the general 
contractor finding it more profitable to get such things as 
plastering and painting done by sub-contractors in those 
trades than to do them himself. But whatever the causes, the 
fact is that the sub-contractors now play a major part in the 
industry; the Simon Committee of 1944 suggested that on 
some contracts as much as two-thirds of the work might be 
done by specialists and sub-contractors. 

If all this seems elementary to our readers it is, neverthe- 
less, important that it should be had clearly in mind when 
considering the problems to which the growth of sub-con- 
tracting has given rise. These problems are of two kinds. 
First, there is the question of what tendering and contract 
arrangements are most likely to make for efficient building. 
Second, there are the organisational tensions which came to 
the surface so markedly last summer when the Federation of 
Associations of Specialists and Sub-contractors [FASS] de- 
clined the Robertson Committee’s invitation to participate 
in certain aspects of its work. 

Unfortunately, the Robertson Committee missed the oppor- 
tunity of making a really constructive contribution on both 
these points. With regard to tendering for sub-contracts, the 
Report is somewhat lacking in clarity since it does not suffi- 
ciently distinguish between the different classes of sub- 
contract work. The Simon Report divided sub-contract work 
into three classes : (a) craft processes (e.g., plumbing, painting, 
masonry); () constructional work (e.g., structural steel, 
reinforced concrete, floors); and (c) mechanical equipment 
(e.g., heating, ventilating, lifts). Different considerations arise 
in regard to tendering and the placing of contracts for each 
of these different classes of work, and the Robertson Com- 
mittee would have done a useful piece of work if it had set 
out these considerations in more detail. 

The members of the Robertson Committee were, of course, 
quite well aware of these distinctions between the various 
classes of work, and in general their recommendations appear 
to be sound. The trouble is that these recommendations are 
in such general terms that they are not likely to give architects 
and others the guidance they want. It may be said, of course, 
that it was not the task of the Robertson Committee to draw 
up anything in the nature of a detailed code of practice, but 
to give guidance for the benefit of a wider public and to 
make recommendations on general policy matters ; if so, it is 
even more unfortunate that the paragraphs dealing with sub- 
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contracts are in such general terms—it cannot be assumed that — approach to their claims will not do. 
the public are as familiar with the distinction between the In commenting upon these matters last June, when the 
various types of sub-contracting as are those who are actually sub-contractors’ refusal of co-operation became known, we 


engaged in the industry. 


suggested that, as soon as the Robertson Committee haq 


The Robertson Committee doubtless felt itself handicapped _ finished its work, an impartial committee should be set up to 
by the absence of representatives of the sub-contractors, and review this problem. That time has now come. Since the 
it might have been better if FASS had accepted the invitation | Robertson Committee is to be succeeded by a permanent 
given to them. Though they were not offered full membership —_ Joint Consultative Committee on contract and general building 
of the Committee, they were offered a guarantee that no _ procedure, it might be useful if that Committee at its early 
recommendations affecting sub-contractors would be made meetings gave consideration to what additional bodies 


without their Federation being given an opportunity to dis- should be invited to join them—among whom, one would 
cuss them fully; further, an opportunity would have been think, FASS should certainly be included. If such talks 
given to them to associate themselves with or to criticiseany do not reach a satisfactory conclusion, then an independent 


recommendations of the Committee, any such comments to committee should be set up to go into the matter. It is very 
have appeared in the Report itself. But, although FASS much to be hoped that the main problem—the financial 
might have adopted a more co-operative attitude, there is position of the sub-contractors and specialists under present 


much to be said for the evident wish of the sub-contractors contract forms 





will be resolved quickly. The sooner it js 


and specialists to be treated as an equal partner in the industry. _ solved, the sooner all sections of the industry can get down to 
As pointed out earlier, the sub-contractors and specialists are | the more important task of working out together contract 
now responsible for a substantial proportion of the work done _ procedures designed to make for good and efficient building. 
by the building industry, and for that reason a grudging =‘ That, after all, is what really matters. 





NOTES & NEWS 


BATH ASSEMBLY 


*‘ ToHN Woop anv His Times ’”’ will be 

the theme of the Bath Assembly cele- 
brations, which are to take place in Bath 
from May 15 to 29. John Wood was an 
eighteenth-century surveyor-architect who 
practised in Bath from 1727-1754 and 
designed many buildings there, but his 
highest creative achievement was_ his 
unique planning of road forms in the 
crescent and circus. 

He planned the beginnings of the 
-eighteenth-century City of Bath. His 
first work was Queen-square, from which 
leads Gay-street towards the Circus, his 
final composition. 


Outside No. 24, Queen-square on’ 


May 22 a ceremony will take place to 
celebrate the bicentenary of John Wood’s 
death (he died May 23, 1754). 'To this 
ceremony have been invited prominent 
architects of Great Britain and of other 
countries. 

John Wood was the architect respon- 
sible for many other buildings in this 
country and among the most prominent 
are the Liverpool Town Hall and the 
Corn Exchange in Bristol. Because of 
this connection arrangements have been 
made with the civic authorities of these 
two cities to receive from Bath a plaque 
to be placed on each of these two buildings 
indicating the name of the architect and 
that the plaque is being presented by the 
City of Bath. 


ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION 


THE BatH Group OF ARCHITECTS has 
organised an exhibition to take place in the 
Octagon, built as an eighteenth-century 
chapel in 1767 and now mainly used by 
various societies in Bath interested in 
different branches of the arts. This 
architecture exhibition will consist of 
photographs of John Wood’s work in 
Bath and elsewhere, together with photo- 
graphs of the works of his contemporaries, 
not only in the British Isles but in other 
countries. "The exhibition will be opened 
to the public on May 15. 

A pamphlet on John Wood is being 








THE COOPERS’ HALL, BRISTOL. This fine example of Georgian archi- 
tecture at King-street, Bristol, which was designed by William Halfpenny and 
built in 1744, has been scheduled as an Ancient Monument. Until recently it was 
being used as a warehouse. It will in future be used in connection with the adjoining 
Theatre Royal, and restoration work now in hand includes repairs to the ceiling of 
the Minstrels’ Gallery above the Great Hall. Together with these buildings, the 
Bristol Corporation intend to preserve the St. Nicholas Almshouses, built in 1652, 
which are shown on the right. A view of the street reprodi.ced from a drawing by 
Arthur C. Fare, RWA, appeared in our issue of Fanuary 29 last. 
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repared by one of the Bath architects 
and this, it is anticipated, will disclose 
some information about John Wood not 
previously published. 
John Summerson, the Director of the 
Soane Museum, will give a talk on British 
architecture during the Assembly. 

Many other events have been arranged 
including concerts, opera, ballet, poetry 
reading and a floral ball. 


HISTORIC CHURCHES FUND 


SINCE it was formed in September, 1952, 
the Historic Churches Preservation Trust 
has received £400,433 in gifts and prom- 
is. A report on the work of the Trust 
to the end of last year shows that grants 
totalling £56,950 were voted to 143 
churches in the 42 dioceses of England and 
to seven Free Churches. Four churches 
indifferent dioceses have been voted loans. 

This is described as a “ useful start in 
tuckling an immense problem,’’ by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Fisher, 
writing as chairman of the Trustees. 
Churches aided in 1953 include some of the 
largest and most magnificent in the 
country, such as Long Melford in Suffolk, 
Ludlow in Shropshire and Hexham Abbey 
in Northumberland. 

Dr. Fisher states that the problem of 
maintaining such churches is comparable 
with that of cathedrals, and posterity 
would never forgive this generation if they 
were allowed to fall into ruin. But not 
less important has been the task of saving 
from decay the small and little known 
but exceedingly lovely village churches 
which are such an essential part of the 
English landscape and of English com- 
munity life. 

Since the report on last year’s work of 
the Trust was issued, a further announce- 
ment, made on March 25, refers to another 
114 grants totalling £50,625. A sum of 
£40,225 is for 89 churches in the province 
of Canterbury, £10,050 for 23 churches 


' in the province of York, and £350 for 


two Free Church places of worship. 

The biggest grants are £2,000 each to 
St. Oswald, Durham, and St. Cuthbert’s, 
Darlington, to enable work already begun 
tocontinue. A grant of £500 is made for 
the preservation of the detached wooden 

lfry at Pembridge, Herefordshire, and 
one of £1,000 for work made necessary 
by the death-watch beetle in the roof 
of the parish church at Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset. 


AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE 


To GAIN THE DEGREE of Bachelor of 


' Architecture at Auckland University Col- 


lege, University of New Zealand, a full- 
time attendance is required for four of the 
five years of the course ; the final year 
being devoted to the preparation of a 
thesis. However, the Diploma course 


, takes the form of four years or less full- 
_ time study, as there are fewer examina- 


tion subjects. The minimum require- 
ment is full-time attendance for the third 
and fourth years of the course. Holders 
of the University’s degree or diploma are 
cligible after a period of practical experi- 
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subject to an examination in professional 
practice. The examples of students’ work 
illustrated in the College’s 1954 prospectus 
are of a high standard, and indicate that the 
tuition available is comparable with that 
of the more progressive of the British 
schools of architecture. 


ARCHITECTURE CLUB SUPPER 


A supPER of the Architecture Club was 
held at Chez Auguste, Soho, on Wednes- 
day, March 17, under the chairmanship 
of the president, Viscount Esher, and was 
followed by a discussion on the question 
“What has happened to Post-War Plan- 
ning ?’’? The discussion was opened by 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie and the president 
and was continued by Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, 
Mr. W. G. Fiske, Mr. A. S. G. Butler, 
Sir George Pepler, Mr. Sylvester Sullivan, 
Dr. Thomas Sharp, Mr. Gerald Wilson, 
Mr. Peter Shepheard and the Hon. Lionel 
Brett. 


COMPETITION AWARD 


Mr. K. S. Lawrie, a former student of 
the Aberdeen School of Architecture, 
Robert Gordon’s Technical College, who 
is now employed with a leading firm of 
architects in Toronto, has been awarded 
the second prize of 650 dollars in an 
architectural competition sponsored by a 
Canadian journal. The contest was to 
design a house suitable for the temperate 
zones of Canada from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 


RICS SUMMER MEETING 


THE RoyAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED 
SURVEYORS have now issued further details 
of the programme of the Institution’s 
annual summer meeting, which is to be 
held at Harrogate, Yorkshire, from June 9 
to 12 next. A full and varied programme 
is indicated and members who are attend- 
ing are asked to complete and return their 








COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 10 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (NORTH-EAST 
BRANCH).—AGM, followed by a paper, “‘ RIBA Form 
of Contract,’’ by Mr. F. G. Ing, FIArb, ARICS. 
Royal Station Hotel, York. 2.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF CLERKS OF WoRKS.—Annual dinner 
at which Mr. Howard Robertson, president, RIBA, 
will be the chief guest. Church House Restaurant, 
Westminster. 6.30 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 12 

RIBA.—Library Group meeting. Mr. W. A. Eden, 
MA, FSA, FRIBA, will talk about Marble Hill House, 
Twickenham, and Roger Morris. 66, Portland-place, 
W1. 6 p.m. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL Society.—‘ Architectural Im- 
pressions of Italy and France after 60 Years,’’? by 
Mr. Arthur E. Henderson, FSA, FRIBA(Ret.). 2, 
Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDING ESTIMATORS.—Meeting, 
followed by debate ‘“ That estimators would be more 
efficient if relieved of general surveying duties.”’ 
Albert Tavern, 52, Victoria-street, SW1. 7 p.m. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13 

RIBA.—‘ The Planning of Lift Installations in 

Commercial Buildings,’’ by Mr. P. T. Fletcher, BSc, 


MIMechE. 66, Portland-place, W1. 6 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 
IAAS (NORTHERN COUNTIES _BRANCH).—‘‘ The 
New Bye-Laws,’’ by Mr. T. Woodroffe, AIAS. Guild- 
ford Hotel, The Headrow, Leeds, 1. 7.45 p.m. 


RICS.—‘* A New Approach to Single Price-Rate 
Approximate Estimating,’’ by Mr. W. James, FRICS. 
12, Great George-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (EAST ANGLIAN 
BRANCH).—AGM. Assembly House, Norwich. 7.30 
p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Lunch at which 
Mr. R. S. Williams, president of the Association, will 
be present. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, High- 
street, Kensington, W8. 1 p.m. 
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applications as soon as possible and in any 
case not later than April 30. 

The Institution have also just published 
the 1954 supplement to the 1953 list of 
members. 


HOUSING CONFERENCE 


Sirk Davin Ecctes, Minister of Works, 
will open the Housing Centre’s annual 
conference which is to take place at 
County Hall, London, from July 21 to 23. 
The title of this year’s conference is 
‘** Operating the Act.’’ Most of the time 
will be devoted to the discussion of prac- 
tical problems of operating the new hous- 
ing legislation. The following papers will 
be read : 

‘* Planning a Programme for the Blighted 
Areas,”” by Mr. D. W. Riley, AMTPI, 
MIMunE ; “ Methods of Slum Clearance 
and Improvement,”’ by Mr. Colin Brown ; 
““ Management and Social Problems of 
Slum Clearance,’ by Mr. J. L. Drewery ; 
‘Can Private Enterprise Help Local 
Authorities to Carry Out the New Housing 
Policy ?”’ by Mr. Clifford Culpin, FRIBA, 
and Mr. Norman Wates. 

A special discussion will take place on 
“* Housing in Stone Districts.”’ 


CHURCH PRESERVATION 


A RvutTLanp’- Historic CHURCHES 
PRESERVATION ‘TRUST was formed on 
March 13, at a meeting at Preston Hall, 
near Uppingham. It will be affiliated to 
the Historic Churches Preservation Trust. 
Mr. W. M. Codrington, Lord Lieutenant 
of the county, will be president of the 
Rutland Trust, the Bishop of Peterborough 
vice-president, and Rear-Admiral S. L. 
Bateson chairman. 


SHOP DESIGN 


THE BASIC principles of good shop 
design are discussed in a paper by Mr. 
Ellis E. Somake, FRIBA, staff architect 
to a leading firm of shoe manufacturers, 
which is reproduced in the current edition 
of the journal of the Plymouth branch of 
the Devon and Cornwall Society of 
Architects. Mr. Somake has designed 
some excellent shops of the “‘ open front ”’ 
type, a few illustrations of which accom- 
pany the article. 

Another feature in this issue of the 
journal deals with building with slate and 
in it Mr. George F. Setchell, LIOB, 
refers to the slate taken from the Delabole 
quarry on the north Cornish coast, which 
has been worked continuously for more 
than 400 years. 


AN APPOINTMENT 


Mr. FREDERICK GIBBERD, CBE, FRIBA, 
who has already been commissioned by 
the Hull Corporation as the architect for 
the new College of Technology at the 
eastern end of Queen’s-gardens, has been 
recommended by a sub committee of Hull 
town planning committee for appoint- 
ment as consultant architect on all aspects 
of development for the proposed civic 
centre in Queen’s-gardens. 


PETERLEE COMMISSION 


ProFessor J. S. ALLEN, FRIBA, BArch 
(L’pool), MTPI, of King’s College, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, has been com- 
missioned by the Peterlee Development 
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Corporation to design the layout of the 
Denehouse site at Peterlee, and to design 
the houses for the first phase in the develop- 
ment of the site. 


RETIREMENTS 


Mr. E. G. CaTcHPOLe, Plymouth City 
Architect from 1936 until 1951, and since 
then Co-ordinating Architect for the 
City Centre Reconstruction, has retired. 
He went to Plymouth in 1927 as deputy 
borough architect, and was president of the 
Devon and Cornwall Architectural Society 
in 1935. He will remain in Plymouth in 
his retirement. 


Mr. J. L. Pickertnc, LRIBA, architect 
to Bermondsey Borough Council, has 
retired owing to ill-health. Mr. Pickering, 
who is 54 years of age, has been with the 
council for nearly 30 years. 


LMBA APPEAL 


‘THE AMOUNT SUBSCRIBED to the Imme-~ 
diate Past President’s Appeal for financial 
support from members of the London 
Master Builders Association to the work 
of the City and Guilds of London Institute 
now exceeds £1,000. The actual total of 
payments and covenants received is more 
than £1,038, to which can be added £250 
given by the LMBA itself. Over £470 
of this has been promised in signed 
covenants for seven years. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. C. Cow Les-Voysey, FRIBA, is retiring from 
practice. His practice will be carried on by Messrs. 
JOHN BRANDON-JONES, ROBERT ASHTON and JOHN 
BROADBENT, AA.RIBA, with whom he has been associated 
in the past. The name of the firm will be Brandon- 
Jones, Ashton and Broadbent, and they will practise 
from 2, Redington-road, Hampstead, NW3 (Tel.: 
Hampstead 4297). 


Mr. GEORGE FAIRWEATHER, FRIBA, has taken into 
partnership Mr. Eric RHEINBERG, ARIBA, AADip 
(Hons), and Mr. GEOFFREY L. CANNON, ARIBA. 
The firm will in future practise under the style of 
MEssrs. GEORGE FAIRWEATHER AND PARTNERS, 28-30, 
Wigmore-street, London, W1 (Tel. : Welbeck 5489/0). 


T. McEwan Porter, ARIBA, AADip(Hons), and 
PETER WAKEFIELD, ARIBA, associates of the late G. 
Blair Imrie, MBE, FRIBA, of Teffont Magna, Salis- 
bury, have formed a partnership to continue his prac- 
tice and that of B. Wakefield and Son of 18, Orchard- 
street, Bristol, 1. They will continue to practise from 
the same addresses pending the establishment of a 
combined office. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, April 8, 1854 


ARCHITECTS’ ASSISTANTS.—Allow me to 
ask your sympathy in behalf of the 
assistants of the architectural profession. 
Persons engaged in the executive depart- 
ment throughout the metropolis have for 
some time past made it a rule for their 
men to leave their employment at an earlier 
hour on Saturdays. The same may be 
said of many of the mercantile houses in 
the City. And why should not the same 
privilege be extended to the architects’ 
assistants, who are mostly confined in 
offices for eight or nine hours per diem, 
and who would be only too happy to avail 
themselves of the opportunity which 
would be afforded them for recreation and 
imprevement both of body and mind, if 
the time for closing architects’ offices on 
Saturdays could be fixed at one o’clock 
p.m. ? and thus during the long days a 
few hours would be afforded them for 
professional improvement in the ways 
you have at times so wisely suggested. 


SET SQUARE. 


THE BUILDER 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THE TENDERING REPORT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The report on tendering which 

has been produced under the egis 

of the RIBA evokes, to my way of think- 
ing, two main reactions : 

First, that it contains nothing new 
and, in fact, recommends practices 
which all ‘“‘ go-ahead ’’ architects have 
been adopting for years ; 

Second, that it has taken this com- 
mittee 12 months of constant delibera- 
tion to produce no less than the 
“* obvious.”’ 

Another recent instance of the speed 
with which the Institute works arises 
from the Wokingham Experimental School 
as, when the Association of Education 
Committees invited the RIBA to nominate 
two of its members to serve on its com- 
mittee to inquire into and report upon 
this expensive experiment of the Ministry 
of Education, the Institute deliberated 
nearly four months before deciding to take 
no action. 

In the light of these and other similar 
events, can one be surprised at the dis- 
satisfaction that so many of its members 
express at the activities and lack of activity 
of the RIBA ? 

Again, we all remember the well-known 
““Declaration’’ of the Institute which 
architects were all recommended to adopt, 
to protect themselves and their clients 
against the machinations of building price 
rings. Well, believe it or not, Sir, there 
are still members on the RIBA Council 
and its committees who took part in the 
framing of the declaration, yet who, when 
approached soon after its publication as 
to putting it into practice, gave the most 
puerile and pathetic excuses for taking no 
action. It may well be that this Report 
on Tendering will suffer a similar fate ! 

There is, in the minds of many of its 
members, the opinion that, in spite of its 
brilliant President, the RIBA is suffering 
from a surfeit of official-minded Official 
Architects whose motto is ‘ Safety-first 
at any price,’ and the speed of whose 
activities renders them liable to be run 
over by a funeral procession at any time. 

It is high time that a “ ginger group ”’ 
was formed to prod into life these ‘“‘ belt 
and braces’’ boys! In consequence many 
will welcome the formation of a trade union 
for architects which can relieve the RIBA 
of the “ business ’’’ side of the profession, 
thus allowing it to revert to the status ofa 
learned Society only and for which it is 
better’ fitted. 

SrwNEY LowetH [FSA, FRIBA]. 
Flat 3G., Hotel Imperial, Hythe, Kent. 


SPECIALISTS AND 
SUB-CONTRACTORS AND THE 
TENDERING REPORT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The Joint Committee on Tender- 
ing Procedure has now reported. 
This Federation sufficiently indicated in 
a previous announcement why it was 
anxious to be a party to the inquiry. The 
efficiency and prosperity of the industry 
will not be promoted by reiteration; but 
the Federation is not, therefore, to be 
taken to agree with the Committee’s 
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recommendations on 
matters. 

‘It is, however, justifiable to comment, 
first, that no practical suggestion for qa 
reduction of building costs emerges from 
the Report—a matter in which the public 
is more interested than in_ tendering 
procedure; and_ secondly, that the 
decision announced in Section VI of the 
Report to enlarge for specific purposes 
the functions and membership of the Joint 
Consultative Committee misses an oppor- 
tunity for constructive statesmanship. 
The occasion might have been used with 
more imagination to bring together all 
sections of the industry in a common 
purpose and in the public interest, rather 
than to make permanent the exclusion of 
interests which have an equally good claim 
to be heard. Finally, it may be permissible 
to record that the Simon Committee, 
whose work the Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee is intended to carry on, included 
representation of this Federation. 

D. C. Mattia, Director, 
Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-contractors. 


Artillery House, SW1. 


SIGHTHILL CHURCH 
COMPETITION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— I visited the Sighthill Competition 
exhibition in Edinburgh just before 
it closed and, although a competitor, | 
was then unaware of the assessors’ 
decisions, which I have just read in The 
Builder. The official notification of 
awards which I received stated that “ the 
work of judging the entries has not been 
completed,’’ and gave only the first four 
premiated names. There was no mention 
of. other proposals, and the inference, 
based on the only evidence available, is 
that certain decisions were made only 
after four envelopes had been opened! 
While I think that the promoters deserve 
praise for holding the competition, and it 
would be unfortunate to cause them 
embarrassment, nevertheless the fact that 
the assessors did not comply with their 
own conditions seems to me to cast doubt 
on the legality of the decisions. 

The conditions stated definitely that 
designs outside the cost limit “ shall be 
excluded from the competition,’’ and yet 
in spite of the statement by the assessors 
that eight were ‘‘ disqualified, ’’ these 
eight were in fact not disqualified, in so 
far as they received something better 
than an honourable mention and are now 
recommended to be invited to a limited 
competition. 'These circumstances must 
be very upsetting to others who whittled 
down their designs, thereby losing some 
architectural quality, and now find that 
their skill has been to their disadvantage. 
In my own case I would not have competed 
had I not thought that many would fail to 
cope with costs and thereby be out of the 
running. Of the 20 ‘selected ’’ designs, 
those which were too costly should surely 
have been put aside and others looked 
for to replace them ? 

Your suggestion on page 579 of last 
week’s issue to hold a new competition 
seems to me the answer to the difficulties, 
assuming of course that disqualified 
designs do not gain an advantage ovef 
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others by being allowed to enter a limited 
competition. If an assessor were chosen 
who has not seen the exhibition then 
present competitors could re-submit the 
same design. 

It would be interesting to know whether 
the design placed first could in fact be 
built for the sum available as, although 
the report in The Builder implies this, it 
does not actually state it. 

CoMPETITOR. 


«*s In view of the interest which this competition has 
created in Scotland, we are publishing this unsigned 
letter, contrary to our usual practice, as the author 
might well be handicapped in giving his name, were a 
new competition to be held.—Eb. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Surely it is a most lamentable 

state of affairs to read in The Builder 

that out of 83 designs submitted for this 

competition for a church costing £45,000, 

the assessors were unable to commend at 
least one of them. 

Quite frankly, it gave me a pain in the 
neck to see these cockeyed plans. Most 
designs appear to be a cross between a 
dog-legged coffin and a municipal bus 
shelter. "This mongrel type of building 
does not deserve the name of architecture. 
These plans deserve no less fate than 
burning, but perhaps that would be a 
waste of time and matches ! 

In Scotland, there are many beautiful 
churches, with traditions going back a 
thousand years. Let Church of Scotland 
architects seek inspiration there. There 
is no need to go further. 

J. E. Rutnp [Dipl.Arch.(Aber.)]. 


Weybourne, nr. Farnham, Surrey. 


MANAGEMENT IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your editorial on the Fawley 
Project Report and the _corres- 
pondence arising about the suggested 
Code of Management Practices for the 
Constructional Industry are most timely 
in relation to the current expansion of 
construction activity. The general accept- 
ance of the desirability of the production 
of this Code may well be the means of 
galvanising our diverse and _ divided 
members into co-operative action. "This 
immense task should be tackled imme- 
diately and systematically, as I am sure 
it is generally realised that it will be for 
the benefit of all phases of our industry. 

We have an abundance of reasonably 
satisfactory technical information, although 
there is scope for its improved presenta- 
tion. But we lack adequate data on 
management principles and practices as 
applied to building, both theoretically 
and from the practical experience of 
professional and construction executives. 
No one would deny that we have the 
talent and the knowledge within our ranks 
and the ability to create this Code of 
Practice, but it is all unco-ordinated and 
held by the various professional, trade, 
government, union, research and academic 
bodies and firms of our industry. 

We have been given the example at 
Fawley ;_ we all know examples of suc- 
cessful jobs that have not been publicised, 
we have the reason to create the 
Code in the national reconstruction pro- 
gramme ; and we all have the opportunity 
to apply management tools and techniques. 
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It is in our hands now to apply them daily 
in our ordinary routines, on jobs big or 
small, if only we were more conscious of 
what to do. It is, therefore, desirable that 
we should adopt a national, social outlook, 
rather than a private, personal one, which 
will be best expressed in a desire to 
publish abroad and share our knowledge 
of new facts and methods. Let us 
remember that it is not only knowledge 
that counts in commerce; it is the how, 
when and where to use the information and 
facts effectively, and adapt them to 
circumstances, that gives each one of us 
our special economic advantage. 

How can this research be instigated? asks 
Mr. Woodbine Parish. Call an all-interests 
conference, suggests Mr. Trench; form an 
advisory pre-planning association, suggests 
Mr. James. Both these ideas are attractive, 
and they could be combined ; but who will 
call or sponsor them and where will they be 
based ? 

Though I would agree that any of the 
chartered architect, surveyor, builder or civil 
engineer take the lead in particular projects 
as the building owner’s representative, I do 
not believe that the RIBA, RICS, NFBTE, 
FCEC or ICE are suitable bodies to sponsor 
and guide this management problem. Of 
course they will be vital contributors along 
woth many other bodies. 

May I suggest, therefore, that this work 
should be carried out under the aegis, and at 
the invitation, of the British Institute of 

















Management, which could form a new 
Construction Industry Division for the 
purpose? This Institute has the knowledge 


of the management and organisation tools 
and techniques, principles and practices, that 
the construction industry needs to acquire 
and adapt to its needs. It is also an independent 
body, representative of all managerial and 
administrative interests, which should provide 
a happy meeting-place for all the interested 
parties. 

This division of the BIM could be open to 
individual and corporate members ;_ should 
have a Council representative of all the 
organised interests of the construction and 
supply industries ; and should be under the 
guidance of an independent chairman with 
some knowledge of the industries and a 
leading management figure. The chairman 
should be supported by a full-time executive 
staff, some technical writers and management 
research specialists, who should advise the 
council and carry out its decisions in relation 
to: 


(a) sifting the evidence submitted by the 
interests represented and approached ; 
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(6) formulating the construction management 
code ; e 

(c) maintaining and extending the advisory 
service to building owners and members 
of the industry on investment, construc- 
tion, planning and management problems 
generally ; 

(d) issuing pamphlets and case-study data 
sheets in development of the principles of 
the code ; and 

(e) issuing digests and reviews of all types of 
publications. 

The other side of this management question, 
leaving on one side trade and foremanship 
education, is professional education. In the 
short term, continuous encouragement must 
be given to managers and professional men in 
the industry to attend short-period courses on 
management, so that more and more will be 
equipped with the most up-to-date tools and 
techniques for the more effective control of 
their activities. ‘These courses should be at 
least for two months on full time, and not 
more than six months on part time. In the 
long run, our professional and _ technical 
courses must be rationalised and improved by 
a leavening of courses on management 
theory and techniques; it would also be 
desirable if the specialist members of our 
industry could be given a common basic 
professional course that would facilitate 
subsequent flexibility of. occupation and 
specialisation as required, i.e., for architects, 
engineers, builders and surveyors. 

In all this we must remember that the 
fourfold lesson of the Fawley “control of 
achievement ” was (a) detailed pre-planning, 
(6) sound finance, (c) adequate supplies and 
equipment thought out well in advance, and 
(d) detailed and continuous progress control. 
None of these is outside the reach of any of us 
if we think ahead. As the Fawley report 
points out, on page 36, “‘ the most important 
function of the Americans as supervisors was 
to watch the progress of the work, keeping a 
check particularly on future needs, to make 
sure that hold-ups did not occur because men, 
materials, or skill were not available when 
needed.”” The supervisors were helpers, not 
critics, who ensured that the machines were 
operated with the minimum of disturbance. 
We can all do this, I am sure, given the 
knowledge ; the opportunities to put these 
into practice we can ourselves make. 


NIMROD. 


UNREGISTERED BUILDERS 
Ministry’s Comments 


Slee Ministry of Works have made the 
following comments on Mr. J. R. 
Keeble’s letter, published in The Builder of 
March 26, on the obligations of builders 
to conform to national agreements on 
wages and conditions in the industry 
now that registration is no longer required, 
and a man may set up as a builder without 
having his attention drawn to the condi- 
tions printed on the back of the pre- 
viously issued Certificate of Registration: 
“‘Rates of wages and conditions of em- 
ployment in the building industry are 
settled by decisions of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry. The 
Industrial Disputes Order, 1951, No. 1376, 
provides that where recognised terms and 
conditions of employment are established, 
issues that may arise as to the observance 
of those recognised terms and conditions 
may be determined by reference to the 
Industrial Disputes Tribunal. 
‘Contractors for Government work are 
required to observe and fulfil the obliga- 
tions upon contractors specified in the 
Fair Wages Resolution adopted by the 
House of Commons on October 14, 1946.”’ 
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HORTICULTURE AND 
HOUSING 


The Layout of Estate 
Gardens 


By ERNEST CHALONER, FRHS 


le builder and the architect have a 

much closer bond with the garden in 
their work on housing estates than their 
plans for individual private homes. The 
community layout of municipal housing 
schemes, where big stretches of garden 
are often public property, means that this 
green frame for the houses has to find a 
place in the earliest plans. 

Housing estate gardens must have 
certain characteristics in common to 
retain the balance of the homes on the 
estate, which, in their turn, are all prac- 
tically alike. Though apart from this 
general green frame to all the houses 
there can be a wonderful variety of 
individual designs in the small front and 
back gardens, as anyone who has followed 
the competitions for the best gardens on 
these estates must admit. 


From the general architectural point 
of view the layout of these gardens 
consists of very simple features. They 
mean lawns, hedges, paths, bushes, 
creepers on the walls of houses, and trees. 


Some housing estates have been for- 
tunate in a site already in full rustic 
setting, with trees and woodlands and 
green slopes already forming the green 
frame. Others have been located on 
bare sites, without the vestige of any 
horticultural help to give them charm 
and attraction. ‘This is where the hard 
work of the gardeners comes in. 

First of all quick growing trees have 
to be considered, like maples, sycamores 
and Lombardy poplars and acacias. It is 
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A pleasant communal garden. 


easy to get supplies of these from any well- 
stocked tree nursery, at various sizes. 

The building up of the lawns will vary 
from the tough, cheaper, grass seeds for 
sports grounds, to the finer decorative 
grass plots, only trodden by a stray cat 
froin time to time. 

In order to retain the open-air setting 
of the homes on the estate, and to give the 
best light to small rooms, hedges should 
be of the low variety, such as low privet, 
beech, hornbeam and lonicera nitida. If 
the privet hedge cannot be avoided, it 
must be kept well under control ; gener- 
ally not allowed to grow above 3 ft., by 
close clipping during the growing season ; 
and kept from robbing the soil by root 
pruning. This is done in the simplest 
way by driving a sharp spade into the soil 
at least 1 ft. deep, and 1 ft. away from the 





A good example of an individual garden on an estate. 


hedge, in order to cut the roots and keep 
them in check. 


Although the other plants mentioned 
cost more than privet, they take much 
less attention in upkeep, and _ provide 
much more decorative hedges. 

Flowering shrubs take the place of 
hedges in many private gardens to-day, 
but this is asking for an outlay that 
municipal authorities would not be in- 
clined to support, although these do 
not need the attention of ordinary hedges 
to keep them in order. 


As for paths in front and back gardens, 
straight hard surfaced paths of concrete 
or grouted bricks are the best types. 
Gravel pathways are always to be avoided 
because of their cost in upkeep. 

To get the inhabitants keenly interested 
in gardening, and to have a community 
spirit that makes each garden do its best 
so that the whole effect is good, the back 
and front gardens should be left empty. 
This gives freedom for the individual 
garden to be built up to compete in the 
local flower show. The housing estate 
gardener is naturally keener on helping 
to reduce world food shortages than the 
owner of large private gardens: cheap 
vegetables and fruit mean a great deal. 

The ideal housing estate for the future 
wellbeing of the country is one with small 
houses at the present rate of 12 to an acre, 
or less. "This does allow for the circu- 
lation of air and sunlight and the chance 
of making something of the garden. 
When the proposal to put 18 houses to 
the acre is carried out, or the worse one of 
building only 11-storey flats is completed, 
then only space will be available for the 
conventional strip garden. The individual 
garden then vanishes, and with it one of 
the country’s best means of happiness 
and that vital balance of maintaining. 
health and food production. 

One wonders if the municipal authori- 
ties ever realise the terrific responsibility 
resting upon them in their decisions to 


build homes that will kill gardening. : 
The photographs are reproduced by courtesy of 
the Town and Country Planning Association. 
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View from the south-east of a model of the Hutchesontown and part of Gorbals Redevelopment Area. 


GLASGOW’S “OVERSPILL” PROBLEM 


Report on Three Development Areas 


THE problem of overspill is one of the 

subjects raised by Mr. A. G. Jury, 
Glasgow City Architect and Planning 
Officer, in a report which he has drawn up 
containing proposals for the comprehensive 
redevelopment of three of the most con- 
gested districts of Glasgow—Hutchesontown 
and part of Gorbals, Govan, and Royston. 
In a summary of housing potentials the 
report states that the existing populations 


A Tower Block. 





in the three areas for redevelopment total 
83,075, and that 29,346 of them could be 
rehoused by four-storey development or 
47,906 by multi-storey building. This would 
mean an overspill of 53,729 if four-storey 
blocks were erected or 35,495 in the case 
of multi-storey building. 


In the largest redevelopment area—that 
of Hutchesontown and part of Gorbals— 
it would be possible to rehouse only about 
one-quarter of the existing 
population in a four-storey 
scheme or nearly one-half 
if a multi-storey develop- 
ment was adopted, which, 
in the layout prepared, 
consists of blocks varying 
between four and fifteen 
storeys. 


In preparing the pro- 
posals for this area, which 
outline the adoption of 
three neighbourhood units, 
the City Architect has 
made a number of assump- 
tions. One of these is that 
eventually jl existing 
industry within the area 
will be removed with the 
exception of that contained 
in the substantial long-life 
buildings in the north-east 
corner between the central 
neighbourhood unit and 
the river. In the central 
neighbourhood unit alone 
there are approximately 
1,300 factory employees 
engaged in a variety of 
industries. 


On the subject of zoning 
the report states that out 
of a total area of 342.5 
acres, 38.4 per cent. would 
be for residential use and 


the remainder would be devoted to schools, 
churches, shops, places of entertainment, 
open spaces and other communal services. 

The report emphasises that the schemes. 
prepared do little more than establish a basis 
for redevelopment, and a more detailed 
investigation of some of the problems in- 
volved will be necessary once the outline 
policy for the rebuilding has been clearly 
stated and the population it is intended to 
rehouse decided upon. The Hutchesontown- 
Gorbals area presents an outstanding oppor- 
tunity in redevelopment in that so little of 
the existing development need be retained. 
At this stage it has been considered im- 
portant to concentrate upon establishing a 
framework for redevelopment, but it has 
been shown that, as far as this area is con- 
cerned, the restrictions imposed by existing 
roads, services, etc., will have a strong influ- 
ence on design, being less important in the 
case of multi-storey development, where the 
principle of building over the lines of these 
services can be adopted. 

It is obvious, the report continues, that 
clearance and redevelopment cannot take 
place on a grand scale in the three neigh- 
bourhood units simultaneously. c= 
possible, however, to envisage the phasing 


of clearance and redevelopment in the 
central neighbourhood unit in the first 
instance. 


Another opportunity which will be pre- 
sented when designing this scheme will be 
the ultimate elimination of possibly some 
20,000 domestic flues. With control resting 
in the hands of the Corporation it should 
be possible to achieve what will in effect 
be a smokeless zone. 

The report points out that the possibility 
of employing multi-storey housing in this 
area will depend upon the subsoil con- 
ditions, which will require to be carefully 
investigated. 

The City Architect emphasises that before 
redevelopment can take place on any reason- 
ably large scale, decisions on the following 
fundamental points will require to be made 
by the Corporation :— 

The method by which sufficiently large 
areas are to be acquired and cleared expe- 
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ditiously in the redevelopment area to enable 
economical building progress to be made 
with adequate continuity; the policy to be 
followed for rehousing the existing tenants 
and whether a cross-section of population 
similar to the present community structure 
will be rehoused in the redevelopment area; 
and whether mixed multi-storey housing will 
be adopted with the advantages of decreas- 
ing the eventual overspill, improving the 
amenities and at the same time minimising 
the cost per unit for compensation and main 
services are yet to be decided. 

The report stresses, however, that oppor- 
tunities for redevelopment in the future will 
not be confined to Hutchesontown and 
Gorbals, nor even to the other areas defined 
by the Corporation as redevelopment areas, 
i.e.. Govan, Royston and Townhead, but 
may also occur in any of the older residential 
areas of the city. Thus, the problems in- 
volved in the Hutchesontown and Gorbals 
area will apply to the wider issues of rede- 
velopment generally, and the policy decisions 
arrived at will constitute the essential frame- 
work necessary for the preparation of any 
detailed proposals for redevelopment wher- 
ever it may occur. 


GOVAN AND ROYSTON 


In the Govan redevelopment area, the 
report shows that there are at present 4,036 
dwellings, while the total population is 
approximately 14,651. The site contains 38 
acres of long-life residential property, pro- 
viding accommodation for 4,097 persons. 
Thus, the number of persons to be rehoused 
is 10,554. By using four-storey blocks for 
redevelopment, the population rehoused 
would be 2,417, giving an overspill of 8,137. 
With the adoption of multi-storey building 
the population rehoused would be 5,042, 
giving an overspill of 5,512. 

In Royston there are 3,888 dwellings and 
a population of approximately 13,140. With 
37 acres of long-life residential property 
(including the site at present being de- 
veloped), which provide accommodation for 
3,470 persons, the number of persons to 
be rehoused is 9,670. In this area, if multi- 
storey redevelopment were adopted, more 
accommodation would be provided than the 
existing population would require, which 
would eliminate the overspill. 


aS 
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LETHABY AND HIS TIMES 


Mr. Basil Ward’s Lecture at the RCA 


HE lecture on “‘ W. R. Lethaby and 

His Times ”’ by Basth Warp, FRIBA, 
HonARCA, Lethaby Professor of Archi- 
tecture, the Royal College of Art, given 
at the RIBA on March 17, was the 
second of the series and dealt with formative 
influences on Lethaby’s life and work. 
For those of us who were, as the chairman 
(the Hon. Lionel Brett) put it, “‘ unfortun- 
ate ’’ enough to miss the first, it was a 
timely reminder to keep an eye on 
announcements. 

Referring to lLethaby’s characteristic 
humility and humour, and his modest 
provincial origins, the lecturer said that 
Lethaby saw art essentially as both a 
social and an individual need. In the 
already widening schism between art 
and science following the social revolution, 
during the last phase of which he grew up, 
the teachings of Ruskin addressed to a 
vast democracy had great impact on 
Lethaby, probably reinforced by political 
upheavals of the time—he later became a 
Socialist and Fabian. His leaving home 
after religious differences with his family, 
and possibly his father’s second marriage, 
might also have had psychological signifi- 
cance. 


SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 


Lethaby’s first teacher was Lauder, 
and he subsequently joined Norman 
Shaw, who later was to say “ It is I who 
am Lethaby’s pupil.’’ His entry into the 
teaching field followed ten years’ practice, 
the Soane, the Pugin and other awards 
enabling him to travel the Continent and 
Middle East. As early as 1897 Lethaby 
was concerned in the general movement 
to reconcile art and industry and, by 
natural process, he headed in due course 
the Art Workers’ Guild and, on its 
formation, the DIA. His principalship of 
the RCA in 1900 was resigned in 1915. 
Ecclesiastical responsibilities included the 


sistas NomeeRERRCNON 


Multi-storey matsonettes. 
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surveyorship to the fabric of Westminster 
Abbey Church. 


Meantime, preoccupation with the social 
implications of art was growing: contact 
with Gimson and Barnsley, as well as 
Morris and Webb, no doubt led to what we 
now call “‘ industrial design ”’ interests, but 
Ruskin remained the paramount influence 
—Lethaby described himself as “ only a 
pocket-sized Ruskin.’’ But the essential 
difference was that Lethaby was a working 
designer through knowledge gained “the 
hard way” in a rough-and-tumble up- 
bringing. This probably brought early 
dissatisfaction with stylism and humbug, 
for in 1893 he was already propounding 
“ fitness for purpose.” 


Summing up after slides of Lethaby’s 
and other work, Professor Ward reviewed 
some wider philosophical considerations, 
questioning whether the Victorians’ failure 
and doubts were all to be ascribed to 
“the monster, machine.”’ Lethaby was 
closely involved, but was against the 
machine only if improperly used in the 
arts, differing from his contemporaries 
only in seeing it, and indeed all science, 
as a social need and element as much as 
art. 

One may venture to suggest, with all 
respect, that Professor Ward might have 
added that Lethaby instinctively shared 
St. Thomas Aquinas’ doctrine of art as 
“‘a habit of the practical mind,”’ particu- 
larly if the then contemporary face-value 
of the words be accepted—that is, art 
as embracing mathematics and science. 
For here is perhaps the clue to a search 
which Lethaby helped to initiate, and 
which must continue while the schism he 
experienced remains unhealed. Indeed, 
this was imp.icit in Basil Ward’s masterly 
paper. BasiL Marriott 


BATH ASSEMBLY ROOMS 


THE NATIONAL TRrusT have announced 
that they have no alternative but to adhere 
to their previous decision to rebuild Bath 
Assembly Rooms as they were before 
destruction by enemy action in 1942. The 
work will be put in hand at once and will 
take some years to complete. 


The Trust recently met representatives 
of Bath City Council, which in January 
decided to hand back the rooms to the 
Trust, on the ground that a replica would 
be a ‘‘ white elephant,”’ and to disclaim 
the lease. The Trust served notice on the 
council to avoid the disclaimer. 

The Trust justify their decision by 
stating that by rebuilding the Rooms 
exactly as John Wood built them in 1771, 
they will be discharging their obligation 
to the nation and to posterity, and carrying 
out what they consider to be their duty. 

The cost of rebuilding, to be carried 
out under the direction of Professor A. E. 
Richardson, RA, FRIBA, will be provided 
by the War Damage Commission. War 
damage compensation has been put at 


£300,000. 


SCULPTORS’ PRESIDENT 


Mr. GitBert Lepwarp, RA, has been 
elected president of the Royal Society of 
British Sculptors in place of Mr. William 
C. H. King, who has retired. 
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View from the south-west, showing assembly hall (right) and administration block, 
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Layout plan. The hatched portion seas op reer 
is the Technical College which the ie 
new school adjoins. 
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General view from the approach road. 


designed as a counterpart to the Hatfield Technical 
College, which it adjoins, and was subsequently 
modified to meet current requirements. However, 
the school and the college together still remain an 


HE school is a four-form entry mixed secondary 
technical school for about 650-700 pupils and 
serves an area of approximately 15 miles radius of Hat- 
field New Town. The layout of the school was originally 
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View looking directly north under 
south classroom block. 


architectural ‘‘ whole ’’ and the main external character 
and the basic structural internal features of the 
college are reiterated in the school. 

The site is to the south of the Hatfield New Town 
adjoining the Barnet by-pass. The amenities of the 
90-acre site, playing fields, etc., are shared with the 
college. A gentle slope on the site has resulted in the 
planning of the school on two floors at the front, 
reducing to single storey at the rear. In the course of 
the excavations for the foundations in the neighbour- 
hood of the assembly hall a serious fault in the sub- 
soil was found in the form of a void which extended 





‘ 


View from the south-east, showing rear of assembly hall, south classroom block and library. 














for a wide area, and to a depth in places of some 
30-40 ft. This led to a special design of construction 
for the assembly hall, described below. 
Construction——The general construction was r.c. 
frame with brick panel infilling. The framework 
consists of in situ r.c. columns at 5 ft. 6 in. centres on 
point foundations with precast r.c. beams and trussed 
beams, the floors and roofs being precast r.c. slabs 
spanning 5 ft. 6 in. between the beams. Ground-floor 
slabs are in situ concrete on hardcore. Owing to the 
fault in the sub-soil the assembly hall block ground- 
floor slab is a suspended floor of post-tensioned beams 
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A typical classroom. 


spanning the full width (40 ft.), supported on longi- 
tudinal beams on piers, the infilling being precast 
slabs as before. The pitched roof of the assembly hall 
is built up of prestressed purlins with intermediate 
precast slabs and a reinforced screed, the whole roof 
acting as a beam supported at either end on two 
columns and braced with a prestressed tie member. 
The intermediate columns act merely as stiffenings and 
to support the cladding. 


Finishes: External.—External walls are 11 in. 
cavity brickwork with stock facings or cedar shingle 
and battens on 2 in. concrete blocks. The concrete, 
where exposed, is left fairface. The pitched roof of the 
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A view of the school kitchen. 


assembly hall is covered with cedar shingles. Flat 
roofs are asphalt on screed and insulating board, with 
copper flashings to the eaves. 

Internal.—Internal walls, except in the administra- 
tion rooms where plaster was used, are fairface flint 
bricks, and considerable variation was obtained by the 
use of special bonding and coloured brick motifs 
and decorative panels. Ceilings were fibreboard with 
aluminium strip supports and the floors generally 
were pitchmastic, granitic or wood strip. Columns 
and beams were fairfaced concrete painted. 


Heating and electrical services—Heating is by 
pressed steel radiators and warm air circulators and the 


The assembly hall. 
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school is fed from the main boiler 
house serving the college, but can 
be controlled to operate inde- 
pendently of the college heating 
system. Lighting fittings were 
selected from standard designs but 
special fittings were designed for 
the assembly hall. 


Decorative finishes—In order to 
contrast with the quiet colour 
schemes in the college, use was made 
of strong bold colours in the school 
on the exposed concrete work, 
joinery, etc. In the main entrance 
hall a sgraffito panel executed by 
Augustus Lunn, and depicting in 
abstract form the various activities 
of the school, provides the main 
decorative feature. By virtue of the 
technique employed, it will not 
suffer to the same extent from the 
possibilities of damage as might an 
applied mural in a similarly exposed 
position. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors : 


Precast concrete units, Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd., and Liverpool Artificial 
Stone Co., Ltd. ; precast prestressed beams, 
Atlas Stone Co., Ltd. ; heating and hot water 
services, G. N. "Haden and Sons, Ltd.; elec- 
trical services, T. Clarke and Co., Ltd.; 
windows, metal doors, etc., Crittall Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, John Bolding 
and Sons, "Ltd. ; facing bricks, Uxbridge Flint 
Brick Co., Ltd. ; asphalt flooring, Val de 
a paneer Paving Co., Ltd. ; decorative 
floors, Korkoid Decorative Floors ; ; suspended 
ceilings, Anderson Construction Co. 


Window surrounds and door reveals, Anselm 
Odling and Sons, Ltd. ; tiling, A. Bleakley and 
Co. ; joinery, D. Burkle and Son, Ltd. ; stock 
bricks, Cement Marketing Co., Ltd.; hand 
lifts, Hammond and Champness, Ltd.; roof 
lights, J. A. King and Co., Ltd. ; cement glaze, 
Robb’s Cement Enamel Finishes, Ltd. ; 
ceiling linings, Tentest Fibre Board Co. ; 
duct covers and frames, Broads Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. ; w.c. compartments, Venesta, Ltd. 

Wood floors, Vigers Bros. ; metal balustrad- 
ing, Grundy Arnatt, Ltd. ; roller shutters, 
Arthur L. Gibson, Ltd.; kitchen fitments, 
Peerless. Built-in Furniture, Ltd.; blackout 
blinds and curtains, Hall and Dixon, Ltd. ; 
lettering, Lettering Centre; cycle racks, 
Alfred A. Odoni and Co., Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Nettlefold and Moser, Ltd. ; cedar shingles, 
W. H. Colt, Ltd.; plumbing, T. S. Knight 
and Sons, Ltd. 
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Augustus Lunn was responsible for this sgraffito panel in the main 
entrance hall. 





Dining hall. 





Administration block corridor and waiting bay. 
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St. Andrew’s School, Hatton Garden 


Architect for Remodelling as Offices 
PERCIVAL M. DAVSON, FRIBA 


N March, 1950, a proposition to preserve this 
ancient monument was put before the LCC Town 
Planning Committee, asking for permission to re- 
model the interior as office and light industrial 
premises, retaining external appearances, and such 
permission was granted. The building consists of a 
narrow basement, a ground floor with a top light, 
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th floors all lighted from a light 
well 16 ft. wide and ventilated from a private road 
11 ft. wide at the back. This is not strictly in accord- 
ance with the Act, but was permitted in this very 


pocens staircase 
from basement . 
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exceptional case. St. Andrew’s is attributed to Wren. 
The plans show that no weight is placed on the old 
walls, some of which are 3 ft. in thickness. Steel 
stanchions carry the load at floor level and girders are 
cantilevered over the stanchions into the walls to tie 
them together. Heating is by oil-burning boilers 
which afford a temperature of 35 deg. over the prevail- 
ing outside air temperature on the basis of two air 
changes per hour. 

The general contractors are Messrs. Kirk and Kirk, 
Ltd. ; the chartered quantity surveyors are Messrs. 
Davson and Prichard; and the general foreman is 
Mr. Thompson. Sub-contractors were : 


A. J. Bridle, steelwork ; Caxton Floors, Ltd., reinforced concrete ; 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., metal windows 3 British Oil Burners, 
heating ; Haywards, Ltd., staircase, pavement lights and lantern ; 
Nicholls and Clarke, sanitary fittings ; Marryat and Scott, lifts ; Hobbs 
Wilson, domestic hot water; Stonart, composition flooring ; ; and A. 
Dean and Co., Ltd., electric installation. 
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CRAFTSMANSHIP AND 
DESIGN 


Reflections on a Current London 
Exhibition 
TH exhibition of furniture and pottery 
at the Crafts Centre serves to empha- 
sise the fact that “design” is inevitably 
becoming more and more to mean the 
assembly of mass-produced components 
rather than invention or craftsmanship. 
There is no great harm in this: such pro- 
ducts of our age are often well designed and 
better than, say, 50 years ago when they were 
generally the debased commercial versions 
of a different aesthetic standard; that of 
the artist-handicraftsman. Even then, a 
showdown between what each represented 
semed imminent, and the issue plain. 

It was, however, never resolved, and the 
issue has complicated itself. The process of 
debasement becomes chronic in each field 
where positive steps are necessary to counter 
i The designer for mass-production should 
(but doesn’t always) allow a margin of error 
for what may happen in production: the 
handicraftsman, if beauty will really result 
waided from fine quality, should be (but 
isn’t always) aware of the contemporary 
canons of beauty—or, apparently, of current 
prices. If he is to compete, he must be 
realistic about both. 

With the increasing bias towards engineer- 
ing of much of the contemporary Design for 
Living, some of it mere gadgetry, it is doubt- 
ful whether the craftsman can maintain the 
position once earmarked for him—that of 
arbiter of aesthetic standards in industrial 
design—except, perhaps, in the conveniently 
called craft-based industries. To keep the 
respective standards in perspective it is up to 
us to re-examine them periodically. 


The Opportunity 


The Crafts Centre provides the oppor- 
tunity to de so conveniently and centrally, 
but its courageous pitch in the West End 
(where the jungle-laws of commercial com- 
petition are fiercest) must put the craftsman 
on his mettle. It may be his occasional 
failure to respond, rather than our own over- 
preoccupation with the fashionable, or 
merely shoddy, that causes us to dismiss 
the result shamefacedly as dowdy, dated or, 
if we are kinder, unreal. 

The present show at the Crafts Centre is 
excellent as always, but does seem to me 
to illustrate this point, which I shall ventilate 
here rather in the réle of Devil]’s Advocate. 
Too little of what is shown is likely to appeal 
to a generation reluctantly conditioned to 
lower qualitative standards but wanting 
something better, and well aware of what 
tate can do to achieve it in a “con- 
temporary idiom” for mass-production. 

This shortcoming is partly through cling- 
ing t0 a too-consciously rustic vernacular 
—in a way a form of art-snobbery—for few 
of us can indulge in a pertodic purge from 
the vitiating effects of neon signs and such 
spiv-art and cosh-culture. Only when we 
can relapse into metaphorical tweediness do 
the subtle colours and textures of simple 
things become apparent and _ sufficient. 
Meantime, might not the handicraftsman 
“key things up a bit” when on show in 
Town, with advantages all round? 

Some, but not enough, of the exhibits do 
%0: for instance, a small glass-topped table, 
ty A. J. Eves; a chest by Edward Barnsley; 
Pottery in a “ blacklead” glaze by Kenneth 
Clatk, and lively inventions by William 
Newland and Nicholas Vergette, which 
jstifty the fashionable “ stick-and-string ” 
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idiom as climbing-frames as well as nurseries 
for plants, while an.embroidery picture by 
Hebe Cox and John Farleigh’s prints also 
have the right flavour of “awareness.” Other- 
wise, almost undue allowance must be made 
for “ the English Tradition,” which is broad- 
shouldered enough to bear, and ignore, small 
criticisms such as this. But one would like 
to see it given more valid apparent con- 
temporary application, perhaps by more 
rigid selection. 

The exhibition remains open at the Crafts 
Centre, 16, Hay Hill, W1, until May 15. 

BASIL MARRIOTT 


BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE’S EXPERIMENT 


“ Live ” Projects for Students 


A PIONEER experiment being carried 

out at the Birmingham School of 
Architecture is arousing considerable interest 
among architects and builders, writes a 
correspondent. 

In order that students during their five-year 
course may be given the opportunity of 
familiarising themselves with the day-to-day 
requirements of practice, a “live” scheme 
has been introduced by which actual build- 
ing projects are carried out. Every year, 
one definitely commissioned project takes the 
place of imaginary problems. The first 
product of the scheme was a group of terrace 
houses at Rednal built by the Birmingham 
Corporation to specifications prepared by 
third-year students of the School of Archi- 
tecture. A second scheme covered two pairs 
of houses at Kitts Green and Alum Rock. 

Later schemes have been more ambitious. 
One of the biggest to date is at Garretts Green, 
where three three-storey blocks of 12 flats, 
four bungalows for old people and four 
semi-detached three-bedroomed houses are 
being constructed. 

For this scheme, undertaken through the 
Birmingham City Architect’s office and cost- 
ing between £50,000 and £60,000, original 
drawings were submitted by 37 third-year 
students, and the plan finally adopted was 
a composite effort. Building began last May, 
and students regularly visit the site to see 
how their plans are working out in practice. 
The students thus learn not only how to 
make site progress reports but also to deal 
with the labour on the site. 

Another major scheme which ‘the school 
has undertaken is a £42,000 housing project 
at Canley for Coventry Corporation. Work 
on the site is expected to begin towards the 
end of April. A model showing the pro- 
posed layout is now on view in an exhibi- 
tion at the Birmingham School of Archi- 
tecture. 

This “live” scheme, which was initiated 
by Mr. A. Douglas Jones, director of the 
school, at first met with some opposition, 
but is now firmly established in the syllabus. 
Sir Herbert Manzoni, Birmingham City 
Engineer and Surveyor, encouraged the 
experiment from its beginning, and Mr. A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, Birmingham City 
Architect, has also supported it steadily. 
Mr. Donald Gibson, CBE, ARIBA, the City 
Architect of Coventry, has now given it his 
cordial approval. 

Plans prepared by the students are under 
the supervision of a practising architect, and 
sometimes the considerable preparation 
involves co-operation with other bodies, as, 
for instance, when a social survey was under- 
taken in conjunction with the department of 
commerce and social science at Birmingham 
University of an area on which a building 
project was to be based. 
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£50,000 FOR HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS 


Minister’s Announcement of Grants 


(THE Minister of Works, acting on recom- 

mendations by the Historic Buildings 
Councils for England, for Scotland and for 
Wales, has offered 23 grants, totalling about 
£50,000, in respect of the following 
buildings : — 

England: 7, Blackfriars, Gloucester; The Gate- 
House, Wolfeton House, Dorset; The Print Room, 
Woodhall Park, Hertfordshire; Doddington Hall, Lin- 
colnshire; Lydiard Park, Lydiard Tregoz, Wiltshire; 
Lyme _Park, Cheshire; Gainsborough Old Hall, Lin- 
colnshire; Thornbury Castle, Gloucestershire; Winslow 
Hall, Buckinghamshire; No. 4, North Quay, Wey- 
mouth; The Treasurer’s House, York. 


Scotland: Traquair House, Innerleithen, Peeblesshire; 
Winton Castle, Pencaitland, East Lothian; Craigston 
Castle, Turriff; Cathedral Street, Dunkeld; Melville 
House, Ladybank; Old Gala House, Galashiels; Bar- 
dowie Castle, by Milngavie, Stirlingshire; The Priory, 
Pittenweem, Fife; Culzean Castle, Ayrshire. 


Wales: Llanfihangel Court, Abergavenny; Clyth 
House, Raglan, Monmouthshire; Old Market Hall, 
Llanidloes. 

Most of the grants are towards the cost 
of urgently needed structural repairs to the 
buildings. One of the conditions attached 
to the grants is that the public shall be 
given reasonable opportunities to see the 
historic buildings. 


A number of applications in respect of 
other historic buildings are being considered. 


The Councils have also received reports 
on a number of historic buildings which 
are empty and in danger of demolition or 
collapse. If the more important of these 
buildings are to be preserved a new use 
must be found for them, and the Historic 
Buildings Councils have been giving much 
attention to this problem. A _ further 
announcement on this part of the work will 
be made shortly. 


The Minister of Works announced in the 
House of Commons (October 27, 1953) the 
appointment of the Historic Buildings Coun- 
cils for England and for Wales, and of the 
Historic Buildings Council for Scotland on 
November 17, 1953. After consulting the 
Councils the Minister can, under Part 1 of 
the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monu- 
ments Act, 1953, make grants towards the 
repair or maintenance of buildings of: out- 
standing historic or architectural interest, 
and their contents, and towards the upkeep 
of any adjoining land. The Minister can 
also assist the National Trust or local 
authorities to acquire historic buildings or, 
if necessary, acquire such buildings himself. 


A provision of £250,000 is requested in 
the Estimates for the financial year 1954-55 
for grants for repair or maintenance; £500,000 
will be available over five years from the 
National Land Fund for expenditure arising 
from the acquisition of historic. buildings, 
and provision is taken in the Estimates for 
1954-55 for £100,000. These financial pro- 
visions will cover expenditure recommended 
by the three Historic Buildings Councils for 
England, Scotland and Wales. 


OBITUARY 


W. A. Williams, ARIBA 


THE DEATH has occurred of Mr. Walter 
Albert Williams, ARIBA, of Chiddingstone 
Causeway. Appointed a life member of the 
RIBA in 1939 (having, at the time, held the 
Institute’s associateship for 50 years), Mr. 
Williams was 91 years of age. He was 
thought to be the oldest qualified architect 
in the country. 
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THE NEXT PHASE IN THE 
HOUSING PROGRAMME 


Minister on Need for Stabilising New 
Construction 
PEAKING in London on March 24, Mr. 
HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, referred to 
the present “crucial period of work ” at the 
Ministry of Housing, when they had before 
Parliament two important measures—the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill, and the 
Bill amending the financial provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 

“TI say it is the crucial period of my work 
because the Repairs and Rents Bill-~marks 
the beginning of the biggest comprehensive 
attack on the housing problem for 15 years,” 
said Mr. Macmillan. “The second Bill 
completes the work of freeing development, 
while maintaining proper planning.” 

The Minister went on to say that 1954 
marked the beginning of the third phase in 
the housing drive, “the phase which will 
meet the needs of the old houses side by side 
with the continuing need for new houses—the 
phase of stabilisation. We intend to spread 
my share of our vast building production 
over all our houses and not, as hitherto, te 
concentrate it only on the new. The drive 
for new houses will go on at a very high 
figure—about 300,000—the sort of figure te 
which we were accustomed before the war.” 
The first two phases he defined as those 
of expansion and achievement respectively. 

But, just as in war, the purpose of con- 
solidating the position was to make from it 
a new advance, so the Government’s tactical 
and strategic aim was to advance into a new 
field. It was clear what that new field must 
be. It was to deal with the old houses which 
had been largely neglected since the war. 

“So we must harness some of the buoyant 
energy of the local authorities, the builders 
and the materials producers to the preserva- 
tion of the great national asset of thirteen 
million existing houses,’ Mr. Macmillan 
continued. “In this third phase we must 
return with vigour and urgency to the 
removal of slums, and to the full routine 
repair and improvement of millions of sound 
houses. And as there are more slums than 
we can clear and replace in five years or so, 
we must do some patching of unsatisfactory 
houses to make them more tolerable for the 
people in them while they have perforce to 
wait in the queue for replacement. 

“‘ During the next two or three years repair 
work, improvement and conversion will 
bring new health to our structurally sound 
older houses. Replacement of the unfit 
older houses will begin.” 


The Share of Private Housing 

For new houses, we must rely partly on 
those financed from rates and taxes and 
partly on the expanding output of privately 
built houses, both for owner-occupation and 
for letting. But conditions varied greatly in 
different parts of this country. In some 
areas private enterprise should be able to 
meet the need, apart from the clearance and 
replacement of slums which only the local 
authority could do. In other districts the 
propertion of publicly financed houses must 
necessarily be higher. 


Mr. Macmillan continued: “So local 


authorities will continue to receive assist- 
ance in planning their forward programmes 
from the Regional Officers of my Ministry. 
In this way we shall achieve flexibility and 


rapid adjustment to changing conditions. 
For 


Flexibility and elasticity are needed. 


THE BUILDER 


there is seldom a simple solution to a com- 
plex problem. We must by these means 
keep our programme of new houses running 
smoothly at about the splendid rate of 
300,000 a year we achieved in 1953. But we 
must not go sky-recketing above that rate, 
for if we do we shall start more than the 
available materials and labour can finish. 
And we all remember what this may mean. 

“Moreover, we must remember that we 
have now one great advantage. The great 
bulk of the work of war damage repair has 
now been finished. I am told that there are 
at least 30,000 men released from the repair 
of war damaged houses to the general pur- 
pose of the building industry. This is a 
substantial labour force and, of course, it 
has been brought into the general work of 
expansion. 

“Nobody will be more pleased than I if 
these men are now used on repair work for 
the old houses. This is after all work for 
which they and their employers are especially 
fitted; for repairs often suit the smaller 
builders who cannot easily be put upon large- 
scale new construction. \ 

“T also hope and believe that we have not 
by any means got to the limit of the produc- 
tivity of the building and materials indus- 
tries. 

“ But in using housing’s share of the re- 
sources they provide I intend to strike a 
friendly balance between the needs of the 
new and the needs of the old—to keep up a 
stable rate of new production but not to 
allow the glamour of new houses to blind 
us to the prudence of preserving the old.” 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


Figures for February 


THE HousING SUMMARY presented to 
Parliament as a White Paper * jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during February 
was 19,786, compared with 20,118 in 
February, 1953. This slight decrease is at- 
tributed by the Ministry to bad building 
weather. 

In the first two months of 1954, 44,381 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 40,702 in the same period of 1953. 


REPAIR OF YORK MINSTER 


Work Slowed Up by Shortage of 
Stonemasons 


SKILLED stonemasons are needed for 
repair work on York Minster and the short- 
age of the craftsmen is slowing up the 
restoration on the building, writes a corre- 
spondent. Difficulties have been increased by 
the problem of finding houses for the men 
who apply for the work. 

The clerk of works. Mr. W. J. Green, 
thinks that if the houses were available it 
might be possible to get the craftsmen for 
the work. At present it has been found that 
if the masons cannot be provided with a 
house they will not stay. 

In 1930, when extensive repair work was 
in progress on the central tower, the Minster 
had 15 skilled masons. but there are now 
only five men and five boys to carry out the 
work on the restoration programme. Mr. 
Green needs at least three skilled masons 
accustomed to church work and it is reported 
that suitable men can almost be guaranteed 
- years’ employment on the West Front 
alone. 


* Cmd. 9116 Housing Summary, February 28, 1954. 
H.M. Stationery Office, price 2d. 
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NEWS FROM CANADA 


National Backing for Home 
Ownership 


NTERESTING information on new legis. 


lation passed by the Canadian Paria. 
ment relating to mortgage financing of hows. 
ing is given in a letter received from Mr. 
James Riley, a director of the Riley-Newsum 
Housing Department, whose interests in the 
USA and Canada he is developing from 
Washington, DC. 

“The main effect of this legislation,” Mr. 
Riley writes, “is to make mortgages more 
readily transferable, and to extend very sub. 
stantially the scope and sphere of mortgaging 
operations. Prior to the Act there were Only 
29 approved lending institutions in Canada, 
consisting largely of the life insurance com. 
panies. Under the Bank Act, none of the 
chartered banks were permitted to make 
mortgage loans, but now this is permissible, 
and in fact greatly encouraged. In order to 
safeguard banks and the public, the Cana. 
dian Government has, through the Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHO, 
established a system of mortgage insurance 
which is not unlike the FHA system in the 
United States. 

“The more I see of this system of home 
financing,” Mr. Riley continues, ‘“‘ the more | 
like it, and I have often wondered over the 
past few months whether something of the 
kind could not be introduced into England. 
It seems to me that, now that housing for the 
lower income groups has been tackled 
with such vigour, there is a great need 
to do something for the lower middle and 
middle income groups, who are at present 
compelled to pay absurdly high prices for 
very mediocre houses. If the Government 
were to introduce legislation which would 
permit the insurance of mortgages by 
approved lending institutions, predominantly 
of course the building societies, it would be 
possible for the lower middle and middle 
income group earner to obtain a much bigger 
mortgage than he is capable of obtaining at 
the present time and, in consequence, the re- 
duced down payments which would be in- 
volved would make it possible for a larger 
number of people, who are currently unable 
to afford to build, so to do. 

“It seems to me that this would havea 
most beneficial effect upon the industry and 
upon the country as a whole.” 

Mr. Riley, who has recently been in Vic- 
toria, Vancouver Island, is hoping to arrange 


‘for the utilisation there of prefabricated 


houses from the United Kingdom in 
housing developments. He writes that he 
has been able to secure a good deal of sup- 
port for the principle of importing houses 
from all the interested parties—the Provincial 
Government, municipalities, and, not least, 
the trade unions, which, in a statement made 
to a Victoria. newspaper, made the an- 
nouncement that they have no objection to 
this type of housing in so far as the pre- 
fabrication material imported is only about 
one-third of the final home. Each house was 
expected to cost about $8,000 (£2,900) and 700 
was mentioned as the number the developing 
company (Royal Portage Packs, Ltd.) pro 
pose to build. The latter part of the state- 
ment, Mr. Riley writes, is premature. 


Land for Housing ; 

Building firms at Redditch who are will: 
ing to build houses for private sale are to 
have help from the UDC in acquiring land 
for development. 
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PROGRESS AT CRAWLEY 


Plans for the Town Centre Announced 


GIR THOMAS BENNETT, KBE, FRIBA, 

chairman of the Crawley Development 
Corporation, in his annual address to elected 
representatives at Crawley on March 27, 
gave details of the plans for the Town 
Centre. 


He said that 1953 had seen the founda- 
tions laid for the development of the Town 
Centre, and in 1954 interest would be 
focused upon this part of the work of the 
Corporation. 


A very considerable amount of study had 
been necessary before the present final plan 
was produced. This plan, which was dis- 
played at the meeting, had been submitted 
to the Ministry for planning approval. Sir 
Thomas Bennett said that the main points 
of interest were :— 


MAIN POINTS OF INTEREST 


Crawley High Street.—The existing Craw- 
ley High Street will remain a main shopping 
street, retaining its present Sussex character, 
with the added importance which it must 
achieve with a larger population. 


Pedestrian Way.—Crawley High Street 
will be connected to the new portion of the 
shopping area by a broad pedestrian way, 
the construction of which is well advanced. 


Boulevard—North of the area, a fine 
boulevard is under construction, and will 
constitute the northern boundary of the 
shopping area. 


Southern and Eastern Boundaries.——The 
southern boundary will be the Three Bridges 
Road, and the eastern boundary College- 
road, linking with Northgate-avenue, which 
will eventually join Crawley to the new 
London-Brighton motorway. 


Parish Church—iIn the new town, the 
parish church of St. John’s will become an 
important architectural feature. 


Recreation Ground.—The War Memorial 
Recreation Ground will be visible from a 
number of points. and will be greatly used 
throughout the day by those who work in 
the new Town Centre buildings. 


New Shopping Area.—The shopping centre 
itself will be compact, focused on a new 
town square, around which will be groups 
of the principal traders; they were now start- 
ing negotiations with several who bore 
extremely well-known names. 


The plan of the main shopping streets will 
form a single pattern joining the points 
enumerated. This development allows the 
future civic buildings of the town to be 
grouped in picturesque surroundings on the 
immediate perimeter of the shopping area, 
and sites have been provided for the offices 
of the future local authority, the fire station: 
the public library, general post office and 
all similar buildings, in such a way that 
the Corporation can dispose of the land at 
Teasonable prices and, at the same time, 
obtain the architectural effect expected from 
buildings of this character, visible as they 
will be from many points in the shopping 
streets, 


Railway and Bus Centre.—At the southern 
boundary of the area will be the railway 
and bus stations, which will be the centre 
from which a large number of shoppers may 
be expected to reach Crawley. 


Service Industry.—Adijacent to the railway 
and bus stations will be the area devoted 
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to service industry, that is, the coal yards, 
the builders’ yards, and a number of neces- 
sary businesses intimately associated with 
the day-to-day life of the town. 


“ Active progress is being made on a large 
amount of this work,” Sir Thomas Bennett 
continued. “The contract for the services 
of Broad-walk and adjacent areas, amounting 
to £19,300, is completed. The contract for 
shops on Broad-walk, amounting to £129,800, 
was let in October, 1953. The contract for 
the construction of the boulevard, amounting 
to £47,700, was let in September, 1953, and 
will be completed in June, and the contract 
for the shops will follow during the course 
of this year. The construction of the service 
industry area is in hand. The site of a new 
headquarters for the County Fire Services 
has been fixed at the junction of the Ifield- 
avenue and the London-road, and construc- 
tion will start this year. The West Sussex 
County Council has agreed with the Cor- 
poration the sites marked on the plan which 
will accommodate the technical college, the 
health centre, the police headquarters, offices 
and courts. The Sussex Territorial Associa- 
tion are preparing plans for the new Terri- 
torial Army headquarters, and active dis- 
cussions are in progress with the General 
Post Office on the new post office site on 
the north of the boulevard, and with the 
Ministry of Works on the adjoining site for 
a new Crown building.” 


THE INDUSTRIAL AREA 


The industrial area continued to show 
very rapid growth, and was attracting increas- 
ingly favourable comments as a fine example 
of industrial layout. In this area 27 factories 
were already in production, covering an area 
of 712,400 sq. ft. and employing 3,560 people. 
Seven factories were in course of construc- 
tion, covering 576,500 sq. ft., which would 
employ a further 1,904 people. Negotiations 
were proceeding for a further seven fac- 
tories, having an area of 219,500 sq. ft. 
employing 800 people. In addition, eight 
factories would have extensions of 683,000 
sq. ft. In all, this made 41 factories, which 
would eventually cover an area of 2,191,400 
sq. ft., built upon 129 acres of land. 


The total anticipated employment now 
arranged for was 8,420 people, comprising 
6,380 men and 2,040 women. 


NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 


On this subject, Sir Thomas said that 
detailed plans had been completed for West 
Green, Northgate, Three Bridges, Langley 
Green, Ifield and the southern part of 
Pound Hill. The Southgate plan was com- 
plete and had been submitted to the Ministry 
for approval, and the Tilgate plan was in 
preparation. Only Gossops Green was not 
yet fully studied. 


Neighbourhood development continued to 
hold its proper place in front of housing. 
The development in West Green, Northgate 
and Three Bridges was virtually complete. 
The roads and services in Langley Green 
and the southern half of Pound Hill were 
finished. In Ifield, the roads and services 
had made very substantial progress, and it 
was anticipated that a contract would be 
let in the autumn for roads and services in 
Southgate, opening up 107 acres of land. 
It was intended that the land lying to the 
west of the London-road and south of Goffs 
Park-road would be entirely reserved for 
houses which would not carry subsidy. The 
northern part of Pound Hill, which was 
already partly developed, would be reserved 
for similar development. 
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HOUSES COMPLETED 


At March 31, 1954, the figure of houses 
completed was expected to rise to 2,830. 
The target for December 31, 1954, was 4,000 
houses. The policy of the Board had em- 
braced houses built to meet the needs of as 
wide a circle of people as possible. In 
addition to the subsidised houses which the 
Board had continued to erect, it had built 
and offered for sale freehold, or to be rented 
on lease, 30 houses in one part of West 
Green and 25 in another; sites’ were avail- 
able for sale freehold to the public who 
build their own houses; and as a matter of 
policy the Corporation encouraged in every 
way possible the building of houses on land 
privately held in the area. 


UNSUBSIDISED HOUSES 


The Corporation believed that the public 
who were able to live in unsubsidised houses 
liked a wide choice of house, and the possi- 
bility of obtaining it through independent 
channels. In addition to the 55 houses they 
had already built under this heading, they 
had virtually completed arrangements by 
which houses for sale freehold would be 
built through other channels, and designed 
by other architects, of which they hoped 
shortly to announce details. One hundred and 
two of these houses would be built in Three 
Bridges and 100 in Langley Green. It was 
believed, moreover, that under this arrange- 
ment semi-detached houses containing three 
bedrooms and having an area of 910 sq. ft. 
would be available freehold at about £2,000. 
A detached house having an area of 1,195 
sq. ft. would be sold at about £3,000, includ- 
ing a garage. 


VALUE OF CONTRACTS 


The total value of Corporation contracts 
completed and in hand was £12,900,000, of 
which completed work amounted to 
£9,400,000. 


POLICE HOUSES CRITICISED 


Chief Constable on Need for Higher 
Standards 


East RIDING STANDING JOINT COMMITTEE 
has agreed that a new divisional police head- 
quarters should be built at Beverley, Yorks, 
subject to the approval of the Home Secre- 
tary. Parts of the present divisional police 
headquarters in the town were built in 1683 
and the superintendent’s office was once a 
cell. 


At the committee’s meeting on March 15, 
criticism also came from the CHIEF CON- 
STABLE, Mr. J. W. P. BLENKIN, of the new- 
type police houses. He asked for a return 
to the immediate post-war design which was 
infinitely more satisfactory than the present 
one. he said. He asked the committee to 
consider bringing up to a higher standard 
the later-type houses now being constructed. 


The new houses were smaller, had less 
cupboard space and were not provided with 
adequate cooking, washing or heating facili- 
ties. The only way to separate the kitchen 
from the dining-room was to put up a 
curtain, and the combined room was heated 
by a radiator from a back-boiler in the 
sitting-room. If hot water was wanted the 
radiator had to be turned off, and the ceilings 
were so low that coming downstairs the 
middle floor cut him just about under the 
chin. As the minimum height for a poljce- 
man was Sft. 10in. it presented no little 
difficulty, he added, and if occupants came 
down the stairs in a rush they might well 
have a concussed police officer, 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 
ON March 31 the House of Commons 

considered, on recommittal, the Hous- 
ing Repairs and Rents Bill. 

On Clause 5 (Licences for temporary 
occupation of houses subject to existing 
demolition or clearance orders), Mr. Key 
moved an amendment to ensure that before 
any licence for temporary occupation could 
be issued the house must be inspected and 
the local authority must decide from the 
inspection whether or not the house could 
be made adequate for the time being. Two 
other amendments were also discussed, 
which sought to secure that the house should 
be inspected at least annually, and that 
before a licence could be extended for more 
than three years the Minister should be 
informed of the condition of the house. 

Mr. Key said that in the tenant’s interests 
due regard must be given to the conditions 
of the premises that were to be retained in 
use, and to the effect of those conditions 
on the tenant’s health and welfare. As no 
standard of fitness was to be laid down 
to which the local authority must conform 
in keeping the houses in use, it was the duty 
of members to protect the unfortunate 
persons who were to go on living in those 
condemned slums. The purpose of the 
amendments was to make the Minister face 
up to his responsibility. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, said he hesitated to insert 
a provision making it compulsory to have 
an annual inspection. All the associations 
ef local authorities felt it to be unnecessary 
and as somewhat of an affront to local coun- 
cils. He would make it clear beyond per- 
adventure in a circular that the Government 
looked to them to carry out this work of 
inspection with great care, and he felt he 
ought not to be pressed to go farther than 
that. 

Mr. BEvAN said he was entirely unmoved 
by the suggestion that associations of local 
authorities might resent the implication that 
local authorities did not inspect these con- 
demned houses regularly. Associations were 
entitled to have principles and objectives, 
but not to have emotions (laughter). 


The amendment was by leave withdrawn. 


Local Authorities’ Contributions 

On Clause 6 (Local Authorities’ contri- 
butions), Mr. MacCoLt moved the first of 
a series of amendments to ensure that the 
accounts of outlay on the patching-up of 
condemned houses still in occupation should 
be kept separate from the ordinary routine 
housing accounts, so that the cost of this 
work could be clearly revealed. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that the transactions 
relating to patched houses must be kept so 
that the whole story of what they cost 
should be clearly identifiable and known to 
everybody. It was proposed to request local 
authorities in Ministry circulars to do this. 
If the local authorities wished to meet a 
deficit on patched houses from the general 
rate it was up to them to do so. 


Mr. BEVAN said the Opposition thought 
it would be far better to have a separate 
statutory account so the local authority 
would have the matter continually brought 
before it. It was extremely undesirable that 
theelocal authority should be able to make 
good any deficit on patching houses out of 
the housing repairs fund, and it should be 
forbidden to do so. 
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Mr. ROBERT JENKINS said that unless the 
Minister took the necessary powers, some 
local authorities and their finance committees 
would raid their surplus housing revenue 
that had been contributed by tenants of 
council houses to meet any deficit on patched 
houses. 


Mr. BEVAN said that the Minister was 
being rather stubborn. He could alter the 
matter in the House of Lords if he wanted to. 

The amendment was negatived. 


New Sub-Section 


On Clause 7 (Local Authorities’ Contribu- 
tions), Mr. MARPLES, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, moved to add a new sub- 
section. He explained that the Bill proposed 
a patching grant of £3, with an equal contri- 
bution paid by the local authority. This one- 
to-one ratio had raised some protest from 
local authorities and this new sub-section 
would enable the Minister, by order, to vary 
the ratio if he thought fit. The taking of 
this power did not mean any real weakening 
of the present view that contributions should 
be equal, but the Government wanted a flex- 
ible instrument. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


On Clause 21 (Repairs increase for dwell- 
ing-house in good repair), MR. BLENKINSOP 
moved an amendment, to transfer from the 
tenant to the landlord the onus of proving 
that a house was in a fit state of repair before 
the rent was raised. He said that if it were 
left to tenants to complain they would not 
get the repairs which everybody wished to 
see. Tenants disliked going either to a local 
authority or the county court with complaints 
against landlords. Before an increase in rent 
could be imposed the landlord ought to get 
a certificate from the local authority that the 
repairs had been done, and a tenant who dis- 
puted this should have a right of appeal to a 
rent tribunal, where the case could be heard 
without the formalities of a court. He esti- 
mated that in something over a million cases 
the rent increases would actually be paid 
by the National Assistance Board, who would 
have to give extra rent allowances to tenants. 


Mr. Hay thought the Opposition method 
cumbersome; the Government’s proposal was 
the wisest in all the circumstances, 


Mr. MACMILLAN said the amendment, if ac- 
cepted, would mean the end of the Bill. 
When the measure became law he would 
issue a pamphlet explaining to tenants what 
their rights were. 


The amendment was negatived by 278 votes 
to 255. The recommittal stage was con- 
cluded, and the Bill considered on report. 


Removal from Rent Acts 


Mr. MACMILLAN moved a new clause, the 
effect of which was to take out of the Rent 
Acts dwelling-houses erected or provided by 
conversion after the date of the commence- 
ment of the Bill when it became an Act. 
In form it followed a similar provision in 
Section 12 of the Rent Act, 1920. 

The full text of the clause was as 
follows :— 

“*(EXCLUSION FROM RENT Acts oF DweELLinc-Houses 
CONVERTED OR ERECTED AFTER COMMENCEMENT CF ACT.) 

“*(1) The Act of 1920 shall not apply to a dwelling- 
house which consists, and consists only, of premises 
falling within either of the following paragraphs, that 
is to say,— : 

**(a) separate and self-contained premises pro- 
duced by conversion, after the commencement of 
this Act, of other premises, with or without the 
addition of premises erected after the commence- 
ment of this Act; 

‘*(b) premises erected after the commencement 
of this Act: 
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“* Provided that this subsection shall not have effect 
where the premises consist of a dwelling provided by 
works in respect of which a gram has become pzay- 
able under the Housing Act, 1949. 

**(2) Fer the purposes of this section premises 
shall be treated as converted or erected after the 
commencement of this Act if the conversion or erec- 
tion was completed thereafter, notwithstanding that it 
may have been begun before the commencement of 
this Act. 

** (3) Section sixteen of thé Reserve and Auxiliary 
Forces (Protection of Civil Interests) Act, 1951, shall 
have effect with the addition, after paragraph (b) of 
subsection (2) thereof, of the following paragraph: 

*(bb) that those premises are excluded from 
the operation of the Rent Act of 1920 by section 

(Exclusion from Rent Acts of dwelling-houses con- 

verted or erected after commencement of Act) of 

the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954.’ ”’ 

Mr. Macmillan explained the sub-section 
that defined the premises which were to be 
freed from control. Dwellings provided by 
conversion were not to be freed from control 
where the conversion was carried out 
through the aid of grants from public funds 
under the Housing Act, 1949; that was to 
say, it would not apply to conversions 
carried through with the help of public 
money but only to those where the whole 
expense fell upon the proprietor. Where a 
grant was made under the Housing Act, 1949, 
the local authority would fix a new standard 
rent in accerdance with the provisions of 
Clause 3S Sub-section, provided that it was 
not the date when work was begun which 
was to count for the purpose. That was to 
ensure new building was not held up 
until the Bill was passed. Sub-section 3 was 
really consequential on the other two. 


“ Exercise in Freedom ” 


The new clause marked a small but 
perhaps significant exercise in freedom. In 
the last two years the number of unsub- 
sidised dwellings built by private enterprise 
had. grown considerably, and that, inciden- 
tally, without a reduction in the number of 
council houses built to let. In 1953 some 
60,000 unsubsidised houses were built, and 
he hoped in the coming year to see the figure 
rise to about 80,000. 


Though that was very satisfactory, there 
was one less satisfactory feature, which was 
that the great majority, practically all, of 
the privately financed unsubsidised houses 
were built for owner-occupation. Very few 
were built for rent—they were practically 
all for sale. Of the 60,000, only six per cent. 
were built for letting. Probably in those cases 
there might have been special features: that 
was to say, they might not have been built 
for the ordinary market, but perhaps for 
institutions of some kind, or industries or 
companies, for their own purposes. 


He was very anxious to see two things 
happen. First, a very great increase in the 
conversion of old houses into flats. He was 
sure there was a great piece of work to be 
done in the housing field if they could really 
get on with that. Secondly, the building of 
new houses to be let as houses for tenants 
as well as sold to occupiers. He said 
“ houses ” but perhaps in this field flats would 
be even more important. He wanted to see 
new flats built for people to rent in the 
ordinary way. 


Need for Houses to Let 


He felt rather sympathetic when he heard 
that someone with a big income had gone 
into a council house, as though he had kept 
someone out. It was not his fault, because if 
he could have somewhere to rent rather 
than to buy he would do so. He hoped this 
clause would help to get houses built to let 
on economic terms to people who did not 
need or want a subsidy. There was no doubt 
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that the present law acted as a deterrent to 
any enterprising person who might otherwise 
engage on this work. In no case, whether 
a conversion or a new house, was any sub- 
sidy from either national or local public 
funds to be used. This was a free operation 
which in this way he was allowing to come 
on the market parallel with the unsubsidised 
housing, of which they had built so much for 
the purpose of the owner-occupier. 

It might be that this experiment would fail, 
and that, against the competition of the very 
high subsidies, they would not get a very 
great result. But the experiment was worth 
making to see if there were builders who 
would undertake at their own cost and risk 
both the conversion of old houses and the 
building of new houses on the basis of this 
clause. There was little hope of getting it on 
So long as the situation re- 
mained as it was there was no hope of any 
substantial increase in the number of flats 
converted from old houses, or of new houses 
built to rent. If they thought there was 
they were living in a fool’s paradise; it would 
not be done. 

Mr. JANNER declared that the whole system 
on which the Rent Acts were based was 
being undermined by this preposal. 

Mr. ENOocH PowELt said the clause went a 
stage nearer the time when they would do 
without the Rent Restriction Acts. 

Mr. MITCHISON said it was scandalous that 
the clause should be introduced in the name 
of freedom. 


Mr. HiGcGs argued that the best form of 
tent control was the existence of a sufficient 
number of houses, so that a tenant who was 
dissatisfied could tell the landlord he could 
go somewhere else. He welcomed the clause 
as a step in that direction. 

Mr. SILVERMAN said that the Government, 
by the new clause, were making a frontal 
attack on the whole principle of rent control. 

Mr. Hay believed that the new clause 
would increase the amount of housing 
accommodation. : 

Mr. BLENKINSOP said the Government 
supporters had been openly advocating the 
complete abolition of rent control. Here was 
the initiation of a class policy intended to 
divert labour and materials from homes 
for those in greatest need to relatively 
luxury requirements. 

Mr. WADE said that although the clause 
would not encourage the provision of many 
houses for letting it would encourage the 
division of old houses into separate dwellings 
and for that reason should be supported. 

The new clause was read a second time 
by 276 votes to 259, and added to the Bill. 


Amendment on Rent Increases 


On April 1, Mr. SPARKS moved a new 
clause designed to halt all rent increases at 
five-yearly periods, and to make their con- 
tinuance dependent on proof being produced 
by the landlord to the local authority that 
he had spent the rent increase on repairs 
and maintenance during the previous five 
years. He said that if the main purpose 
of the Bill was to be effective there must 
be a guarantee that the increased rent would 
be spent by the landlord on repairs and 
maintenance. There was nothing in the Bill 
to provide such a guarantee. The new clause 
placed an onus equally upon the landlord 
and the tenant to see that the rent increase 
had in fact been used for the purposes for 
Which it was granted. It would mean that, 
after having received an increase of rent 
for five years, the landlord would cease to 
get that increase unless he indicated to the 


THE BUILDER 


local authority that he had in fact spent 
the increased rent on keeping the house in 
good condition. Then he would be entitled 
to draw the increased rent for a further 
five years. 


Mr. Mor ey, who seconded, said that the 
new clause would show to the general public 
that this Bill was a genuine attempt to secure 
the repair of houses. 


Mr. MarPLEs said that the Minister could 
not accept the new clause. In many cases, 
relating to millions of houses, there would 
never be any dispute at all, but of course 
one could not say that there never would 
be a dispute in 100 per cent. of these cases. 
A dispute might be fomented by certain 
interests or it might be helped by them, but 
generally speaking there would be no dispute. 
Further, the working of the new clause would 
place too great a burden on local authorities. 
Already there were complaints of a shortage 
of sanitary inspectors, and it would be bur- 
densome if every five years local authority 
officials were called to check accounts show- 
ing what had been spent on repairs. If a 
house fell into disrepair because a landlord 
was not spending enough money on it the 
tenant could go to the local authority for 
a certificate of disrepair—not once in five 
years but every two or three months, if 
necessary, and the moment such a certificate 
was issued payment of the increase in rent 
could be withheld. 


Mr. LINDGREN said because of the guillo- 
tine the Opposition would not divide on the 
new clause, but if it were rejected the House 
would throw away the only clear-cut, definite 
guarantee to tenants that a landlord had to 
satisfy some independent authority that he 
had spent the money on repairs before he 
could claim the increased rent. 

The new clause was negatived. 


Transfer of Tenancies 


Mr. MITCHISON moved a new clause, to 
permit the transfer of certain controlled and 
statutory tenancies on the death of a tenant 
to the widow or other relative living in the 
house. He said that the present position was 
that a controlled tenancy ceuld pass once. 
to a widow or a relative who had been 
living for the proper period in the house, 
but that was the end of the matter. It could 
not pass again. It was proposed that, within 
the limits of the new clause, there should 
be an indefinite number of transmissions. 


Mr. MaArRPLES, resisting the new clause. 
said it would give a family the right to 
stay on a particular property at a fixed 
rent for all time. There was hardship in 
the case of the transmission of tenancies, 
but there was hardship on both sides some- 
times, to the landlord and the tenant. If 
it were going to be insisted that houses 
should be permanently requisitioned, as it 
were, at a fixed rent for all time, surely 
it was better to be honest about it, buy 
the house and pay a proper rent. The new 
clause would reduce the pool for the letting 
of existing rent-controlled houses. 


Mr. BEVAN, in a strong attack on the 
Government’s policy, declared that they must 
make up their mind that there would be 
an acute shortage of good houses in Britain 
for very many years to come. That was why 
the slums were being patched up. At such 
a time, Conservative members must accept 
the logic that ‘the price of houses must be 
allowed to rise and that more and more 
houses must go out of control, because that 
was their method of dealing with the scarcity. 
If the Conservatives had the courage to do 
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it they would abolish rent control at once, 
but they were hoping that death would do 
it for them. An increasing number of per- 
sons were dying because a much larger 
proportion of the population was advancing 
into the higher age groups. That meant that 
a larger number of houses passed from rent 
control. 


The owner of the house was being for- 
tuitously advantaged by the death of his 
tenant. Conservatives were always prepared 
to put the interests of property before the 
interests of the people. 

The new clause was negatived by 269 votes 
to 251. 


Government Amendments 


In the subsequent proceedings a number 
of Government amendments were made, 
many of them of a drafting nature, but some 
to fulfil promises made in Committee. One 
amendment, for example, moved by Mr. 
MarPLEs and agreed to, ensured that a land- 
lord ordered to carry out repairs to a house 
should not be permitted to evict the tenant 
in order to undertake the work and after- 
wards claim vacant possession of the house. 
The landlord could claim only access to the 
house. 


When the guillotine finally fell, Mk. BEVAN 
said that many important Opposition amend- 
ments had not been reached, though the 
Opposition had been most disciplined in their 
rationing of the time available. They would 
divide the House on the Government motion 
to delete Clause 34 (Standard Rents for New 
Conversions). That motion was a conse- 
quence of the ignominious surrender by the 
Minister the previous night to the Conserva- 
tive back-benchers who defended the interests 
of property. 

The clause was deleted by 268 votes to 
245. The remaining Government amend- 
ments were agreed to, and the report stage 
was concluded. 


The Tate Gallery 


On March 30, in the House of Lords, 
during the Committee stage of the National 
Gallery and Tate Gallery Bill, Lorp Kin- 
NAIRD moved an amendment to provide that 
the Tate Gallery trustees should have regard 
to the fact that the gallery had been pro- 
vided primarily for the display of British 
art of all periods, and of modern art. He 
said that Tate’s original gallery had eight 
rooms for British art, but now, following 
a tendency to go foreign, four of the rooms 

ere not used for the purpose for which 
they were built. He thought this was a 
temporary arrangement made by the trustees 
because part of the gallery had been 
bombed, but Parliament should make its 
intention clear. 

THE EARL OF SELKIRK, Paymaster-General, 
said it was not true that the Tate Gallery 
was becoming substantially foreign. On 
March 6, 4,000 feet were occupied by British 
pictures, 820 feet by foreign pictures, and. 
although the original design did not provide 
space for storage and administration, the 
equivalent of 350 feet was used for these 
purposes. There were also 500 feet not in 
use. Nor was it true that the pictures 
bought were predominantly foreign. In the 
past 20 years, 254 British works were bought 
and @4 foreign works. So far as he could 
judge, the effect of the Bill would be that 
there would be a tendency for foreign 
pictures to be moved from the Tate to the 
Natioual Gallery and for British pictures to 
be moved from the National Gallery to the 
Tate. It had to be remembered that Lord 
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Duveen provided three galleries at the Tate 
for foreign pictures. It had become a dual- 
purpose gallery and there was nothing that 
Parliament could do about it to-day. 
Furthermore, most people thought that this 
was highly desirable, and the gallery had 
become extremely popular. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 

THE EaRL OF HUNTINGDON moved a new 
clause as follows: ‘“‘ The Minister of Works 
shall in any building for the construction of 
which he is responsible allocate to artists 
out of the moneys provided for building not 
less than one and a half per cent. of the 
estimated cost of the building for the pur- 
pose of decoration whether by mural-paint- 
ing, paintings, mosaics, sculpture or other 
suitable mediums.” 

He said that, roughly speaking, an artist 
to-day, whether sculptor or painter, or what- 
ever medium he worked in, was in an 
extremely difficult position. The private 
patron of the last century had virtually 
disappeared, and, what with high taxation 
and limitation of income, there were very 
few people who could buy works of art on 
any large scale. Many artists, and not only 
the unsuccessful ones, found that they could 
only live and practise their art if they 
earned money on so many days of the week 
by teaching. So they got. the extraordinary 
position that large numbers of students were 
taught by these artists who could not get 
enough money to live on by the practice of 
their art, and so they had to teach, and these 
students, in their turn. when they were 
trained, would be unable to earn a living 
and would have to teach more students, and 
so on. It was a most vicious circle. He 
wanted to bring to the attention of the 
Government the necessity of trying to help 
out those artists to-day. A line might be 
followed that artists should work not so 
much for the private patron but for the big 
corporation, the local authority, the national 
board and the Government. The Govern- 
ment should take a lead in this. 

He believed that, as the result of modern 
architectural trends, we had been having a 
wave of rather bare architecture which called 
for decoration. Many architects did not 
realise what good decoration could do to 
improve a building. We had often had a 
great deal of bad decoration, and he thought 
that in the past the artist often had been 
to blame, in that when called on to do a 
massive piece of outdoor decoration, 
whether a monumental sculpture or mural 
painting, he was still thinking largely in 
terms of the easel pictures which he. had 
painted in oils. He had not necessarily got 
a grip of the architectural field. That was 
something which could be developed, but at 
present very little opportunity was being 
given for such development. By the new 
clause he was suggesting that the Govern- 
ment should give a lead to the other poten- 
tial patrons of art by allocating, when public 
buildings were built, a sum of money to 
the artist for decorations. This, he under- 
stood, was done very successfully in France. 
and was producing good results. The sum 
he proposed was not high—14 per cent. 


LorD METHUEN, as a fellow-painter, sup- 
ported the new clause. He said they had 
got so used to easel paintings that they quite 
forgot that mural] decoration was the oldest 
form of decoration in the world, going back 
to the days of Cromagnon man. But there 
was plenty of scope for murals, particularly 
in big public buildings, if only a little 
imagination was used to make use of artists 
and sculptors, for this purpose by architects, 
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generally speaking. And he trusted that 
the architects of the Ministry of Works would 
not be behindhand in advocating this excel- 
lent example. 


Lorp HAMPTON also supported the new 
clause, and Eart JowiTT said this was the 
sort of thing that ought to be done. 


Lorp BLACKForD felt that the proposal 
should be turned down on the ground of 
expense. 

The Ear OF SELKIRK said that the sug- 
gestion in the clause was not entirely new; 
a similar suggestion had already been made 
by the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, though they were very modest and 
wanted only one-quarter of one per cent. 
on blocks of offices. The Minister of 
Works was fully aware of the need that 
public buildings should be attractive in 
appearance and that in a large measure 
artists were dependent on the scope of the 
artistic work which his department provided. 
On a number of new buildings erected since 
the war—for example, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture headquarters in Whitehall-place, and 
the Whitehall-gardens building—work of this 
character had been carried out, and his 
impression was that it was quite good. The 
new Colonial Office on the old Westminster 
Hospital site; just opposite that House, 
would ‘also be adorned with sculpture and 
would have fine panelling, fashioned from 
woods given by certain Colonies. He must 
point out, however, that there were some 
real difficulties. Basically, this involved a 
money resolution, which made it difficult. 
Moreover, the Ministry of Works was 
engaged in many other works besides Gov- 
ernment offices and post offices. They were 
responsible for atomic energy establishments, 
grain driers and ships’ tanks, which did not 
readily lend themselves to this kind of treat- 
ment. It should be recognised that the 
architect was also an artist and should be 
left free either to decorate or not to decorate. 
That applied not only to the architect but 
also to the civil engineer—he was thinking 
particularly of Waterloo Bridge, which had 
extremely little decoration and showed a 
very high standard of engineering art. It 
was also difficult to distinguish sharply 
between craftsman and artist. 

Over the last three years the Ministry of 
Works had allocated £50,000 to the adorn- 
ment of new buildings. In regard to paint- 
ings, they were regarded as part of the 
furnishing of the building, and their use 
was necessarily influenced by the taste of 
the occupiers. The Ministry, however, did 
purchase a number of pictures for Govern- 
ment buildings at home and abroad. During 
the last three years they had spent £8,000 
on pictures by living artists, which was 
some recognition of what was being done. 
The panels which were going abroad were 
going to Rio, not to New York. They were 
painted by John Piper—who was a former 
trustee of the Tate Gallery—and cost £1,000. 
That was the only painting which could 
be said to belong definitely to .a building. 
The Minister of Works recognised that, with 
the decline in private patronage, whatever 
the reason might be, a certain responsibility 
in this sphere adhered to his department. 
On the other hand, expenditure must be 
watched carefully. Proper adornment in 
the fulfilment of design was recognised as 
an essential part of the provision of public 
buildings. He hoped the clause would not 
be pressed. The point was appreciated by 
the Minister of Works. 

The new clause was, by leave, withdrawn 
and the Committee stage concluded. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 


Stone Houses 


On March 29, Major Hicks-BeEacuH asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would state the number 
of houses built in Gloucestershire since the 
Housing Act, 1949, in which a special] sub- 
sidy under Section 39 of that Act was used 
for houses built of stone or other special 
material to preserve the character of the 
locality concerned. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the number 
built was 135 and a further 14 had been 
approved. 


Bankside Power Station 

On March 30, in the House of Lords, 
Lord DERWENT asked the Government 
whether the discharge of fumes from the 
Bankside Power Station was having any 
injurious effect upon St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

Lorp Mancrort, Lord in Waiting, replied 
that the new Bankside Power Station was 
equipped with the most modern type of gas- 
washing plant. The performance of this 
plant had been under constant observation 
since it was put into operation last July, and 
a high degree of efficiency had been main- 
tained on the extraction of sulphur dioxide 
from the flue gases. He was advised that 
there was no reason to think that the small 
amount which passed into the atmosphere 
from the new power station had any harm- 
ful effect upon St. Paul’s Cathedral. If, on 
the other hand, any evidence were advanced 
to the contrary, the Government would, of 
course, be prepared to undertake most 
immediate and searching investigations. 

Lorp DERWENT asked if Lord Mancroft 
could give any indication as to the volume 
of the fumes given out by the new power 
station as compared with the volume of 
fumes given out by the old power station. 


Lorp MANcRoFT said he understood that 
the new station gave out about 10 tons of 
fumes a month, compared with over 150 
tons a month which were given out by the 
old station. 

Lorp SILKIN said the answer would give 
satisfaction in many quarters. He had been 
the victim of savage attacks in a number 
of newspapers over the effect of these fumes 
on St. Paul’s. and could Lord Mancroft take 
any steps to ensure that his answer received 
at least as much publicity as the original 
attacks received? 

Lorp MANCROFT replied that he had no 
means at his disposal of ensuring that the 
publicity to his answer was equal to that 
given to the attacks on Lord Silkin. But, 
if it was any comfort to Lord Silkin, he 
could assure him that he thought the attacks 
made on him were quite unjustified. 


Employment in Building Industry 

On March 30, Mr. Osporne asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was satisfied there would be no wide- 
spread unemployment in the building indus- 
try when the council house building pro- 
gramme began to taper off. 

Mr. Marptes, who replied, said that, in 
brief, the Government aimed at stabilising the 
house-building programme at about 300,000 
a year, which was 50 per cent. above the 
1951 level. In so far as this might release 
resources at present engaged on house-build- 
ing there was substantial building required 
for productive industry and agriculture, for 
work on existing houses, and for the many 
social needs so long restricted; and all of 
these required additional resources. 
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Subsidy and Loan Interest Statistics 

On March 30, Mr. BLACKBURN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would state the total amount paid 
to local authorities in housing subsidies, and 
the total amount paid by local authorities 
in interest on housing loans for each of the 
years 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952 and 1953. 


Mr. MARPLES said the following were the 
figures : 
LOCALYAUTHORITIES—ENGLAND AND WALES 
































Exchequer grants | Interest on housing 
Financial towards housing loans included in 
Year expenses the Housing 
Revenue Account 
(1) (2) (3) 
2 
£ £ 
1949/50 =r 25,119,123 37,337,000 
i950/51...| (23,098,681 42,824,000 
51/52 «..|-—~—«25,398,977 48,997,000 
7/53. ...|-~—~=«230,041,354 57,500,000 
| (estimate) 
1953/54... --:36,108,900 No estimate 
, (estimate) available 
Planning Appeals 


On March 30, MR. IRVINE asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government what 
measures he was taking to shorten the time 
taken for decisions in planning appeals. 


Mr. MARPLES said there had been a large 
increase in the number of appeals during 
the past twelve months and this had inevit- 
ably led to some delay. To meet this situa- 
tion, the Minister had increased the number 
of inspectors, and had made special arrange- 
ments in his department to help speed up 
the reaching of decisions. He was watching 
the position carefully. 


House Purchase Deposits 


On March 30, Mr. Dopps asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government if 
he could yet make a statement, following his 
talks with building societies and _ local 
authorities to secure a reduction in the 
deposit which a house purchaser had to find. 


Mr. MarpPLes said he could not. The 
Minister had not yet heard from all the asso- 
ciations of local authorities concerned re- 
gatding the final details. 


New Town at Wimborne and Cranborne 


On March 30, Mr. CroucH asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what representations he had received from 
local authorities, organisations and individuals 
in the county of Dorset, following the pre- 
liminary negotiations between the Dorset 
County Council and the London County 
Council on the possibility of building’a new 
town within the areas of Wimborne and 
Cranborne rural districts; what form repre- 
sentations to him should take; and if he would 
make a statement. 


Mr. MarPLEs said he understood that so 
far only preliminary discussions between the 
two county councils had taken place with a 
view to the possibility of agreement on 
development to be carried out under the 
Town Development Act. There was no 
question of a new town development cor- 
poration being established under the New 
Towns Act. No definite proposals had been 
formulated and the Minister would expect the 
authorities concerned to consult the Depart- 
ment before making any. If eventually a 
planning application was made for permission 
0 carry out a town development scheme, 
and the Minister thought that there was likely 
0 be strong local objection, he would 
arange for a public inquiry to be held. 
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Hardwood Imports 


On March 30, Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked 
the President of the Board of Trade what 
amount of dollar exchange he intended to 
release for the purpose of the importation of 
United States hardwood, such as oak; and 
whether he had borne in mind the effect of 
this action upon the West African timber 
industry. 

Mr. HEATHCOTE Amory said that for bal- 
ance of payments reasons import licences 
for dollar hardwood were granted only where 
suitable alternatives for essential purposes 
were not available from West Africa or other 
non-dollar sources. The question of limiting 
imports in advance to a prescribed sum did 
not, therefore, arise. An application recently 
made by the Hardwood Importers’ Section 
of the Timber Trade Federation for removal 
of restrictions on the import of dollar hard- 
wood was now under consideration. 


Home Timber Inquiry 


On April 1, Sim THoMAs DUGDALE, Minis- 
ter of Agriculture, announced that the 
Secretary of State for Scotland and he had 
decided to set up a departmental committee 
with the following terms of reference :— 

“With the object of promoting confidence 
and stability, and bearing in mind both 
the output from Forestry Commission wood- 
lands and the need to develop markets, to 
consider what measures might be taken 
within the home timber industry to improve 
the arrangements for marketing produce 
from privately owned woodlands and to 
report.” 

Mr. Hugh Watson, the Deputy Keeper of 
the Signet, had agreed to be the chairman 
of the committee. 


“INDISCRIMINATE TENDERING ” 


National President’s Appeal to Local 
Authorities 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, National presi- 
dent, speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Taunton and District Association of Building 
Trades Employers, at Taunton, on April 2, 
thanked the Press for the prominence they 
gave earlier that week to the report of the 
Joint Committee on Tendering Procedure. 

“T now ask them,” he said, “to help us to 
keep the recommendations in the report, par- 
ticularly those relating to the best tendering 
methods, prominently before all concerned— 
including, of course, local authorities, who 
are the biggest building owners in the coun- 
try. They are spending about £500m. a year 
from the rates and taxes on building. 

“A copy of the report is being sent to 
each local authority and I appeal to them 
at this time, when economy of expenditure 
is so vital, to study the report and to con- 
sider seriously the abandonment of the 
costly practice of indiscriminate tendering 
which has been condemned by each of the 
many committees which have dealt with the 
subject.” 


Housing Reduction 


A request for a reduction in their housing 
programme has been made to Brierley Hill 
UDC by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government. Replying to the UDC’s request 
for the acceptance of a tender for the erec- 
tion of 135 houses, the Ministry stated that 
the UDC would have to restrict the number 
of houses placed upder contract to release 
resources for other types of building. Never- 
theless, the Council’s TP Committee recom- 
mends that no change be made in their de- 
cision to accept the tender. 
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PRIVATE WATER SUPPLY 
Derbyshire Builder’s Scheme 


(THE latest enterprise of Mr. John Adling- 

ton, a builder of Clay Cross, Derby- 
shire, is an unusual one, writes a correspon- 
dent. Last year he bought the greater part 
of the Stubbing Court estate, and he and his 
family now reside in the Georgian house 
overlooking the Great Pond. From this ten- 
acre lake Mr. Adlington plans to provide a 
private water supply to the thousand-house 
Lydgate estate, which his firm proposes to 
develop at Wingerworth. 

Not only that, but Mr. Adlington has 
offered to supply half-a-million gallons of 
water a day from Stubbing to the National 
Coal Board Carbonization Plant in course of 
construction about a mile away, and he says 
the authorities are now considering his 
proposal with interest. 

A private limited company has _ been 
formed and is, at the moment, in the process 
of registration. The formation of such a 
company is an unusual event these days and 
there is almost certain to be opposition to 
Mr. Adlington’s plans. But he is convinced 
of the soundness of his scheme and is pre- 
pared to go to the extent of a Private Bill to 
Parliament to obtain the necessary consents 
to the work. 

“T think I can supply water to houses on 
the Lydgate estate much cheaper than the 
statutory authority,” he says, and he also 
contends that he can provide water to the 
Coal Carbonization Plant at very reasonable 
terms. 

He says that when he bought the Stubbing 
Estate he was aware of the unusual water 
resources available within the property, and 
having measured the output of the reservoir, 
is more than satisfied that his resources are 
adequate to meet his plans. 


DISCUSSION ON PAPERS 
Some Advice to Speakers 


THE agenda paper of the British Electrical 
Development Association’s Conference, held 
in London on April 6-9, contains the follow- 
ing advice to speakers taking part in dis- 
cussions. Those intending to speak in the 
discussions were kindly requested to note the 
following points: 

Speakers in discussions will be allowed 
5 minutes. 

In order to save time compliments to the 
author need not be repeated by every 
speaker. 

Agreement with what the author or some 
other speaker has said is neither necessary 
nor useful—except, perhaps, when the 
speaker thinks the point has not had sufficient 
emphasis, or when he wishes to advance 
new arguments in its favour. 

Speakers should confine their remarks to 
one or perhaps two specific points upon 
which they have special knowledge or ex- 
perience, rather than attempt to cover the 
whole of the ground. 

It will greatly assist the organisers if in- 
tending speakers will send in their names 
on the slips provided indicating the section 
of the Paper with which they wish to deal. 


Government Publications 


Sectional list No. 3 has now been pub- 
lished by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, London, SW1, and lists 
those papers and reports issued by the 
Department which are still in print or in 
the press. Copies can be obtained from the 
Stationery Office. 

















LAW REPORTS 


Builder’s Slander Action Against 
Surveyor 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JusTICcE CASSELS. 
Brown v. Gibbs 
ME. 


WILLIAM ROBERT BROWN, 
carrying on a builder’s business as 
Brown and Long, at Lee High-road, 
Lewisham, was awarded £100 damages, with 
costs, for. slander in the Queen’s Bench 
Division on March 26 against a surveyor, 
Mr. Theodore Gibbs, of Southwood-road, 
New Eltham. The action was heard by Mr. 
Justice Cassels and a jury, who found for 
the plaintiff and awarded him £100 damages, 
with costs. 

The plaintiff alleged that the defendant 
told Mr. William Machell, who wanted war 
damage repairs carried out at his house at 
Church-grove, Lewisham: “They (the 
plaintiff's firm) are not in a sufficiently sound 
financial position to carry out the work. 
There is a possibility of bankruptcy before 
completion of the work. Brown’s work as 
a builder is neither reliable nor satisfactory.” 
It was alleged that this statement was also 
made in the presence of Mrs. Machell and 
the Machells’ son. 

The defence was a denial of the words. 
Alternatively it was pleaded that if they 
were spoken the occasion was privileged; 
that it was the defendant’s duty as a sur- 
veyor to give the information to Mr. Machell 
and it was in his interests that the words 
should be spoken. 

Mr. James A. Petrie {instructed by Messrs. 
Huntley, Millard and Co.) appeared for the 
plaintiff; Mr. Charles Lawson (instructed by 
Messrs. Hirst and Co.) was for the defendant. 

Opening the case, Mr. Petrie said that 
the facts were that Mr. Machell had engaged 
Mr. Gibbs to prepare a specification for war 
damage repairs at his house at Church- 
grove. Mr. Gibbs suggested a firm to carry 
out the work, but Mr. Machell insisted that 
Mr. Brown, of whom he had heard good 
reports, should be engaged. On August 27, 
1952, Mr. Gibbs called on Mr. Machell, and 
in an interview which was also attended by 
Mrs. Machell and their son, who was a 
student quantity surveyor, he made the state- 
ments of which the plaintiff complained. 

Mr. Petrie said that Mr. Gibbs was in a 
heated state and spoke in an angry voice. 
He did not want Brown to do the work 
and did not care whether the statements he 
made were true or not. 

For the defence, Mr. Lawson said the 
jury had to decide whether the words were 
spoken by Mr. Gibbs, and if they thought 
they were spoken they had to decide whether 
he had been actuated by malice. The 
judge had indicated, he said, that he would 
rule the occasion on which the words were 
spoken was privileged. The plaintiff had 
now to prove malice. It was not improper, 
counsel submitted, for Mr. Gibbs to discuss 
with the person who was employing him 
the work of Mr. Brown, of which he had 
some previous experience. But he con- 
tended that he had only told Mr. Machell 
that Mr. Brown’s work was not satisfactory. 
Mr. Gibbs’s only concern was that his client 
should receive satisfactory service from the 
builder engaged. It was inconceivable to 
say he was actuated by malice towards a man 
he had never met. 

Replying, Mr. Petrie said three witnesses 
had given evidence that Mr. Gibbs had made 
the statements which were alleged. He asked 
the jury to accept their evidence. The 
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allegation that Mr. Brown’s business was not 
in a sound financial state was completely 
untrue as was another suggestion that it was 
up for auction. 

Summing-up, the judge said that the case 
arose over a house which had been badly 
damaged in the “blitz.” Mr. Gibbs had 
drawn’ up a specification for war damage 
repairs and the cost of the work mentioned 
had ranged from £200 to £700. It was the 
jury’s task to decide what was actually said 
in the Machells’ home on August 27. The 
jury might think, continued the judge, there 
was some force in the defence’s observations 
that if Mr. Gibbs had said nothing and the 
plaintiff had been unable to continue when 
the job was only half done, Mr. Machell 
would have been indignant with the defend- 
ant. In evidence, Mr. Gibbs had said that 
the only other contact he had had with Mr. 
Brown’s firm was when he inspected work 
they did at a house in Fulham. He had 
regarded that work as_ unsatisfactory. He 
mentioned this to Mr. Machell, and also said 
he had heard from another client that the 
firm was up for auction. But he denied 
the other statements attributed to him. 

His Lordship ruled that the occasion on 
which the words were alleged to have been 
spoken was a privileged one. But the 
defendant lost the protection of the privilege 
if it was proved he had spoken maliciously. 
The jury had to ask themselves if they could 
find that Mr. Gibbs had an improper motive 
against Mr. Brown. Whichever way it was 
decided, the case would have one satisfac- 
tory conclusion. Mr. Brown would leave 
the court with just as good a reputation as 
when he entered it. No aspersions had been 
made against him. 

The jury, answering three questions put to 
them by the judge, said they were satisfied 
the words complained of were spoken; that 
they were defamatory of the plaintiff; and 
that the defendant was actuated by malice. 

As stated, they awarded the plaintiff £100 
damages, with costs. 


Claim for Increased Costs fails in 
Absence of Signed RIBA Agreement 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JusTICE DEVLIN. 
Moore v. Shawcross 


HE question whether a builder, who had 
not signed the RIBA form of agree- 
ment, could nevertheless charge the building 
owner with the increased cost of labour and 
material—as provided by Clause 25 of that 
agreement—was raised in a special case 
before Mr. Justice Devlin in the Queen’s 
Bench Division on April 5. His lordship 
upheld the finding of a special referee that 
the increased charges could not be made. 
A claim by Mr. J. F. Moore, trading as 
Moore and Son, of Manor-drive, Penmaen- 
mawr, Caernarvonshire, against Mr. E. 
Shawcross, of Dane-road, Sale, Cheshire, for 
balance of an account due in respect of the 
rebuilding of a war-damaged house in Dane- 
road in 1945-46 had been sent to a special 
referee, whose award was now before the 
court. Mr. Moore’s tender for the work 
was based upon bills of quantities and 


.general conditions provided by the defend- 


ant’s architect. Clause 18 of the general 
conditions provided “ The successful contrac- 
tor, if any, may be required to enter into 
the usual form of agreement published by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects; or 
other form of agreement required by the 
War Damage Commission.” 

When his tender was accepted, Mr. 
Moore did not enter into the RIBA agree- 
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Finding Places for Apprentices 


HE LMBA has circularised all its mem- 
bers calling their attention to the fact 
that a considerable number of boys leaving 
school at Easter will be seeking apprentice- 
ship in the building industry. It is impera- 
tive therefore that there shall be available a 
sufficient number of vacancies with suitable 
employers so that the boys may be absorbed 
immediately and before they lose interest 
and accept employment in other industries, 

All members are. asked to stretch their 
resources to the limit in taking on new 
apprentices and to return a questionnaire 
showing the maximum numbers they can 
take in the various trades. A complete list 
of vacancies will then be circulated to the 
Schools of Building, Youth Employment 
Officers and others interested. 

There is no more vital task for the build- 
ing industry at the present time than the 
recruitment of adequate numbers of crafts- 
men, says the circular. 


Mock Arbitration at the RIBA 


IN CONJUNCTION WITH: the Institute of 
Arbitrators, the LMBA is staging a mock 
arbitration in the autumn. It is to take 
place on October 21 in the Henry Jarvis Hall 
of the RIBA. 

A similar event some two years ago was an 
overwhelming success, and as applications 
for tickets were sufficient to have filled the 
hall some four times over, there have been 
many requests for a repeat performance. In 
addition to being good entertainment the 
mock arbitration has considerable value in 
showing how a real arbitration is carried 
out. 


Cricket Club Fixtures 


AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
LMBA Cricket Club, Mr. B. J. Garrett was 
elected captain in succession to Mr. George 
Parker, with Mr. A. F. Wallis as vice-cap- 
tain. Mr. R. S. Williams, president of the 
LMBA, was elected to the presidency of the 
Club and Mr. J. D. Long was re-appointed 
hon. secretary and treasurer. 

The following fixtures have been arranged 
for the 1954 season:—May 6, LMBA v. 
RICS Cricket Club; May 25, LMBA vy. LCC 
Architects’ Club; June 3, LMBA v. RIBA 
Cricket Club; June 18, LMBA v. Blue Circle 
Sports Club. 


MIX DESIGN AND QUALITY 
CONTROL OF CONCRETE 


Symposium to be Held in London 


A SYMPOSIUM on mix design and quality 
control of concrete is to be held at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George- 
street, London, SW1, from May 11-13 next. 

The symposium is being organised by the 
Cement and Concrete Association in con- 
junction with the Reinforced Concrete Asso- 
ciation, the Research Committee for the Cast 
Stone and Cast Concrete Products Industry, 
and the Prestressed Concrete Development 
Group. The Building Research Station and 
the Road Research Laboratory of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research have kindly agreed to co-operate. 

Membership of the symposium is free to 
all those interested. Applications for mem- 
bership should be made by to-morrow, April 
10, to the Organising Secretary, Symposium 
on Mix Design and Quality Control of Con- 
crete, Cement and Concrete Association, 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, London, SWI. 
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CAREERS IN BUILDING 
Exhibition at St. Pancras 


AT THE CAREERS EXHIBITION organized by 
the St. Pancras Rotary Club at the Willis 
Hall, Prince of Wales- road, NW5, from 
March 24-26, the building industry was repre- 
sented by a stand arranged jointly by the 
London Master Builders’ Association and 
the Northern Polytechnic. The exhibits on 
the stand were displays of work which had 
been executed by apprentices attending part- 
time classes at the Northern Polytechnic, 
and apprentices were in attendance on the 
stand each day to answer’ questions asked 
by the many schoolboys who attended the 
exhibition. Members of Central Area No. 2 
of the London Master Builders’ Association 
were also in attendance to deal with points 
raised by parents and careers masters at 
schools, on the prospects of careers in the 
building industry. 


On the afternoon of March 26, a talk was 
given to an audience of school leavers by 
Mr. C. K. Tavener, of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, Mr. P. McNamara of 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives (LRC) and two apprentices, R. 
Halsey, bricklayer, and P. Tear, carpenter 
and joiner. An outline was given of the 
apprenticeship scheme operating in the 
building industry, and the two apprentices 
spoke of their experiences and impressions 
of the industry since they had entered it 
some two or three years ago. The stand 
was designed by Mr. T. E. Scott, CBE, 
FRIBA, and the work was carried out by 
Messrs. Yeomans and Partners, Ltd. 


DETERGENT COMMITTEE’S 
REPORT 


Effects on Plumbing and Sewage 


THE COMMITTEE appointed by Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, in May last year to examine 
and report on the effects of the increasing 
use of synthetic detergents, has presented an 
interim report (HMSO, price 4d.) which was 
published on March 26. 


The committee say complex problems are 
involved, and it may be a year or more before 
they can report fully. Their provisional 
views are that the available evidence does 
not justify any immediate alarm, although 
careful examination is needed of the effects 
of synthetic detergents on sewage treatment. 
the condition of rivers and the purity of 
water supplies. 


The committee think that the excellent 
grease-removing properties of synthetic deter- 
gents may accentuate the need to avoid the 
use of easily corroded metals in plumbing 
equipment, and they refer also to complaints 
about the effects of synthetic detergents on 
various household appliances, but they find 
that no general corrosion problem has arisen 
so far. 


The most serious problems, in the com- 
mittee’s view, are in connection with sewage 
treatment, particularly where the resulting 
effluents are discharged to rivers used for 
public water supply. They mention foam 
nuisance at some sewage works, the 
possibility of reduced purification and, hence, 
worsened effluents, and the question of the 
effect on rivers of the synthetic detergents 
which still remain in sewage effluents after 
treatment. . 


Investigations into all these matters are 
in hand. 
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CARPENTERS’ DINNER 
Annual Function in London 


THE ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE of the 
Incorporated British Institute of Certified 
Carpenters, was held on March 27 last, at 
the Windsor Castle Restaurant, London. 

Among those present were Major General 
C. Lloyd, CB, CBE, TD, BSc, FinstP, 
director of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, the Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Carpenters, Mr. Kenneth M. 
Roberts, and the senior warden and clerk to 
the company, together with the director of 
their Building Crafts Training School. 

The Institute’s president, Lt.-Col. W. W. 
Dove, CBE, TD, DL, FSA, FIOB, is this 
year’s senior warden of the Carpenters’ Com- 
pany and chairman of the City and Guilds 
advisory committee for their carpentry and 
joinery examinations. 

The president was supported by the chair- 
man of Council, Mr. M. T. Telling, FIBCC. 

Masor GEN. LLoypD proposed the toast to 
the Institute and said that as a great believer 
in craft education, he felt that education in 
this country had taken a wrong turn. We 
must get our feet back on firm ground to 
produce the men most needed by industry. 
The Institute’s co-operation was greatly 
valued by the City and Guilds as without the 
help of the IBICC they could not carry out 
their craft examination as at present and in 
this the president played no small part. 

Lt.-CoL. Dove, in reply, said it was up to 
architects to design good work instead of so 
much “modernism.” If they did not, the 
boys would not have an opportunity to do 
good class joinery and the repercussions 
resulting from this would be felt by the mext 
generation. 

Mr. M. T. TELLING proposed the toast to 
the Carpenters’ Company and thanked them 
for their generous help during the past year. 

“There are many new techniques today,” 
he said, “introduced because of the recent 
shortage of timber which are different to 
established practice without being better. 
We must ask ourselves, are we, in trying to 
get greater production, losing the important 
value of good craftsmanship. The training 
of a craftsman builds character as well as 
giving him skill.” 

The reply was by the Master of the 
Carpenters’ Company. 


STEEPLEJACKS’ FEDERATION 


Annual General Meeting 


THE EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of 
the National Federation of Master Steeple- 
jacks and Lightning Conductor Engineers 
was held in London on March 17 last. The 
following Officers were elected: President— 
W. Bacon of Méssrs. Wm. and R. W. Bacon, 
Ltd. Vice-President—D. Campbell of Messrs. 
J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. Council:—A. E. D. 
Beaumont of Messrs. F. E. Beaumont, Ltd.; 
J. Davis of Ben D. Gibbs and Son, Ltd.; 
S. Larkins of Messrs. W. Larkins.; R. A. 
Price of Messrs. R. C. Cutting and Co., Ltd. 
and Q. J. Williamson MA, LIB of Messrs. 
H. Lister and Son, Ltd. 

The main item of interest during the year 
was concerned with the use of the “ bosun’s 
chair.” The Department of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories had indicated that the 
normal type of bosun’s chair in use in the 
industry did not conform to the Building 
(Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations 
1948, and a prototype model had been 
evolved in an effort to meet the requirements 
of the factory department. Exhaustive in- 
quiries had shown that the prototype chair 
still required further alterations. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


W. R. Bloodworth & Sons, Ltd. (527271.) Regd. 
Dec. 24, bidr. and contractor. Nom. cap.: £4,000. 
Dirs.: W. R. Bloodworth, Mrs. I. B. Bloodworth and 
P. R. Bloodworth, all of 23, Wilford-la., W. Bridgford, 
Notts. 

Concrete Construction Co. (Great Yarmouth), Ltd. 
(527276.) Regd. Dec, 24, Boundary Works, Boundary- 
rd., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Dir.: W, J. Groom, Tudor Gates, Lynn-gr., Gorléston, 
Gt. Yarmouth. &. ° ‘ 

D. Lawrence & Son, Ltd. (527279.) Regd. Dec. 24, 
blidr., plumber, contractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000,  Dirs.: 
D. Lawrence and Mrs: J. Lawrence, 17, Adams-rd., 
Merry Hill, Wolverhampton. 

Dodgson Wearmouth, Ltd. (527280.) Regd. Dec. 
24, la, Douglas-st., Middlesbrough, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. Dir.: J H. Dodgson, 
2, Blenheim-rd., Middlesbrough. 

L. E. Allen & Co. (Cardiff), Ltd. (527287.) Regd. 
Dec. 24, Brook House, Brook Green-rd., 6, con- 
sulting engrs., assessors, contractors and technical 
advisers, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: L. E. Allen, 
Barn Farm, Marlow. 

George A. Giles & Sons. Ltd. (527305.) Regd. Dec. 
24, 22, Broomhill-rd., Bulwell, Notts, bldrs. and bldg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: G. A. 
Giles, The Limes, Highbury-rd., Bulwell, Nottingham. 

Smith, Bailey and Anderson, Ltd. (527310.) Regd. 

Cc. 4, Oldchurch-rd., Stepney, El, mnfr. 
of ropes and canvas goods. Nom; cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
G. R. Anderson, Sen., 62, Chestnut-ave., Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex. 

S. T. Good & Co., Ltd. (527349.) Regd. Dec. 29, 
Oakley-rd., Chinnor, Oxon, joinery mnfr. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dir.: S. T. Good, 45, Lower Icknield-way, 
Chinnor, Oxon. 
. Woodco, Ltd. (527354.) Regd. Dec. 29, 9/11, 
‘Copthall-ave., EG, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. 
Dirs.: W. Woodcock and Mrs. G. I. Woodcock, 122, 

Ibert-rd., Epsom. 
a2 Wilifamson (Contractors), Ltd. (527366). Regd. 
Dec. 30, 128, Higher Hillgate, Stockport, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. F. Williamson, 
128-130, Higher Hillgate, Stockport, Ches., signs as 
director. 

Gayler & Powell, Ltd. (527367.) Regd. Dec. 3u, 
Dashwood House, Old Broad-st., EC2, engrs., bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: eae wc A. R. Gayler, 32, 
Parkside, Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex. 

Tickner and Emmerton, Ltd. (527388.) Regd. Dec, 
30, bldrs., etc. _Nom._cap.: £5,000. irs F.C. 
Tickner, 5, Rural-way, Redhill, Surrey. 

Spaxamatic, Ltd. (527296.) Regd. Dec. 24, con- 
structional and civil engrs., etc. Nom, cap.: £1,000. 
Sub.: E. Wax, 33, Haymarket, SWI. 

C. S. Moore & Co., Ltd. Soggy age _ * 

i -| s., Wharton-st., Cardiff, decora 
Westmninster tags. 00, Dis: C. Hi.’ Moore, 178, 


mnfrs. wer - —o™ 

idlas-rd., Llanishen, Cardiff. : 

“"—_ Brown (Builders), Ltd. (527395.) Regd. 
Dec. 30, 293, New Bedford-rd., Luton. Nom. cap.: 


£1,000. Dirs.: H. E. Brown and Mrs. E. M. Brown, 
293, New Bedford-rd., Luton. 

Redheugh-Willey, Ltd. (527447.) Regd. Dec. 31, 
Tan-la., Exeter, Devon, constructional and mechanical 
engrs., gas, elec., pneumatic, hydraulic, sanitary and 
genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100,000. Sub.: H. L 
Wrigglesworth, 15, gr ie te “a 

x (Builders), Ltd. (52 ; egd. ; 
eight “Southend-on-Sea, bldr., decorator 


6. A. H. Cox, 76, Westborough-rd., 


and plumber. Dir.: 


iff-on-Sea. 
Ween ear & Son, Ltd. (527418.) Regd. Dec. 31, 


ivil engrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: £100. Subs.: 
se Herbert ‘and Claire Moore, 128, Albany-st., 


wo and Groves, Ltd. (527423.) Regd. Dec. 31, 
bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
S. A. Geard, 118, St. Dunstans-ave., Acton, W3. 
Geo. Newton (Scarborough), Ltd. (527424.) Regd. 
Dec. 31, 60, Trafalgar-st. West, Scarborough, painters, 
decoratots, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000.  Dirs.: G. 
Newton and Mrs. ~ bs E. on Overgreen 
w, Burniston, Scarborough. 
oN and J. Mettam, Ltd. (527436.) Regd. Dec. 


and contractors, etc. 


Igy gs "25000. "tie. etiam, Yeld-rd., Bake- 
“ee Free, Ltd. (527438.) Regd. Dec. 31, 273, 
Whitechape rere: CE Bivins, 6. Broom Water 
os aoe. “Ltd. (527456.) Regd. Dec. 31, 


Idrs.. etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: T. J. Reeves and 
Ms J. A. Reeves, 117, High-st., Merton, SW. 

W. J. Butcher (Builders), Ltd. (527465.) Regd. 
Dec. 31, 76a, Queen-st.. Romford, bldr. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dirs.: W. a and Mary J. Butcher, 

, Queen-st., Romford. 

Me Webeter (Ashford), Ltd. (527466.) Regd. Dec. 
31, 10, Plain-rd., Folkestone, bldrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. og ne Laurel Villa, 
ilberforce-rd., Sandgate, Folkestone. 

“—. Clerey & Sons, Ltd. (527470.) Regd. Dec. 
31, 14, Frederick-st., Sunderland, bldrs. and con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: H. V. Clerey, 
18. Lovaine-rd., Tynemouth, Northumberland. 

Harris (Wallington). Ltd. (527489.) Regd. Dec. 31, 
genl. bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £700.  Dirs.. A. E. 
Harris and Annie Harris, 134, Stafford-rd., Walling- 


ton. 
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DEMOLITION 
CONTRACTORS 


Federation’s Annual Luncheon 


"THE valuable part that demolition con- 

tractors could play in slum clearance 
was emphasised by Mr. J. R. Bevins, MP, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Works, when he spoke at the annual 
luncheon of the National Federation of 
Demolition Contractors, which was held in 
London on March 31. 

Mr. Bevins, who was replying to the toast 
of HM Minister of Works, proposed by 
Mr. W. J. Balderstone, chairman of the Mid- 
land and Welsh Region of the Federation, 
paid a tribute to all connected with the 
building industry because, he said, it was 
they who were responsible for the success 
of the present housing drive. 

The Government were now turning to the 
question of the older houses and it was par- 
ticularly appropriaté that they should be 
attacking this problem at the beginning of 
the present reign because Queen Elizabeth I 
had similar problems in her time and showed 
great interest in them. 

There were now at least 2m. houses in 
this country that came under the category 
of slum dwellings and these were occupied 
by 8m. people. It was the Government's 
duty to rehouse these people, who were 
living in what were often verminous and 
rotten conditions, for such conditions mocked 
the advancements that had been made in 
education, public health and other social 
services. Mr. Bevins considered that tack- 
ling these problems would be the greatest 
contribution that could be made to the happi- 
ness and well-being of our people. He 
appealed to the Federation to play their 
part, for he was sure they could make a 
solid contribution to this great social 
problem. 

In proposing a toast to the president of 
the Federation, SiR LUKE FAWCETT said that, 
as the retired president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
he looked back with considerable satisfac- 
tion on the spirit of co-operation that had 
always existed between the two federations 
and the desire they had to mutually under- 
stand each other’s problems. 

He congratulated the Federation on the 
work they had done in the last 14 years and 
referred particularly to the clearance of war 
damaged properties. He was a member of 
the War Damage Commission, and thought 
that the following figures would be of 
interest to the members of the Federation. 
Up to February 26, 1954, the Commission 
had paid out £1,120,626,642 on war damage 
payments and that figure dealt with 43m. 
claims. Out of this figure only £200,000 
was covered by war damage insurance. 

In his reply, Mr. W. Horrocks, president 
of the Federation, endorsed the remarks 
made by Sir Luke about the co-operation 
between the two federations, and thought 
it was significant that in the past 12 months 
the Demolition Industry Wages Board had 
been convened only ‘once and then only for 
one minor dispute. 

Mr. M. N. Penfold, a member of the 
Federation’s Council, proposed the toast to 
the guests, and Mr. D: A, Whyte, District 
Surveyor for Hackney West and Stoke New- 
ington, replied. A toast to the Immediate 
Past President was proposed by Mr. C. S. 
Willment, honorary life vice-president of 
the Federation, and responded to by Mr. 
A. G. Griffiths. 
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HOUSING ESTATE ROADS 


Protection of Road Formation 


CircuULAR No. 23/54, which has recently 
been issued to housing authorities by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
draws their attention to Road Note No, {7 
issued by the Road Research Laboratory 
entitled “Protection of Subgrades anj 
Granular Bases by Surface Dressing.” 

Many soils, the circular states, especially 
clay soils, are sensitive to changes jp 
moisture content. When the preparation of 
soil formations has to be done in advance 
of laying the road foundation there is always 
a chance that weather conditions may cause 
undue softening of the subgrades or exces. 
sive drying. A convenient way of prevent. 
ing this happening is to spray the prepared 
formation with a suitable bituminous or tar 
coat and blind with a single-sized aggregate, 
This has the effect of maintaining the 
moisture content of the subgrades at or near 
the level of its natural value. Subsequent 
rainy or drying weather will not cause the 
prepared formation to soften or crack 
provided the directions contained in Road 
Note No. 17 are carried out, 

Protection of the subgrade thus provides 
an insurance against the possibility of having 
greatly to increase the thickness of construc. 
tion required to produce a stable road. It js 
therefore recommended as an_ economical 
technique for road construction on all soils 
likely to be adversely affected by weather, 


DISUSED PITS 
Scheme of Rehabilitation 


PROPOSALS for refilling the derelict 

excavations in the Dartford-Northfleet 
area have been accepted by the Kent County 
Council. 

The scheme is outlined in a report by the 
Kent County Council Planning Officer, Mr. 
James W. R. Adams. This lists 21 different 
pits covering well over 330 acres, and dis- 
cusses the practicability of filling them with 
waste materials from London and _ north 
west Kent. 

The report refers to the increase of cement 
production in the county and the extension 
of urban development around the disused 
pits, and says the growth of greater London 
and north-west Kent has led to more indus- 
trial and domestic waste. How to dispose 
of that waste is now a major problem. A 
possible way of solving these separate prob- 
lems is suggested. The pits, or some of 
them, could be filled -in with London’s and 
Kent’s industrial and domestic waste. So 
far as domestic waste is concerned, the 
County Council appreciates the necessity for 
Stringent conditions to avoid smell or other 
nuisances. Later the land would be restored. 
In time, it could be used for recreational 
purposes. 

Publication of this report follows nearly 
two years of consultation between County 
Council representatives and 13 county dis- 
trict councils and other public authorities. 
With one exception mentioned in the report, 
complete agreement has been reached. 

That the proposals are “ realistic and prac- 
ticable,” states the report, is in no small 
way due to the very helpful attitude of the 
cement companies. 

In. adopting the report, the County Men- 
bers agree that certain safeguards must be 
imposed to protect health and _ existing 
amenities. No pit will be filled with domestic 
waste unless the effects on water supplies. 
existing and future communities, transport 
and agriculture have been fully studied. 








April 9 1 g 


I 
Industrial 


At the a! 
dustrial A 
Black was 
year. 


smoke Ab 
Copies 
Glasgow (¢ 
Smoke Ab 
from 30, C 


Change of 

The Soli 
now mov 
Grosvenor: 
The techi 
Ludgator, 
Miss Joan 


Floor War 
A paper 
read by M: 
chief comr 
Scotland E 
ference he 
followed. 


Year Book 


Their 19 
the Nottin 
Building 1 
of the As 
terrace, De 
Nottinghar 
during Ma 
ham (telep 


Birmingha! 


Mr. Joh 
Manageme 
West Har 
appointed 
ingham C 
J, P. Mac 
moted to |] 
Mr. R. J. 
Director o! 
cil, was ar 


Annual Pr 


The anr 
students a 
College, C 
on March 
Mr. H. S. J 
building a 
mittee, in ° 
to the pre 
the buildin 
was to be « 
on the pro 
tecture D 
Nicholas J« 


Solid Fuel | 


A one-d 
practical it 
appliances 
Coal Utilis: 
Technical | 
free, will c 
tions, and 
appliances 
will be ; 
lecturer wil 
Officer of 
from April 
be sent to 
Building D 
¢al College. 


pril 9 1954 


OADS 
mation 
nas recently 
ties by the 
sovernment, 
ote No. 17, 
Laboratory, 
grades and 
>ssing.” 
3» especially 
changes ip 
Paration of 
in advance 
Te is always 
; May cause 
S OF exces. 
of prevent: 
1€ prepared 
nous or tar 
1 aggregate, 
taining the 
3 at Or near 
Subsequent 
t cause the 
or crack 
d in Road 


US provides 
y of having 
of construc: 
road. It js 
economical 
on all soils 
weather, 


on 


he derelict 
1-Northfleet 
ent County 


port by the 
Yfficer, Mr. 
21 different 
s. and dis- 
them with 
and north- 


> of cement 
> extension 
he disused 
ter London 
nore indus- 
to dispose 
‘oblem. A 
arate prob- 
r some of 
ndon’s and 
waste. So 
cerned, the 
ecessity for 
11 or other 
ye restored. 
‘ecreational 


ows nearly 
en County 
sounty dis- 
authorities. 
the report, 
ached, 
c and prac- 
no small 
ude of the 


inty Mem 
is must be 
d_ existing 
th domestic 





r supplies. 
, transport 
studied. 





April 9 1 954 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
ae 


At the annual meeting of the Society of In- 
dustrial Artists on March 27, Mr. Misha 
Black was elected President for the coming 
year- 


Smoke Abatement 


Copies of the Proceedings of the 1953 
Glasgow Conference held by the National 
Smoke Abatement Society can be obtained 
from 30, Grosvenor-place, SW1, price 7s. 6d. 


Change of Address 


The Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation has 
now moved into its new offices at 74, 
Grosvenor-street, W1 (Tel. Mayfair 0382). 
The technical manager is Mr. A. G. 
Ludgator, AMIHVE, and the secretary, 
Miss Joan Clarkson. 

Floor Warming 

A paper on electrical floor warming was 
read by Mr. J. W. Moule, BSc(Eng), AMIEE, 
chief commercial officer for the South-East 
Scotland Electricity Board, at the EDA con- 
ference held on April 7. A _ discussion 
followed. 


Year Book 


Their 1954 Year Book has been issued by 
the Nottingham and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers. The address 
of the Association is at present 6, Derby- 
terrace, Derby-road, Nottingham (telephone, 
Nottingham 52279), but will be changed 
during May to 26, Regent-street, Notting- 
ham (telephone Nottingham 53586). 


Birmingham Housing Appointment 

Mr. John James Atkinson, BSc (Estates 
Management), ARICS, Housing Officer, 
West Ham County Borough, has been 
appointed Deputy Housing Manager, Birm- 
ingham Corporation, in succession to Mr. 
J. P. Macey. Mr. Macey has been pro- 
moted to Housing Manager in succession to 
Mr. R. J. Allerton, whose appointment as 
Director of Housing, London County Coun- 
cil, was announced recently. 


Annual Prize-Giving 


The annual prize-giving of the building 
students at the Cambridgeshire Technical 
College, Collier-road, Cambridge, was held 
on March 25. An address was given by 
Mr. H. S. Johnson, chairman of the College’s 
building and allied trades advisory com- 
mittee, in which he stated that as a remedy 
to the present lack of accommodation for 
the building students, work on a new wing 
was to be commenced on April 1. A report 
on the progress of the Building and Archi- 
tecture Department was made by Mr. 
Nicholas Johnson, head of the department. 


Solid Fuel Appliances 


A one-day instructional’ course on the 
practical installation of modern solid fuel 
appliances is being made available by the 
Coal Utilisation Council at the Twickenham 
Technical College. The course, which is 
free, will consist of lectures and demonstra- 
tions, and a selection of modern solid-fuel 
appliances fitted into half-section brickwork 
will be available for inspection. The 
lecturer will be Mr. R. H. Blake, a technical 
officer of the Council, and the course is 
from April 20 to 23. Applications should 
be sent to Mr. R. H. Salisbury, Head of the 
Building Department, Twickenham Techni- 
al College. 
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Iron Castings Production 


The Council of Ironfoundry Associations 
announces that the production of iron cast- 
ings for building and domestic purposes 
reached an all-time record in 1953. At the 
annual meeting of the Council, Mr. N. P. 
Newman was re-elected chairman, and 
Messrs. Leonard Gould, F. D. Ley and H. V. 
Shelton were re-elected vice-chairmen. 


New Schools 

Hull’s three-year school-building pro- 
gramme proposes to cater for more than 
6,000 children, and 13 new schools are 
envisaged at a cost of about £500,000 each 
year. The education committee has approved 
proposals for the educational building pro- 
gramme in 1955-56, and next year four 
schools are planned. 


Britain’s Roads 


The British Road Federation, in a pre- 
Budget memorandum to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, has stated that high motor 
taxation and inadequate roads are forcing 
up transport costs so that there is a real 
danger that, unless this process is halted, 
British products will be priced out of foreign 
markets with disastrous consequences to em- 
ployment and the standard of living. Copies 
have been sent to all Members of Parliament. 


Dutch Honour 


The Cross of Honour, highest award of 
the Koninklijke Nederlandsche Athletiek- 
Unie (Royal Netherlands Athletic Union) 
has been awarded to Mr. L. R. Truelove, 
London manager of the Ibstock Brick and 
Tile Co., Ltd. This is in acknowledgment 
of his services in promoting the international 
match between England and Holland in 
London last September in aid of the Nether- 
lands Flood Relief. One half of the pro- 
ceeds were given for this purpose. Mr. 
Truelove, who became AAA team manager 
in 1952, will be in charge of the England 
team for the Empire Games at Vancouver 
in July and August this year. 


Production in the Industry 


Figures given in the March issue of 
Bulletin for Industry, published by the 
Treasury, show that in 1953 industrial out- 
put was 6 per cent. higher than in 1952; 
the manufacturing industries contributed 
over five-sixths of the increase and building 
most of the rest. Increases in production 
in 1953 compared with 1952 amounted to: 
building materials, 5.7 per cent.; building 
and contracting, 5.9 per cent. 


Australian Team’s Crawley Visit 


The Australian Building Productivity 
Team, now visiting this country, on March 
24 visited Crawley New Town, where they 
were welcomed by Col. C. A. C. Turner, 
chief executive officer to the Corporation. 
They spent the morning inspecting some of 
the new factories being built, under the guid- 
ance of two of the contractors concerned, Mr. 
Norman Longley and Mr. Laurence Hollo- 
way, and were later entertained at lunch by 
the Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, whose president, Mr. W. 
S. Jones, was in the chair. He extended a 
warm welcome and touched upon some of 
the problems common to this country and 
Australia. During the afternoon the Team 
visited the housing sites under the guidance 
of the chief architect, Mr. H. S. Howgrave- 
Graham, ARIBA. They expressed great 
interest in the nature and magnitude of the 
work being undertaken. 
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Honours Presentation 


Mr. Walter Langley, of the Rutland 
Masonry Works, Ltd., Peterborough, was 
presented with the BEM he received in the 
New Year Honours List by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Northamptonshire and the 
Soke of Peterborough, Earl Spencer. Mr. 
Langley worked for the firm for 25 years and 
has prepared much of the stone used in the 
new House of Commons and other works at 
the Palace of Westminster. 


House Ownership 


Wrexham authorities are studying a new 
scheme to encourage house ownership, and 
it is proposed to sell sites for about 130 
houses to people wishing to have their own 
houses. The sites are on a corporation 
estate and the price is designed to cover 
site preparation and administrative costs. 
Prospective buyers will be offered alterna- 
tive designs by the corporation, who will 
build the houses for them and grant loans 
to the builder. 


Archaeologist’s Appeal 


The president of the Sussex Archaeological 
Society, Mr. L. F. Salzman, made a special 
appeal to people who had objects of interest 
which were of no particular value to them 
to send them to the society's museums 
in Lewes. They need not necessarily be 
archaeological, he said. The society would 
rather have rubbish sent to them to look 
at than have valuable things overlooked and 
lost. Objects became antiques very quickly. 


Public Cleansing Returns 


Circular No. 31/54, issued by the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, draws 
attention to the revised forms of return 
H.275 and H.276—one relating to refuse 
collection and disposal and the other to 
street cleansing—and requests that the re- 
turns be completed in respect of the financial 
year ending March 31 last, and returned as 
soon as possible, and not later than June 30 
next, in order that the results may be pub- 
lished and made available to local authorities 
before they prepare their estimates for the 
following year. 


The Late Mr. Arthur Edmonds 


The death of Mr. Arthur Edmonds, of 
A. Edmonds and Co., Ltd., Birmingham, 
occurred at his home on April 1. He was 78. 
Mr. Edmonds had been an active member 
of the National Association of Shopfitters, 
being one of the first members of the Execu- 
tive Council, and vice-president from 1935 
to 1946. In 1948 he retired from the Execu- 
tive Council and was elected an honorary 
member. He was mainly responsible for the 
formation of the Midland Regional Associa- 
tion of Shopfitters, of which he was the first 
president. 


Golfing Society 


The officers for 1954 elected by the RIBA 
Golfing Society include the following: Presi- 
dent, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, OM, RA, 
PPRIBA; Captain, Eric H. Firmin, FRIBA. 
Committee, A. E. Henson, FRIBA, A. H. 
Watkins, LRIBA, H. St. John Harrison, 
FRIBA, F. T. Smith, LRIBA, F. Sutcliffe, 
FRIBA, J. Emberton, FRIBA. The Honor- 
ary Treasurer is G. Felix Wilson, LRIBA; 
and the Honorary Secretary, Eric H. Firmin, 
FRIBA. Among the meetings arranged for 
the year is a week-end meeting at Rye Golf 
Links, Sussex, on June 26 and 27, for the 
President’s Prize, the Captain’s Prize and the 
Allensby Bowl. 













































































TRADE NEWS 


London Office 


Econa Modern Products, Ltd., of Shirley, 
Birmingham, have announced that they will 
be opening their London office at 108, 
Victoria-street, SW1, in the middle of April. 
The telephone number is Tate Gallery 8843. 
The office will be in the charge of their 
London representative, Mr. P. N. Bailey. 


Sales Conference 


The paint division of Burt, Boulton and Hay- 
wood, Ltd., Brettenham House, Lancaster- 
place, Strand, WC2, held a sales conference 
of their south-eastern division representa- 
tives at their Belvedere Works on February 
22 and 23. The object of the course was 
to ensure that each representative is fully up 
to date with recent developments. A depart- 
ment has been established to deal with the 
preparation of colour schemes and specifica- 
tions for work of a special or unusual nature. 


Tie-rod System 


A tie-rod system of formwork construc- 
tion is being marketed by CIE Contractors 
and Industrial Equipment, Ltd., 58, Petty 
France, SWI, utilising ordinary steel rods 
which can be cut to size on the site, thus 
eliminating specially prepared threads. Fix- 
ing is by means of a special tool which ten- 
sions the rod and positions the clamp in one 
movement. The clamp is then given a sharp 
blow with a hammer, thus gripping the rod 
by means of a specially serrated jaw. When 
stripping, the clamp is loosened and the 
fixing tool used for extracting the rod. 


Steel Buildings 


A new catalogue has been produced giving 
details and specifications of the range of 
buildings and optional components manufac- 
tured by the Coseley Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Dansfield, Wolverhampton. These buildings 
are jig produced, and all design stresses are 
calculated to BSS No. 449. Their frame- 
work comprises light latticed portal frames 
spaced at 12 ft. 6in. centres with gable steel- 
work each end, complete with roof purlins, 
side and gable rails, windbracing and all 
necessary foundation and erection bolts. 
The buildings are sheeted with asbestos 
cement corrugated sheets or galvanised 
steel as required, including special curved 
sheets at apex and eaves. Perspex roof 
lights or patent glazing can be supplied, as 
well as steel-framed windows and double 
sliding doors. 
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Lifts 

This year marks the centenary of Picker- 
ings, Ltd., of Stockton-on-Tees. Since its 
foundation by Jonathan Pickering in 1854, 
the company has manufactured all types of 
lifts and handling plant, ranging from the 
self-sustaining hand lift to modern high- 
speed lifts with power operated doors. 
Leaflets illustrating the different models can 
be obtained from the company. 


Fibre Boards 


The third issue of .“‘ The Bowater Papers ” 
has now been published. This occasional 
magazine is produced by the Bowater Paper 
Corporation, Ltd., Bowater House, Stratton- 
street, W1, and as well as such subjects as 
printing, publishing and visual-production, 
the latest issue includes an article on the 
applications and characteristics of fibre 
insulation boards. These fibre boards, by 
virtue of their cellular composition, possess 
insulating properties which are beginning to 
find a wide variety of uses in building, and 
are produced by a division of the Bowater 
organisation. 


Catering Equipment 


Supplies of boiling water to the extent 
of 275 pints an hour are available from 
the “ Connoisseur ” pressure café set recently 
introduced by James Stott and Co. (Engin- 
eers), Ltd., Oldham. The construction of the 
set is arranged so that full counter space is 
available under the urns, and a pressure in- 
fuser can be used for both coffee or tea. 
The boiler operates at a pressure of 74 Ib., 
and the water temperature is controlled. 
Fuller details of this item in heavy duty 
catering equipment can be found in “ Stott 
Press,” a quarterly news review published by 
the manufacturers. 


Mechanical Loader 


A mechanical loader with more than 14 ft. 
under-bucket clearance when fully raised is 
being introduced by E, Boydell and Co., 
Ltd., 36, Rochester-place, NWI. The Muir- 
Hill “ Supa-Lift,” as it is known, is intended 
primarily for feeding and loading elevated 
hoppers, and is available with either a 
standard ~ cu. yd. bucket or with a coke- 
type 1 cu. yd. full-width scoop. The total 
weight without ballast is 4 tons 7 cwt., and 
the maximum bucket lip reach forward is 
4 ft. 5 in. These machines are diesel- 
powered and fitted with driver’s weather 
protection to order. 








*, 


This ‘‘ Onions’’ small scraper and cable control unit, designed to be powered by a 


small industrial tractor, has been produced to make earth moving possible on a 


small-budget scale. 


The tyres, standardised for this small scraper by the Good- 


year Tyre and Rubber Co., Lid., are 900 by 20 AWT of 12 ply rating ; 


dimensions are: 


sectional width 9 by 7 in., outside diameter 40 by 1 in., 
deflected section plus growth 10 by 5 in., static loaded radius 18 by 9 in. 
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Detergent 


The series of cartoons which were pre. 
sented in the advertisements for “ Teepol,” 
the detergent marketed by Shell Chemicals, 
Ltd., Walter House, Bedford-street, WC?, 
have been produced in the form of a booklet, 
The drawings were executed by Geoffrey 
Salter, and represent 30 variations on the 
uses of “ Teepol,” which is understood to be 
effective against caked-on dirt and grease 
on paintwork or fabric. Copies of the book. 
let are available from the manufacturers, 


Drag Shovel 


A cutting width of 314 in. is provided by 
the “ BK-Fifty ” drag shovel bucket pro- 
duced by Blaw Knox, Ltd., 90-94, Brompton- 
road, SW3. It is fitted with renewable stee| 
lip and side cutters, and four reversible 
Manganese steel teeth which are _inter- 
changeable with face shovel and skimmer 
bucket teeth. The differential drum js 
mounted on the main boom and gives 4 
2.18 : 1 step-up ratio for the bucket line 
pull transmitted direct by two ropes to the 
bucket bridle. Other attachments in the 
“ BK-Fifty” range include face shovels, 
skimmers, lifting cranes and pile drivers, 
Fire Extinguisher 

A chlorobromomethane fire extinguisher 
operated by pressurised charges is being 
marketed by Nu-Swift, Ltd., Elland, Yorks. 
Known as “ Chloro-Flash,” this extinguisher 
makes. use of the fact that chlorobromome- 
thane has a low inhibitory factor compared 
with other chemicals. This chemical is held 
in the container with absorbed carbon 
dioxide under constant pressure. Stated to 
be particularly effective on extra-hazardous 
risks such as electrical equipment and 
medium-sized organic solvent fires common 
in laboratories or garages, the “ Chloro- 
Flash” is less than 16 in. high, and has a 
jet length of 6 ft. and a nominal capacity 
of one quart. 


Scaffolding Booklet 


An interesting booklet on scaffolding has 
recently been published by Stephens and 
Carter, Ltd., 731-761, Harrow-road, Willes- 
den, NW10. A short technical section in 
the front of the booklet, which covers such 
subjects as types of scaffolding, tube defini- 
tions, definition of scaffold fittings and tables 
of weights, loads and quantities, should 
prove to be very useful for reference pur- 
poses, as also will be the brief summary 
which is given of the Building (Safety, Health 
and Welfare) Regulations, 1948, relating to 
scaffolding. A number of sections showing 
various kinds of scaffolding in use on build- 
ings indicate the type of problems that have 
to be overcome by the trade. The booklet 
is available free to those in the building 
trade, including students who may be in- 
terested. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


On January 1, 1952, owing to expansion of the 
business of Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mil) Mead-road, 
Tottenham, N17, and in order to share the duties 
devolving on Mr. MONTAGUE BURNINGHAM, FICA, 
up to that date, Mr. DonaLp S. Woop.ey, MIMechE, 
MIHVE, was appointed joint managing director 10 
addition to his post as deputy chairman. Consequent 
upon Mr. Burningham’s retirement from active par- 
ticipation as joint managing director, Mr. Woodley 
has been appointed to undertake full duties as manag- 
ing director. 

Mr. H. W. Wippowson, who has_ represented 
Messrs. Keith Blackman, Ltd., in the South Wales 
area since 1914, retired on March 31. He is succeeded 
by Mr. J. G. EMINTON, who will be assisted by MR. 
Joun Warwick. Mr. Eminton’s address is 13, West 
Dene, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, Glos. 

Mr. A. B. BLUNSDEN, MIChemE, ARIC, and MR. 
J. R. James, BA, FRGS, have recently been appointed 
to the board of directors of Purimachos, Ltd., manu- 
facturers of refractory cements. 





—— 
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KINNEAR SHUTTERS 


KINROD GRILLES 





HATFIELD 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


yh 


Beets bs = bl ey ye 


Architects: Messrs. Easton & Robertson, London. 


Contractors: Messrs. Gilbert Ash, Ltd., London. 


¢ 


ee 
be 


Boiler House and Gymnasium Store 
fitted with 5 Kinnear Shutters. 


Transformer Chamber fitted with Kinrod 
Rolling Grille. 





Transformer Chamber, showing Kinrod Grille. 


Sole Manufacturers: 


ARTHUR L. GIBSON « Co., Liv., 


Twickenham, Middlesex. 




































the only tool 


required to 
_ erect scaffolding 





FABRICATED 


NO-BOLT 


DOUBLE COUPLER* 





TYPE 
S. F. W. 











NO BOLTS, 
NO SPANNER, 
JUST A 
HAMMER ! 


NO-BOLT scaffold- 
ing fittings dispense 
with bolts and spanners. It 
enables five times the work 
to be achieved for the same 
labour cost. One tap with a 
hammer and the couplers are secure 
—another and they are free. Fabricated 
from steel and sheradized to prevent 
rust they are the fastest, simplest and 


lightest on the market, and they require no maintenance. 


Supplied also with CAPTIVE WEDGES* 


Delivery is immediate, ex-stock. | Write for leaflet. 


BE 


Demonstrations ar- 
ranged to prove that 
with the NO-BOLT 
System any form of 
scaffolding can be 
erected at less cost. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LID. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Tel.: Sandy 104 
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New machinery 


For: 


Overground working 

Underground engineering 

Earth moving 

Road making 

Permanent way construction 
For the manufacture of: 


Building materials 

Binding agents 

Building components 
For: 


Preparation and 
Transport of 
Building materials 


at the 


HANNOVER 


TECHNICAL FAIR 
1954 


25th April—4th May, 1954 


Special branch-information from: 


FACHGEMEINSCHAFT BAU- 
84>. UND BAUSTOFFMASCHINEN 


im Verein Deutscher 
Maschinenbauanstalten (VDMA) 





Telephon: 70121 


Quartermaster: 


Amt fiir Wirtschafts-und Verkehrsférderung 
Hannover, Altes Rathaus 


Frankfurt/Main, Barckhausstrasse, 2 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
Pit Ballast nea Mes wea ae 
Pit Sand ae er ae Pee 
Washed Sand . 


jin. Shingle... aco 
jin. Broken Brick... 
Pan Breeze... 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
lto6tons, site . 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ass 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to —_ 9d. hig ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

ortland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London ae ese 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks . 

Mild Stocks 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... ; 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics 

Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 

Do. Bul:nose (London Stations) ane 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks hceameen 
Stations) ore 
3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 

2} in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red ’Facings 


(London Sites) . 
ji i a -made Multi Red Facings (London 
ites 
7S anne -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 
2§ in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour: Facings 
(London Sites) 
2jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi “Stock Facings 
(London Sites) wee 


per yd. 


per cwt. 


per ton 


— i i Hh 


2 


An At 
Ww 


12 17 
15 


14 0 


ll 0 
10 
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OOK MPAADADUAH 
_ 
_— w 


NN 
IN 

— 
Wn 


14 3 
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ey 
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2$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi 


Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 


Glazed Bricks (London sites), Ww hite, Ivory, ‘Brown— 


Stretchers 

Headers ; A 

Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats” 

Double Stretchers ... a a 

Double Headers 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end 

Splays and Squints des awe =e 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLLtow CLay PartiTION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

lorry loads. 
2 in. 140 yds. 
2} in. 140 yds. 
3 in. e 120 yds. 
4in. (6 cavity) | 95 yds. 


Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. 100 yds. 

24 in. 85 yds. 

3 in. 75 yds. 

4 in. 55 yds. 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 

2} in. 

3 in. 

4 in. 


4} in. Load bearing quality ey asa 
FLoor BLocKs 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. seadie 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads : is 


4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. do. 
7 in. do. 
8 in. do. 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


per | 


... per yd. 


per 1,000 31 10 
34 


000 13 18 


Co 

Sd 

coo ‘ 
ccocooceso o & 


will, 


sup. 


An 
NODwW 


Anhw 


NON~ 


_— 
-—OOND 
NNWKwW 


39 7 
46 16 
34 1 
61 15 


oocoooco 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons Re 2 tons 
Best Quality +673% +974% eh ae 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +10% +973% T 10° +1073 
Tested Quality +374%% +674% t a7 ton +3978, 4 10h 
BSS. Tested do.  +473°24+674% +474%4974% +4747 + 10747 
3 in. Land Drain a - 12 in. moe per 1,000 10 g *% 
4 in. do. ‘a 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. ea . per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground» a 7 10 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered vegnanet area _ ,, 77 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area at Y a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine a B.R. 
Southern Region ; 2 ae e 7 Tk 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area s r ft. sup. 62 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described a 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3in. Rubbed, suena mane ae 
stooled cills ‘ a3 - ee ft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6in. do. "do. eS a. 4<4 
12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... et 114 0 
12 in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated “ome pe 2 arg 
14in. X 6in. do. do. a on Zig 
44 in. xX 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face . on a 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued €.. ad, £ Sich 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. X 3 in. ace oes ose .. perton 1 10 6 
=. “a "hi for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 9in. x 7in. ab wes ane op we east bee 5 0 
Do. ir one peaate end ~ faced 10 in. x 44 in., 12in. X Sin. MeN ie sac 15 0 

aanbteewore %. Mais 169 ang x at in., eo Me 4 in., Tin. X 34in., 

rk— in. X 4in., in. X 4in., 9in. X 4in., 

12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 10in. x Sin., 10 in. Xx 8 in., 12in. x 8 in. 
14 - = gy Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top eR . Sg x ai HH in. X 34 in,  14in. x 6in., ” 10 0 

a ron a r ft. cu 0 in. X 8 in., In; X 5in., 15 in. x 6in., 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . i 116 9 16 in. xX 6in., 16 in. X 8in., 18 in. x 6in. 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 18 in. x 7in., 18 in. x 8 in., 20 in. x 6}in., 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes coe vd. sup. 211 9 20 in. x 74 in. one eee oe es eee 
TILES and PANTILES a aneme average price -" - 15. 6 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 eos tees average price ” 15 0 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from Fabricated work delivered London— 

Lincolnshire district es nee ns ccs 28 18 6 me wesc oe ited see — og ime = i 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 4118 6 a — an es isi ie ees: = Ae 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 56 17 6 ene ES ae oe oe eee eee: Se 62 7 6 
Hand-made 103 x ompound stanchions Ase am toes 65 7 6 

a ade 103 x 63 tiles Berkshire district 2:47 0 In Roof Work—T d Purli 77 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district . 135 0 tee aelies eee eee a ue. 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 1 8 6 verage prices not for awkward work. 

Machine-made Hip an d Valier ties do. im + Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex atten 

Concrete tiles 10} x 6 y 618 6 Stock $ in. diam., — ceaen 39 5 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) <.. 18 9 6 i... SC: vee ses pertonmextta “3 12 0 

Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘esponsibility. Zin. Hn a a as ie as = is 2 " : 

SLATES IE ois adel fs A ee a Me ; ta 

First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage MiLp STEEL TUBES : 

[000 actual loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 

4x 12 100 16 9 a pr hae FY W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

22 x 12 86 6 6 Class B + 34% Li ° 71a 

ght + 203% Malleable List — 393%+35% 
ex i 7% 0 6 ClassC + 213% Heavy -+ 284°? : 

20 x 10 ; & 10 9 Ts cae 

i8 x 10 . . 5017 0 Class B — 13° Light 9° Malleable List — 394% 

ee a 4315 0 - 43 1g = 8% alleable List — 394% 

16 x 10 42 18 3 Class C 3% Heavy + 164% 

16x 8 S353 4 : C.I, HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. aaaae™ as Step 
TIMBER : utters ozzles nds 
bo met ll yl see rs soe as 3a 27 in 

Joinery quality a .Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 4in. 4/4 3/4 1/2 

Carcassing quality do. oe £90 to £100 44 in. 4/9 3/8 1/5 
. 1 rs —- and Grooved Flooring do. os 06 0 0 5 in. ay 5/4 4/1 1/7 

ardwood— 

Mahogany—African SE... do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 C.1.0.G. Gutters 

Honduras do... do. Aa 215 0 3 in. . 4/- 3/7 /\t 

oak” European do. ee do. “A Lar 6 33 in. ove oe ore oe 4/5 3/7 1/2 

do. Japanese do. : do. “ 9°29 © 4 in. rer oS ae a. Ped 3/8 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. me | oe 4 in. wae wee 4/4 1/8 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. as 3 0 0 5 in. eee eee 3/94 4/11 1/11 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. PA i 1.0 CL bien “WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends _ Branches 
Delivered London area. 2 in. ore ore eee 6/4 3/4 4/9 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 23 in. 6/7 3/8 6/7 

Tees eee each 112 0 | 3in. 7/5 4/8 7/1 
Te Te St en ee . 113 0 | 3din. 8/44 5/7 8/5 
SCM MERE i i! 2A 114 0 | 4in. 9/84 6/9 9/11 
2 ft.9in. X 6ft.6in. _... ee ae 116 6 L.cc. ‘CoaTeD Soi Pipes 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. ie 1/5% 5/9 sh 
20:6in. X6R-6in. is. sas ee a 29 0 24 in. te ey 7/104 6/4 8/8 
Poem XGRGm ww a 241,66 aan Lao age a 8/10 1/- 10/5 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. 9/11 8/8 12/1 
2ft-6in. X6ft-6in wwe ms *4 6 | ae 11/3 9/9 14/3 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eee eee see *» 2 3-6 Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 73°% and 
Delivered London area tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 “3 0 in. in L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . = per yd. 5: 8 In 9-fts. 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) sae = 7 4 cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) acs es 8 114 4 in. oe ee ee ee) ES, 20/5 13/10 24/5 
he in. 4 9 = = : mon oe ”» 1 34 6 in. ass a wise FORA 30/4 28/10 49/11 
in. te) yds. to 1 ton 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. Asbestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
} in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per = meee + u ‘i ne 
. x 4 in. in. in. 
i in Hardboard do.; J mv ” ee Pipes 6-ft. lengths per yd. us -- +“ 6/5 
. ;? oes + ac 2 Z 4/3 
Rooting Fel, tly Building Sheets ay. ie Pare : : Single Branches... ‘ 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
os wd - a ~ “i ” 19 pee) ereagy obtuse _,, it zy! 23 5/4 
: es eat: wan Necks 4 in. proj. ,, 4/3 5/\k 
Best Scotch Gite, i slab re - ae do. 6h... 3/72 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Croid Glue 28 Ib. 2 2 0 Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) per ton aS Df 4in. 4} in. Sin 6 in. 
do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots). # 5015 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) _.. see per cwt. 216 3 Drop ends ... «. €ach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... » 212 9 Stop Ends ... saan es /1G /M 1/- 1/2 
STEEL Joists, eee Angles aa a 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
ong Nozles |... me Of, 3/4 3/10 4/7 
6in. x 5in.,8in. x 5in.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6 in. Union Clips es eee 1/5 1/8 2/l 2/5 
Ao 6 in. —_ cut to owe delivered London AsBestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FiTTINGS 
area eee per ton 37 10 0 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
Extra for Thin. ne Gutters 6-ft. hemant - ha a a hy Ae ves 
3 in. X + ne 0 Dropends ... 2 
3 in. X 3in., 4in. x 3in., Sin. x 2h re . L550 Startins hae iol OR /9 /10 fil ye 1/2 
4in. X 1} in. : * ove nS 300 Angles we sign ays 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
4} in. x 1? in, 24 in. x 7} in. De eee x 2018.0 Noses: iiss hes. Oy 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/t1 4/3 
Sin. X 3in., 22%n. x Tin. ... 7 a9 me 1 0°90 Union Clips at ad 1/- il 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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Jron—Sta 
Mild Steel 
Mild Stee! 


Soft sheet: 
20 gaug 
24 gaug 
26 gaug 

Galvanise 
20 gaug 
24 gaug 
26 gaug' 

Galvanise 
20 gaug 
24 gaug 
26 gaug 


All 
Screwdow 
head fo: 
Toilet bib 
Screwdow 
do. wi 
Double n 
Heavy Cre 
Plumbers’ 
iron 


Caps and 
Brass slee\ 


Lead P. tr 
screws 
Lead S. tr 

Solder 
Plumber 
Tinmen’ 
Blow pi 

Copper tu 
and ma 


din. 
fin. 
1 in. 
I} in. 
It in. | 
2 mn. X F 
Rolled Co 
plus gat 
Sheet Zinc 
do. 
do. 
Brass tube 
ing extr. 


LEAD SI 


Basis sellit 
or Hom 


Lead Shee 
Lead Wat 
Lead Soil 
do. 
Lead Gas 
Extras ove 
5 cwt. and 
3cwt. 
1 cwt. 
Smaller qi 
Supplying 
weights 
extra ac 
Allowance 
ton wei; 
PLASTE 
Coarse Pir 
do. W 
Sirapite C 
do. Fi 
Blue Lias 
Hydrated 
Lump Lin 
White Ke: 
Pink Keer 
Granite C 
Hair 
Gypsum F 
yds. anc 
Gypsum F 
12 ft., 3 
Delivers 


1 
1 
1 
1 
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w 
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12 
17 
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394% +35% 


3 cwt. lot 
is 73% and 
a 


Branches 
24/5 


49/11 
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METALS—Continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
ae = 
Jron—Staffordshire Crown Sem oe ava «ws , eae. 
Mild Steel Bars ds ea 37-15 O 
Mild Steel Hoops obs ane “ae axe 38 10 O 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


£s. d 

Soft sheets C.R. and si A— 

20 gauge pre ase, “ae ace aa «= €&2P 6 

24 gauge abe wes ss ro aaa ea ws «= * 4 OG 

26 gauge ‘ ies -- 48 14 6 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ~s to 9 ft — 

20 gauge pe sa aan wn, we 2.6 

24 gauge ae aaa are ens sas as wa.2 @ 

26 gauge 56 18 0 
Gaivanised Flat sheets C. R. and “— An 

20 gauge ne a aa wo see @ 

24 gauge éée aed in aed ees awa wis Sea. oO 

26 gauge cae ee as ae wae dee at Se ee 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, CoppPeER, ZINC, ETC. 
Deliveied in London area. 
All per doz. sin. fin. lin. 1}in. fin. 2in. 

Screwdown bib cocks amen 

head for iron. «-» 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .- 90/- 129/- 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron - 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/-  76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union — me to 
iron ‘ eae 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- B ya 132/- 
ldin. 1$in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 


Caps and screws 27/- A 48/- 75/- a yl 


Brass sleeves... Ae hed ca 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
1} x 6lb. 14°x 61lb. 2 x 71b. 3 X 7 |b. 
Lead P. trap with ane enang 
screws pe) co 74/- 103/- 176/6 
Lead S. trap do. aa «x  @if- 88/3 127/6 225/6 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ a re ar ae - prlb 3 0 
es Poe Af aaa ue ae dea as a 3 7 


Blow pip 7 3 9 
Copper a BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of ‘273d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Maximum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

3 d. 
tin. xX 19 gauge see save” ee Total per Ib 39 
om x19 «,, eG ee «104 a is 374 
Lo x 18. ,, ade ce) oe * a 36 
Itin. X18, 84 2 (oe 354 
Itin. xX 18, 84 a a 354 
Pm xi? 93 ve a 37 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price £ sa d. 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras... perton 288 10 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, (25SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 616 0 


do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. se 614 0 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. Pe 612 0 
Brass tubes basic wane, - ange me manufactur- 

ing extras «> per ld. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ s ¢€ 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 Ib. substance and upwards perton 13010 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils Ae sae esr §S5 6 
Lead _~ Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. ‘ia. oa 3 6S. 6 
do. over 4 in. dia. we <a a 35 5 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe waa es 3s 5S @ 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
Scwt. and under 1 ton ‘eas ate per cwt. 2 @ 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. aie me mee aaa “a 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. sag <a pa 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £86 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site perton 7 3 3 
do. White do. do. ane mn 711 O 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aaa pa 4.6 3 
do. Fine do. do. aa “6 7M 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ace dua as ‘a 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ae ne ae me S46 
Lump Lime do. oer eae a $1 0 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... pi 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... = 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads eae pe aa 2 °@ 3 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ti in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2.3 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., 3 in. thick, 600 yds: and over in one delivery 
Delivered site ste sue es 2.4 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £4 
Ceiling Distemper... wad Ae =. +. per cwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper eas iz seh ea ‘a 512 0 
Gloss Paint aa --. per gal. 230 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . per cwt. 311 0 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND _— 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs... per cwt. 8 0 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 wn iots in 1 gal tins Ln gal. 218 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. ke mt per cwt. G3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg... aa fe 29 0 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ‘0 +. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra - «- per gal. 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) en “aie iia ‘i ‘ 13 0 
auneue, 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra ifs <a 5 6} 
do. do. (40gal.drum) do. aa re 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ie Pe 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... : ei ae a 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. ee * ee. per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside = end --. per gal 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. es ae jas aad <a 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside = daa ene a 115 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aaa noe saa pe 113 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... aaa oe pee = 2 0 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish a ae <a a pai 28 0 
Front Door Varnish ... ana aa axe aa a 115 6 
Japan Gold Size aes dea ae aad iat a 1 8 0 
Black Japan ... ia en aoe Ps, as ‘a 1s 
Brunswick Black mae sea er aa ua Mi 100 
Berlin Black ... pee wa poe ae “ea » 4 Ss. @ 
Terebene “as ase a P tS ¢ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... pa ae re8 aa 200 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) aaa vas ie pe 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. —- 
s. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 53 
24 Oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 7t 
26 = ” ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 9t 
320 ” ” ” ” ” eee 1 0 
+ in. “Rolled Plate : aaa “a ue ee 9 
yein. and } in. Rough Ca st aa 6 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns : 
White a eS 9 
do. Standard Tints ... 1 4% 
do. Special Tints ae3 vas ia pom sae 29 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating ms nar sae ays 
} in. Wired Cast . 3 2 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
— Glass Blocks— Each 
B.2 53 x 5% X 34 in. 275 
PBS 7% X 7} xX 34 in. 4 2 
P.B. 32 7% XxX 7} x 3} in. 4 2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— 
P.B.2 $23 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 aa 6 9 
+ in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. ihe Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 5 ee 
pee a Be 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
sak os - 45 ft. sup. 2 3 
as ne eS 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates ain 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one = or 135 in. 
both ways ; ae ae sa aaa 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto’ ase sa am | ee 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto Ks aes 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. s d. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae odd aaa aed 3,000 4 
24 0z. ,, Bs eee cee eee <o sca 53 
26 Oz. 5, ane Gas eee eee -. 2,000 Tt 
32 oz. 4 ose eve ie 2,000 9} 
} in. Roilied Plate. 1,000 7 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White : 1,000 7 
+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, ““Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... <é 1,000 103 
fein. and } in. Rolled Plate o1 mane Cast ... 2,000 103 
3 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ae 2,000 1 Of 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast Mei ata ae 2,000 1 Of 
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The Builder 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 






































































































































































































Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. we Grate, 
ADETAVON ....cccrccreceeseeceees A PUEMCTIAN. ss ccsnvetesaseveescs A 
Aberdare ..... es Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. ey 
ey ot Craftsmen ... bas sie 3/73 3/7 3/63 3/6 — Te. A2 
ye <n oe oa Labourers ... ane Se 3/2 3/14 3/1 3/04 : Skiston UD... me 
a m4 P Town. Grade. - Town, Grade. ” Toe. ; er —— U.D. << 

di UNZAY sasssseoeeseecceeeeseees UNRWG ncinseeadepceinsary SREOM cases cainseiaec Sccee cA ID siege asec “ 
Aldershot Di --A2 Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 Filey U.D. .. A. EMIOR oscscecessseces oore Smethwick “TA 
Alfreton U.D...... ae Snettisham ae 
< NO. as bdacuccccsventnie A Fleetwood .. aA Lyneham (Devon) .. ---A2 
Alnwick ....... Al B -0n-T; CB. ‘A. : Somerset, County of ......tA2 
‘Aiincham a urton-on-Trent oosees UL ee cong Macclesfield a Southampton ay aaee A 

= eae “Al _— Si aiid “en — ‘ ae Maidenhead Al Southend-on-Sea Dist. "A 
Amersham -Al aid ees a % Sacre ‘ es Maidstone . Al PIOUENDOEE <0 cccccnaseecesass <<a 
Ammanford a By pn AL rome... te Maltby _....... 1A South Shields C.B.. ey 
Andover ..... “A? yileet ... . Gainsborough U. D. sek Maldon (Essex) .. Al Spalding U.D. ... wr) 
Ardingly .. A2 Calder Valley . me Gateshead ............ oe Malvern U.D.... wiht Stafford M.B.. Ie 
Arundel .A2 Cambridge aN Gillingham (Kent).. ee | Manchester ..... oA Staines: s,.<.2.<..< ale 
SS eee A2 |+ Cannock U.D.. on Glossop ...ssssseeee wo Manningtree ... Al Stamford M.B. . Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury ae MIE Ssinsscessenarnccncrs A Mansfield M.B. a "| Stantonwick ee 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A CE RS GRASS RRS: Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 Mar®ch .......0000+ --A2 Stevenage ol 
Ashford (Kent)...... .A2 Cardiganshire, County of tha CIO cncescevscesesees A2 ae Oe A2 Stockport ..... me 
Ashford (Middlesex). A MPUIRLO:... 5. scvessabscoscestoeness Goole M.B... A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. . A 
Ashington  ............. ner Carmarthenshire,Cnty of vid Gosport ....... A Marypoft .........sseccssssssoees A Stockton-on-Tees _ A 
eae eX Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B.. A Matlock U.D. : Stoke-on-Trent C.B. " 
Ashton-under-Lyne os SORIRTISIN ns <sasenedessotnnces A Gravesend .... A Melksham .... Stoke Orchard ...... Al 
Aspatria and Brayton.. a ee A2 Castleford A Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constab) Stourbridge M.B. ay 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ............ A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.. Stourport U.D. .. RS 
MAPMDE 6. ,casbooxsaduce’ A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith eX Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........000006 Stowmarket ................. Al 
Aylesby (Yorks) ao Charmy Down ...... A Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham ....... .A2 Chatham & District . Al Guilsborough...... Al Middleton ....... Sunderland District ......... A 
Bagshot A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. cA Guiseley ........ A Middlewich ..... Sunningdale : 
Bakewell U.D ee Chelmsford ......... uA Halesowen M.B.. " Milford Haven Sutton Coldfield M.B. ...... A 

abury "a2 | Cheltenham . A | Halifax .......... A | Morecambe ..... Swaffham . soe 
Barnard Castle U. ak Chepstow Al Halstead A2 oe ee Swanage ,.,.. ; 
Barnoldswick U.D. .........A1 | Chertsey .. - | aw am eet ae oll . 

ester os arlow ..... antwich ... wii : 
Barrow in-Furncas wa | Chesterficid “A | Harpenden”. . Swinton U. A 
Barrow-upon-Soar : Chesterfield R.D......... vA Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R. Tamworth M. B. We 
; “A2 ~| Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool A Newbury ...........04 = ot di 

ag Thrussington A2)...A “ ep enterden ....... -A2 
IT OS A Chichester .............. sree A Harwich ..... A Newcastle-on-Tyne _ ......... Tewkesbury Al 
Basford RD. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... Thames Haven cal 

by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings ...... A2 New Forest District ......... Thetford .......... “AQ 
Basingstoke .... “Al HUSH .....ccccrcscocesesccres A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .... A Newmarket ........ Al Thorpe Bay ......-.....- ay 
Bat A Chorley vee A Haywards Heath .. ey: Newport, Mon. . ae. Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
Batley .. a Clacton ...... Al Hemel Hempstead ............A Newport Pagnell ..A2 ,, North of, to Billericay A 
Baxterley  ...0.-...-0+++- “Al Cleethorpes .. oA Henley-on-Thames .A2 Newton Abbot ........ Al Tilbury .. a. 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clevedon Al Hereford A2 Northallerton Dist. A Todmorden wool 
BPatIH 2 cos. ccciecescccss .A | Cleveleys .. vA Herefordshir tA2 Northampton C.B.. -A | Tonbridge .. “Al 

a ae us ae Clitheroe .. A Herne Bay A2 North Shields.. A Torquay .. wey 
Bearpark .... a Coalville U.D. A Hertford ..... A Norton Radstock wey Totnes ....... as 
Beccles ..... “A2 Cobham (Surrey). oo. Hexham U.D me DIONE, | sccssss.c00ss cast Trowbridge ....... met 
Bedale R.D.. i — biveere 4 a sess <a. enor naga 7 a Tuabsides Wells Al 
Bedford ee a A eee sows Ig ycom . uneaton -B.. tees Tynemouth C.B. ..... vA 
Bedlington Yt met A — aan a Oakham U.D.. -A2 Uppingham (Salop) Al 
— oo —— eie rit Hitchin DD. = _— <A Uttoxeter U.D. . A2 
ewe twee eior a epee WAI Hoddesdon | geek ‘A | Wakefield A 
Belton ... sik Cornwall, County of.....,$A2 Horley ....... .A2 y. FX Wallsend B. ... ih 
Berkhamste wy Coventry C.B. ......... er Horsham . wey “A Walsall C.B. aA 
Berrington ..... caf <a a ne — ——. ss A At — Seen a 
sae “ser ranleigh ........ 2 Huddersfie A ; alton-on-Naze : 
sar District......0.00--+-- - Crawley (Sussex) sie eal ‘A Paignton Al Ware ....... or 
pre gag — pence a ansantnn cc aC) Peterborough ¢ weuaee ose Warminster A2 
Biggleswade ..... .A2 Cromer . Al Huntingdon (Staffs) eA Piskesin o — Warrington ... uA 
Billericay .... ey Crowboroug -A2 Tibia OL et RE Pie — eocccccccese oe Warwick M.B. . A 
Billin -< Cuckfield ......... --A2 I 1 ymout A Wellington U. he 

Sipe ngatestone A Pontefract A Ww 
Billingham U.D.... A Dalton-in-Furness 2A. Ipswich _ ........ GEE’ Pontypridd D eae —— (Norfolk) -A2 
Bilsthorpe — ......-.. ..A | Darlington District . A Isle of Sheppey .A2 Portahead ah CLWYD seceesessesees WA 
Birchington -A2 Darwen A Isle of Thanet... 2 DrtinndGinaecasds |. Be Welwyn Gar. City ... vA 
Birkenhead ...... es Deal f "A2 Isle of Wight ... “A2 Ae an ~pameteeen tee A West Bromwich C.B. er 
Birmingham C.B.. tA Denbigh T A2 J MB ey 2 er ligeeeeatie --A |) Westbury ............ “A2 
Bishop Auckland - % Derby C.B A saat vy gis A ect albot ... A Westcliff-on-Sea A 
Bishop’s Stortford .. A TOBVIZES. cove cccececes “"A2 Keighley ..... nave ao A Westerham ......... Al 
IED schaxicosccen om Devon County of $A2 OE ae Salneneis % A Weston-super-Mare Al 
Blackburn om Dewsbury j : A Kenilworth U.D. oa RDOPOUIM. o oi ccccccccccscssces A2 Weybridge ok 
Blackpool A Midcot ’..... *"A2 Kettering M.B. A Radnorshire, County of {A2 Weymouth Al 
Blackwell R_D. “A Seg’ nc a2 Keynsham ........ A Ramsgate ......cccccceseeseees A2 Whitby U.D, ..........:. Al 
Blaydon U.D.. age Donte ce. ar’ Kidderminster M.B. cook Rayleigh ... oA Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth .... A BIOTA). co caisestigs sesoettyasst A King’s Lynn ......... Al Reading am Wick hont scsi ssccestessnycence A 
BERD sassxssan ry Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell Al Redcar B. ..... es Widnes .... A 
Bognor Regis .. A2 ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D._ ....... A Wigan .. WA 
: : ie re may’ Redhill and Reigate . ey Wigton ... 2 
Boldon U.D. . a Wimborne All)............ A2 . ht 
Bolsover U.D. . at Pinus... 2 Knaresborough U.D.. me rn AZ Willington . uA 
Bolton ..... —-< Dovercourt .. A NEE sansckigwias Al Rochdale wA I A 
Bourne End ... Al Driffield U.D. Al Lancaster ........ yO Rochester .... Al Wilts. County of .-FA2 
Bournemouth ak Droitwich M.B.. al Leamington M. B. aoe Rotherham ... A Winchester ....... Al 
Bracknell eae .A2 Dudley M.B. A Leatherhead She wok Rugby M.B. A ee .% a 
SINUS. cpssnerseiecnes =’ Dunstable ..... A re mer Saffron Walden . A2 z 
Bradford-on-Avon cA Durham City .. A Leicester C.B. ee St. Albans ..... aa Wisbech re 
SRRIIOIEE 555s -scunssaatecceee Al entie Al Leighton Buzzard . Al St. Helens wane Witham .......:++.++ A 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 BOL aM seeee * adeease Letchworth Sects Al St. Neots....... «Ae Woking (District) . Al 
Brent Knoll ......s0c.000s+0 EE ag nor gh rg (| Lewes .......005 .A2 Salisbury _ City... ..A2 | Wokingham me 
Brentwood oh | een O Lichfield ‘M.B. “ol Salisbury Plain BF I «gla 
Bridlington . A Ebbw Male @ District... N Lincoln C,B. ck Sawbridgeworth .. cok ee oe 
Brierfield ..... eX Rasahaten Meee: Littlehampton A? Saxmundham 2 Workin, C.B. % 
Brighouse .. vA Ely SE seseseovens AD Liverpool ....... eS, Scarborough A orkington : 
Brighton PE (RR PO ; Llandudno . Al Scunthorpe A Worksop M.B. 
Bristol .. A Epping -~ vA Llanelly A Selby... ‘XA | Worthing. .............- 
Broadstairs ........ 2 MERET ssseecsecononosnnveceoosees London ‘ oe Sevenoaks .. Al Wrexham (incl. 
— U.D. son Eekepiien Long Eaton Sak veel Sheerness ‘A2 wie we 
WROOUEIL 5sccineinopsasnaveapnerc ts almout bi. oughboroug' RE cscnseses effie’ A ee fetes 
Broughton (Cheshire) ...... A Fareham ..... ae x ee a ..A2 Shipley ......... er Wymondha = 
NE Ol Svip ors aressuncevies A Faversham Lowestoft ......... reecesehiine A Shoeburyness ......cccscscscees A WORE .cdccsees eabbebehecsssencel 
** For Birkenhead, go and Londor the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d. ; Labourers, 3s. 34d, In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 8}4: 
bourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


"NOTE. —Carpenters, PP oan and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
*WomeEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for womien engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 695 
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NEWS FROM SOUTH 
AFRICA 


[From Our Special Correspondent] 


Cement Exports Stopped: The Minister of 
Economic Affairs has announced that no 
further exports of South African cement will 
be allowed until the local shortage has been 
met. South Africa’s cement production 
during 1953 was estimated at 53,000,000 
bags. 

Model African Housing Estate in 
Mombasa: Mombasa’s model village for 
Africans at Port Tudor, where houses to 
accommodate about 1,500 people are already 
being built, is to be expanded still further. 
The Mombasa Municipal Board has now 
decided to go ahead with a further six blocks 
of double-storey, semi-detached houses plus 
12 shops with flats above. 

A further stage in the scheme will involve 
the erection of primary and _ nursery 
schools, a church, a village hall, and houses 
of designs yet to be approved. 


£10m. Plan for Native Homes: The 
Minister of Native Affairs, Dr. Verwoerd, 
has approved Durban’s £10m. native housing 
scheme. On the 2,620 acres whose develop- 
ment is proposed, 100,000 natives are to be 
resettled in 16,000 houses. 


Building Plans of £61m. in 1953: Plans 
for buildings to the value of £61,573,000 
were passed in the Union’s nine main centres 
during 1953, according to figures released by 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics in 
Pretoria. 

In 1952 the figure was £57,093,000 and in 
1951 £73,648.000. 


Spheric Houses in Algeria 

Two spheric houses have just been built 
of sea-pine near Algiers. This kind of con- 
struction, which has found favour with the 
public in Angola and French West Africa, 
has the dual advantage of being constructed 
rapidly and of being cheap: the construction 
time is 40 days and the cost about £1,200. 

The house consists of three rooms, kitchen, 
we with shower, with an area of 75 sq. yds. 
of which 71 sq. yds. is habitable. 

The process of erection is quite original. 
After having traced out a circumference 
with a diameter of 29 ft., the foundations 
and a wall three feet high are constructed. 
Then a balloon is attached to hooks provided 
on the wall and the balloon is inflated to 
the desired shape and pressure. Scaffolding 
erected at a tilt permits the casting (grout- 
ing) of the concrete, on to a strong grillage 
which forms a reinforcement. 

The laying of the foundation takes eight 
days, and the casting of the concrete six days. 
Then the work of rough-casting and putting 
the house in order is undertaken. 


Shortage of Builders in S. Rhodesia: 
About 1,600 men left the Southern 
Rhodesian building industry Jast year and 
only about 150 joined it, according to Mr. 
P. D. Newton, general secretary of the 
National Industrial Council of the Building 
Industry. There were 115 immigrant 
builders. In the previous year 812 builders 
settled in Rhodesia. 


Honorary Degree for Professor Pearse: 
Professor G. E. Pearse, head of the Faculty 
of Architecture at the University of the 
Witwatersand for 27 years until his retire- 
ment in 1948, received an honorary Doctor- 
ate of Architecture at the University’s sum- 
Mer graduation on March 27. 

At the same ceremony the first degree of 
Doctor of Architecture to be awarded in 
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South Africa was presented to Mr. D. 
Calderwood. Mr. Calderwood, who is the 
principal research officer of the Building 
Research Institute in Pretoria, wrote a thesis 
of an investigation into urban native housing 
in South Africa for his degree. 


Civic Centre for Johannesburg: The 
Transvaal Provincial Administration has 
approved the proposal of the Johannesburg 
City Council to establish a new civic centre 
in the suburb of Braamfontein, about one 
mile from the centre of the city. It is expec- 
ted that the project will cost between £5m. 
and £10m. 


Houses Made of Concrete Blocks: Natives 
in the Johannesburg area have expressed 
appreciation of their homes built with light- 
weight concrete blocks. 

Labour costs have been cut considerably 
as the native bricklayer can build five houses 
in the time he took to build four with 
bricks. 


Timber Shortage May Retard Building 
Plans: Because of a critical shortage of 
imported timber Natal’s building programme 
is expected to receive a severe setback. 

Building activity all over Natal has 
increased and a timber shortage will put a 
stop to the biggest construction programme 
in the Province’s history. The majority of 
South Africa’s imported timber supplies 
come from Canada, the west coast of the 
United States and the Baltic countries. 

Nearly 2,000 houses have been completed 
at the new native township of Jathlehong, 
near Germiston, Transvaal. The first section 
of the assisted home ownership scheme, 
comprising 1,100, is being financed from an 
economic housing loan of £192,700. 


Advancement for N. Rhodesian Native 
Workers: The Joint Industrial Council of the 
Northern Rhodesia building industry has 
agreed to ask the Government to consider 
introducing legislation to enable natives to 
serve apprenticeships in the building 
industry. 


New Hospital for Blantyre: Work will 
begin soon on the construction of a 216-bed 
group hospital in Blantyre, Nyasaland. The 
total cost of building and equipping the 
hospital, about £3m., will be borne by the 
Federal Government. 

Special Housing Fund Urged: Speaking in 
Vereeniging recently, the Town Engineer, 
Mr. Paul Klarer, said that in view of the 
fact that it had been estimated that 350,000 
native houses costing £100m. would be 
needed in the near future, a housing fund 
should be established so that local authori- 
ties could be assured of money for from 
three to five years in advance. 

The main difficulty in native housing, said 
Mr. Klarer, was the lack of continuity of 
planning. At the present time it is not known 
from one year’s end to another what funds 
will be available for more than a few months 
ahead. The result is that after building up a 
valuable group of native workers, the Coun- 
cil may suddenly be faced with a reduction 
in the amount of money available for the 
next financial year and dispersal ensue. 

Personal: At a by-election held in January, 
Mr. Keith G. Fleming, formerly secretary 
of the Witwatersrand Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, and joint secretary of the National 
Federation of Building Trade Employers 
of South Africa was elected to the Johan- 
nesburg City Council. 

Mr. A. L. Collins, Jnr., managing director 
of A. L. Collins and Co. (Pty), Ltd., has been 
elected president of the Witwatersrand 
Master Builders’ Association for this, the 
Association’s jubilee year. 
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BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT 
INSTITUTION 


A Building Competition 


A COMPETITION designed to combine 
the ingenuity of architects, quantity 
surveyors and builders in an effort to pro- 
duce the most economical form of building, 
was referred to by Mr. ERNEST MaRPLEs, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, at the annual 
dinner of the Builders’ Benevolent Institu- 
tion held at the Dorchester Hotel. London, 
on April 6. Mr. Frank Taylor presided. 

Mr. Marples, who was responding to the 
toast of “HM Government,” expréssed his 
gratitude to Mr. Howard Robertson, presi; 
dent, RIBA, for his work in preparing details 
of the competition which are to be 
announced shortly. 

During the course of his remarks, Mr. 
Marples compared building with the motor 
car and aeroplane industries in which those 
responsible for. design and construction 
worked in close harmony. The building 
industry, he suggested, should function on 
a similar basis. 

In the present situation the design section 
and the construction section in building 
worked separately, but to make building a 
really economical proposition he thought 
they should come together to form a more 
effective working team. 

In proposing this toast, Mr: G. W; 
GROSVENOR, president, NFBTE, congratula- 
ted the Government on its ever-expanding 
housing policy which had resulted in the 
redemption of the pledge to build 300,000 
houses and had produced a bonus as well, 
This had been achieved without overloading 
the industry. 

Mr. Grosvenor went on to give an assur- 
ance that the industry was now ready to 
tackle what Mr. Macmillan had described 
as “ Operation Rescue ”—in other words, the 
problem of slum clearance. We were pass- 
ing from the phase of expansion in housing 
to the phase of stabilisation and he had no 
doubt that the industry would make a good 
job of “Operation Rescue.” 

The toast of the “ BBI” was proposed by 
Sir THOMAS BENNETT, FRIBA, and seconded 
by Mr. FRANK TayLor, president of the 
Institution. Mr. R. S. WILLIAMS, president, 
LMBA, proposed the toast of the “ Visitors ” 
and Mr. F. J. Errott, MP, AMIEE, 
AMIMechE, replied. 


LCC 
Alleviating Traffic Congestion 


IN REPLY to a question by Mr. A. E. 
Reneson Coucher at a council meeting on 
March 30, Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of. 
the Town Planning Committee, stated that 
the scope of the outstanding report to be 
presented to the Council under standing 
order 84 as to the possibility of roofing-in 
suitable parts of railway tracks and sidings 
and laying out public open spaces in the 
form of gardens or playgrounds thereon, 
could be enlarged to include the possibility 
of providing at the same time space on 
mezzanine floors for the parking of cars so 
as to help alleviate traffic congestion and to 
ease the financial cost of the original 
proposals. However, it would necessarily 
delay the submission of the original report, 
material for which was well in hand, and 
he would arrange for the matter to be con- 
sidered at the next meeting of the Town 
Planning Committee. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents! 


China.—China’s first automobile plant is 
to go into construction this year. Work on 
the construction of temporary buildings 
with a total floor space of 50,000 square 
metres to house engineering workshops and 
processing shops has begun. More than 
lm. tons’ of building materials will be 
required and more than 70 enterprises 
throughout the country are working on 
orders for the plant. 

Construction of a big steam power plant 
is now under way in Chengtu, the capital 
of Szechuan Province. Chengtu is the ter- 
minus of the Chengtu-Chunking railway. It 
will become a big rail hub when the Chengtu- 
Paoik railway, now under construction, is 
completed and the projected Chengtu-Kun- 
ming railway is built. This last project 
includes stations, building sheds, assemply 
plants and other ancillary buildings required 
for railway construction. Factory buildings 
are also being built as well as a pumping 
station, an office building and workers’ living 
quarters. 

A new hydro-electric power station is to 
be built along the upper reaches of the 
Lungki River, east of Chungking. Prelimi- 
nary designs have already been drawn up 
and construction will begin soon. Construc- 
tion of the new station will include a 
reservoir, a rockfill dam, a spillway, a water 
pressure tunnel, reinforced concrete build- 
ings and a high-tension transmission line. 

Tientsin City is to initiate a large building 
programme which will include new factories, 


schools, hospitals, gymnasiums, theatres, 
parks, storehouses, offices and workers’ 
houses. Construction of the new North 


China Athletics Institute will start this year. 
Nakai University, the Polytechnical Institute 
of Tientsin University and Tientsin Medical 
College will have several new _ buildings 
added. 


Greece.—With regard to the Megdova 
hydro-electric project it has now been stated 
that the following firms submitted tenders 
satisfying the requirements of this adjudica- 
tion: Two American firms, Messrs. Thomson 
and Messrs. Starat and Harris; two Italian 
firms, Edison and Turni; the Swiss firm 
Electrowatt; and the French firm Omnium 
Lyonnais. A decision is expected shortly. 
A Bill has been introduced in the Greek 
Parliament for the establishment of a factory 
for the manufacture of cigarette paper under 
State supervision. 

The extension of the Athens-Pirzus electric 
railway northwards from Athens to Kifisia, 
which has been planned for many years, 
continues to be the subject of various Press 
reports. The Greek Government has come 
to an understanding with the American 
Mission regarding a loan, and work is now 
to go ahead. 

The airport at Hellenico is to be improved 
and extended. 


Pakistan—An agreement signed recently 
between the Pakistani Government and the 
Foreign Operations Administration of the 
USA provides for a four-year construction 
programme to meet the rapidly expanding 
needs of Karachi for pure drinking-water 
and adequate sewage disposal. The project, 
drawing upon water from the Indus River 
120 miles away, will eventually involve con- 
struction of a vast network of pipeline as 
well as tunnel, power plant, pumping station, 
reservoir and sewage-disposal main. The 
project has been planned by the Joint 
Karachi Water Board. Construction work 
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is to commence as soon as possible. Another 
project, known as the Taunsa scheme, pro- 
vides for the construction of a concrete 
division dam about a mile long across the 
Indus River at Taunsa, near Dera Ghazi 
Khan, in the Punjab. It also includes the 
construction of two feeder canals to serve 
the existing inundation canals and a new 
canal to serve new lands being brought under 
cultivation. The project also envisages the 
construction of a railway bridge and a road 
bridge over the barrage. A large workshop 
is to be built in Pakistan to manufacture 
the gates, gears and other necessary equip- 
ment required for the barrage. 

Plans are also moving ahead rapidly for 
the implementation of the proposals for the 
construction of a pipeline to carry the 
recently discovered supplies of natural gas 
at Sui in Baluchistan to Karachi. Initial 
capital for this project is said to be in the 
region of £9m. The company in charge 
of operations is Pakistan Petroleum, Ltd., 
a subsidiary of the Burmah Oil Co., who 
will act as managing agents for the pipeline. 
Much building work will be necessary as 
the work proceeds on pipeline. 

Press reports show that the Pakistan Indus- 
trial Development Corporation has decided 
to establish a cement factory at Manghopir, 
about eight miles from Karachi. The factory 
is scheduled to be in operation by the end 
of 1956. 


Turkey.—The Turkish Foreign Ministry 
has announced the signing of a building con- 
tract with the British firm of Simon 
Handling. The contract is for £6m. and 
provides for the construction of four wheat 
silos of 200,000 tons capacity, a flour mill, 
40 grain cleaning machines and other plant. 
The contract guaranteed by the British 
Government calls for payment within seven 
years with a 5 per cent. annual interest. 

Following negotiations between the 
Turkish Cement Industry Co. and a delega- 
tion from Elazig, a company has been 
formed to establish a cement industry in 
Elazig. 

The Electricity Works Studies Administra- 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 


KING 


REGISTERED TRADE MARK 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 ARGYLE WORKS 
STEVENAGE, HERTS. TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 
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tion has submitted to the Iller Bank play 
for a 15,450 kw-h hydro-electric station y 
lyidere; the station will provide ample cheap 
electricity to Rize and Trabzon and the gy. 
dam and power station at a cost of 9p 
Turkish liras. 


Turkey.—The Turkish Government hay 
announced the signing of an agreement with 
two British firms for the construction of ; 
dam and power station at a cost of 90m, 
Turkish liras (about £114m.). 

The building of a 280 ft. high dam anj 
an adjacent power station at Hirfanli, on th 
Kizil Irmak river, about 65 miles south-eay 
of Ankara, is to be undertaken by Georg 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd. Generating plant 
transformers, and switch-gear for the station, 
which will be capable of generating 100, 
kilowatts, will be supplied by the English 
Electric Co., Ltd. 

About £6m. of the cost of the project wil 
be payable in sterling. ; 

* USA.—City of Seattle Lighting Depar. 
ment, are calling for tenders (Tender No, 
1316), for the supply of structural steel for 
Gorge Creek Bridge on Diablo-Newhalen 
Highway. The closing date for the receip, 
of tenders is April 20 next, and tendes 
should be addressed to the Purchasing Agent, 
511, County-City-building, Seattle 4. Al| 
inquiries by telephone should be made to 
the Export Services Branch of the Board of 
Trade, Chancery 4411, Ext. 738 or 771, 





Housing in New Zealand 


Higher housing loans have been approved 
by the New Zealand Government. The cos 
limit for the calculation of suspensory loans 
will be increased by £100 and the upper 
limit for the mortgage guarantee scheme will 
be raised by £200 to £2,200. The Minister 
of Housing said that the object was to enable 
private lending institutions to give more 
assistance to would-be home owners with a 
small amount of capital; a maximum of 
£2,400 can now be borrowed to build a 
house, according to the size of a family. 
The Government has also increased the sub- 
sidy to religious and charitable organisations 
to enable them to build self-contained cot- 
tages and flats for old people. The subsidy 
has now been increased from one-quarter to 
one-third of the cost, with a limit of £400 
for a single unit and £600 for a double unit. 
The Minister of Health said loans would 
also be available to augment the subsidy 
to cover half the cost involved. 


House Building in Holland 

According to provisional figures of the 
Netherlands Central Bureau of Statistics, 
59,597 houses were completed in the 
Netherlands in the year 1953. Such a large 
total had never been reached before, the 
figures for the past few years being: 1930-39 
(average), 42,028; 1947, 9,243; 1948, 36,391; 
1949, 42,791; 1950, 47,300; 1951, 58,666, 
1952, 54,601; 1953, 59,597. At the end of 
1953, 68,472 houses were under construction. 
The corresponding number under construc: 
tion at the end of 1952 was 51,260. Between 
the liberation of Holland and the end of 
1953, 310,571 new houses had been built, 
providing living accommodation for 325,584 
families. 


Conference Report 


The Report of the Annual Conference of 
the British Institute of Management held at 
Harrogate in 1953 can now be obtained from 
the Institute at Management House, 8, Hill 
street, W1. 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register I0- 
formation Service. 
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Thermal-storage Plant for Eight-storey 
Flats 


THE town of Kirkcaldy, in Fife, is plan- 
ning the first thermal-storage plant as 
applied to multi-storey housing, using an 
eight-storey block at Valley Gardens as a 
pilot project to test the efficiency of the 
system. 

The scheme derives from the desire of 
the Corporation to avoid smoke emission 
(in high blocks); officials were asked to 
consider this in the heating of future con- 
struction. The building of the multi-storey 
block was designed to give a terminal feature 
in a long open space, and the question of 
heating methods and the avoidance of smoke 
emission were reviewed. Smokeless fuel was 
considered, but the many problems involved 
—availability, price, storage, and even the 
question of whether tenants could be trusted 
to use such fuel continuously—ruled it out. 
The available data as between gas and elec- 
tricity was considered in detail and special 
attention given to the Abbott’s Langley 





experiment. 
Care was taken at this stage to ensure 
that the tenant’s viewpoint was given 


adequate consideration; his ability and readi- 
ness to pay and his ability to control the 
use of the fuel were important factors in 
any successful scheme. 

A figure of approximately 18s. per week 
was ultimately worked out as the reasonable 
and current figure justified for heating, light- 
ing and cooking. Any decision, therefore, 
had to come to that figure to be practical 
in terms of consumer economics. The 
South-East Scotland Electricity Board was 
consulted and the possibilities of off-peak 
consumption advanced; this led in turn to 
consideration of thermal storage. 

The present plan is that the Corporation 
will build the eight-storey block of 48 houses 
(24 two-apartment and 24 three-apartment). 
‘Contracts have been signed and work on 
the T-shaped block should start within a 
month. 

The design shows a_ non-traditional, 
frame-structural block with central staircase 
and lift, and with private balconies on each 
wing. Completion is expected within a year. 

Each house will have two main circuits, 
one for off-peak and one for on-peak use. 
Off-peak will cover background heating 
only, in the hall and living-room, although 
it is also planned to have a permanent 
“coal-effect” electric fire as a focal point 
in the living-room. Bedrooms will benefit 
by having a heating plug of normal type, 
but no thermal storage. The hot water 
‘supply — giving 30 gallons at 150 degs. F. 
Morning, mid-day and evening, per house— 
will be linked to the off-peak circuit. 

Floor construction will have insulation 
over the concrete base. On top will be a 
cement screed, embedding the heating 
elements, and expanded metal, while the 
floor will be completed in,,thermoplastic 
tiling. The Corporation has incorporated a 
tumber of most interesting safeguards 
designed to satisfy the individual tenant. 
Each may decide in the early stages how 
much permanent heat is to be used in his 
own house, and the thermostat will then be 
st at the correct level for the desired 
temperature. No changes can be made once 
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this has been fixed, but, alternatively, the 
tenant can eliminate any section of his back- 
ground or water heating should he decide 
this to be necessary. Two meters to a house, 
one for all the normal electrical require- 
ments and the other for off-peak purposes, 
will be provided allowing each tenant to 
record and check actual consumption for 
each purpose to a level pre-set to his own 
taste and subject to cut-off should he decide 
this to be necessary for any reason. The 
safeguards so provided make it an eminently 
satisfactory system from the consumer’s 
viewpoint in that it provides extremely 
flexible control of the cost and consumption. 

Mr. R. Meldrum is the Burgh Engineer. 
Mr. D. R. MacGregor, his chief architec- 
tural assistant, co-operated in the develop- 
ment of the scheme. 


February Housing Figures 

THE NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES completed in 
Scotland in February was 2,665, bringing 
the total built under the post-war programme 
up to 222,114 (189,938 permanent and 32,176 
temporary). 

These figures are given in the Monthly 
Housing Return issued by the Department 
of Health for Scotland and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, and pub- 
lished on April 1 by HM Stationery Office, 
price 2d. 

The February total of 2,665 new perma- 
nent houses compares with 2,953 for Janu- 
ary and 2,639 for February of last year. 

Of February’s 2,665 new permanents, 
2,465 were built by local authorities and the 
Scottish Special Housing Association, 150 by 
private enterprise and 50 by Government 
departments. 


Stone in Building 


THE, SUGGESTION that there should be a 
publicity campaign to advertise the virtues of 
Scottish stone for building was made 
by Mr. GeEorGE PaTE, quarrymaster, 
Carnoustie, speaking at a symposium 
in Edinburgh. The symposium was 
arranged by the Scottish Branch of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors in 
conjunction with the Edinburgh Architectural 
Association. 

Advocating a publicity campaign, Mr. Pate 
explained something of what had been done 
in the United States in this direction. The 
position there was that stone could compete 
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A series of articles, con- 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands ef Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 7$d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 ~—— 
er 
Ist 25 39 104 
2nd a aa ae Ss 2 
3rd my “ or 79 9 
4th a — se 106 4 
Sth 3 75 119 74 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) as aid a 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary peri . ae 


2 104 











economically with other building materials, 
yet they had had to face the problems that 
at present existed in this country. 

“It is my personal conviction,” he said, 
“that the Scottish sandstone industry in par- 
ticular could be vitalised if some kind of 
vigorous association could be formed. Prac- 
tical men are very bad at self-expression and 
I would suggest that if such an association 
were formed they should hire a publicity man 
to sell the stone. In the United States they 
really make the public stone conscious and 
it seems to me that as part of our Scot- 
tish programme this publicity is a very vital 
thing.” 

Mr. A. A. TEMPLETON, chairman of the 
Building Materials Committee of the Scot- 
tish Council (Development and Industry) 
pleaded for closer co-operation between 
architects, stone masons and quarrymasters. 
“Use your influence,” he said to the archi- 
tects in the audience. “ Get out to see the 
quarries and get the quarrymasters to come 
and see you.” 

Geologists had assured them that there 
was any amount of stone to be worked in 
Scotland, and the view of the building mate- 
rials committee of the Scottish Council was 
that new life could be put into the quarries, 
perhaps through standardisation. ; 

He also thought that the housing position 
had eased to the point where local authorities 
might consider building, say, 10 out of every 
100 houses in stone. 

Mr. JAMES SHEARER, RSA, said he thought 
the Government could give a lead by placing 
orders for Government buildings to be built 
in stone. The problem was that they didn’t 
use stone because it was dear, and it was dear 
mainly because they didn’t use it. 

Nevertheless there were signs that stone 
was being used more widely in Scotland than 
it had been for some years. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has approved in principle 
the erection of an inf. and nursery sch. and a prim. 
sch. at the Mastrick housing development site (Unit 
2). The architect is Alexander B. Gardiner (F.), 
Council Offices, Broad-st., Aberdeen. The est. costs 
are £37,000 and £110,450 respectively. 

Cadder.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans prepared 
and approved by the Scottish Education Department 
for additions at the public school. The architect is 
William Watt (F:), County Offices. Albert-st., Mother- 
well-Wishaw. 

Crawford.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans prepared 
and approved for new police station and houses to be 
erected in Carlisle-rd. The architect is Samuel 
— (A), County-bldgs.. Beckford-st., Hamilton 

est. 

Dumfries.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
plans for 114 houses to be erected on the new housing 
estate at Summerhill at an est. cost of £142,500. Of 
these, 80 will be three-apartment and 34 four-apart- 
ment. 
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Danfermline.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
plans, est. to cost £60,000, for the primary department 
at the new Pitcorthie School, Dunfermline. 

Edinburgh.—Plans have been announced for a 
£50,000 laboratory project sponsored by the Scottish 
Division NCB located at North Gyle-rd., Corstorphine. 

Edinburgh.—Corporation has plans in hand for two 
housing schemes, one at Main-dr., Colington, est. to 
cost £73,750, and the other at Parniefield-pl. and 
Seafield-ave., est. to.cost £150,000. The Council A is 
A. Steele (A), City-chbrs., Parliament-sa. . High-st., 
Edinburgh. 

Fort William.—TC have decided to build a new 
housing scheme on a hillside above the town. Water 
will have to be pumped to a storage tank higher on 
the hill. Est. cost of — sewers, water supply, and 
site clearance is £76,000 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions for Alfred Johnstone, Buckingham-ter., to be 
carried out at Leslie-rd. The architect is Frank Petrie 
(F.), Library-bldgs., Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a public sch. 
to be erected near Newlands Tennis Club ground at 
Merrylee. The architect is John MacNab (F.), Educa- 
tion Offices, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for 280 houses to 
be erected at Cadder-rd., for which the architect 1s 
J. Austin Bent (A.), Palmerston- -pl., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their architects for new 
showrooms and offices to be erected at Clydeside by 
Conveys, Ltd., 6, Carlton-pi., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for 50 houses for 
City police, for which the architects are the Civic 
Architectural Department, Municipal-bldgs., George- 
sq., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Housing Com. has recommended to the 
Corporation that timber houses be built on the Fir-st. 
housing site owing to the poor sub-soil on the site. 
Weir Housing Corporation, Coatbridge, has prepared 
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plans specially to suit the site and it has now been 
decided to submit these plans to the Department of 
Health for their approval. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new houses 
to be erected on a housing site at Newtonshead, also 
30 houses at the Bargeddie housing site, for which 
the architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs.. 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new houses to be 
erected at The Townhead by Walter Henderson, Town- 
head, Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of Robert Pollock, 
“*The Bungalow,’’ Craigneuk-rd., Carfin, for new 
houses to be erected at the Chapelknowe site, Carfin- 
rd., Cleland. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared and 
approved for The Church of Scotland’s Halls to be 
erected at Russel-st., Chapelhall. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their architects for 
extensions to the plastic department at The Clyde 
Cambusland-rd., Rutherglen, for The 
Clyde Paper Co., Ltd. 

New Lanark.—Plans have been prepared for Lanark- 
shire’s new old people’s dwelling-houses at the Bank- 
head site. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Peebles-shire.—Plans to be prepared for 12 houses to 
be erected by the Corporation of Peebles, the Council 
Architect being Mr. Edgar S. Duncan, Master of 
Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Peebles. 

Shawburn.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans prepared 
and approved for the erection at Shawburn, Larkhall, 
of new police station and houses for which the archi- 
tect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford- 

- Hamilton West. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared by the County A, 
— J. Smith (A), Old Infirmary-bldgs., Spittal- 

, Stirling, for the layout of 59 houses to be erected 
= t the Gillies housing site, Cambusbarren. 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
Previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
APRIL 12. 
*Cambridge City C.—18 dwellings, etc., 
ton-st. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
tHereford RDC.—Seven “pairs of houses and two 


Northamp- 


blocks of flats at Much Birch. R. A. Symonds, 
clerk, 21, East-st., Hereford. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by April 23. 
APRIL 13. 
*tEnfield UDC.—18 flats, The Oaks site. F. Lee, 


E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


May 6 
APRIL 14. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations, St. James’s 


Hospital, Beckett-st., Leeds, 9. Architect to Board, 
cp goende, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
ay 


*tWest Sussex CC.—Adaptation of The Depot and 
Stores at The Wharf, Midhurst, to form Fire Station. 
County A, Chichester. 

APRIL 15. 

*tBarnsley CBC.—First instalment of extensions to 

Mining and Technical College. Director of Education. 
APRIL 17. 

*tEssex CC.—Chelmsford Waterhouse-la. 
infants’ school. County A, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—Wanstead Nightingale county infants’ 
school. County A, Chelmsford. 

APRIL 21. 

*Merthyr Tydfil BC.—201 houses. 


S. 
*Willenhall UDC.—Boiler 
accommodation, Public Baths. 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 22. 
*tEast Sussex CC.—West Blatchington CP _—— 
school. County A, Lewes. Tenders by May 27. 
Liverpool City C.—32 flats, three maisonettes, 16 
shops, two offices, community hall, garages, etc., 
Southdene, Kirkby. City A & Director of Housing, 
Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kingsway, Liverpool. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*t+Portsmouth City C.—Alterations and additions, 
Albert-rd. police station. City A. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 23. 
*+Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—30 flats and eight 
= eee St. Paul’s Cray. T. W. Fagg, Clerk. 


*East Retford RDC.—33 houses, site works, etc., at 
Lound Parish. R. Gay, Clerk of C. Dep. £5 5s. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Fire station and drill tower on 
Ifield radial road, Crawley. County A, Chichester. 


county 


BE&S. Dep. 


house and lavatory 
R. T. Chappelle (A), 


APRIL 26. 
*Cardiff City C.—67 dwellings at Llanrumney No. 3 
site; 28 dwellings at Gabalfa. City S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Ellesmere Port UDC.—96 houses at North Whitby 
housing estate, part 3, contract No. 148. E&s. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
*Exmouth UDC.—Café building at Phear Park. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 27. 


Denby Dale UDC.—Erection of 20 dwellings at 
Smithy-la., Skelmanthorpe. Simpson & oxon, 
Southgate-chbrs., Wakefield. 

*Wanstead and Woodford BC.—12 garages, Wood- 
ford Bridge. Tooley & Foster, Midland Bank-chbrs., 
Buckhurst Hill. 

APRIL 28. 


Deptford MB.—Construction of c.d. control centre 
in New Cross. BE&S, Deptford Town Hall, New 
Cross, SE14. Dep. £2 2s. 


ENTOKIL 
TIMBER FLUID 


KILLS 


We 











Prompt action is essential when dealing with 
these increasingly dangerous timber pests, 
RENTOKIL TIMBER FLUIDS exterminate wood- 
borers and prevent re-infestation. For specialist 
advice or identification of specimens, call 
or ‘phone Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre 
(B), 23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 
Telephone; LANgham 5455/6. 
RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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MAY 1. 

*East Grinstead UDC.—Stripping, felting, battening 
and tiling of main block of council offices. B 
Cornelius, S to Council. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rickmansworth UDC.—47 garages and site works 
on Berry-la., Whitfield-way, Orchard-way and Shep- 
herds Farm housing estates.. E&S. Dep. £2 2 

*Saffron Walden RDC.—Six houses and four | bunga- 
lows, Clavering. A. W. Overall, Clerk. 

Skelmersdale. UDC.—Erection of 25 houses at 
Manor House farm site. J. L. Mather, E&S, Town 
Hall, Skelmersdale. Dep. £5 5s. 

MAY 3. 

*Middleton BC.—60 houses, Hollin estate. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tynemouth CBC.—Reconstruction of part of fish 
quay. L. Mouchel & Ptnrs., Ltd., engineers, 9, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Dep. £10 10s. 

MAY 6. 

*Berks and Reading Fire Authy.—Fire station at 

Newbury. County A, Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 7. 

*Peterlee Dev. Corpn.—310 dwellings at Acre Rigg, 

in four sections. A. Williams, Gen. Mgr. Dep. 


£228. 
MAY 8. 
*Reading CBC.—Nine shops _ 11 dwellings over 


and café, Bath-rd. estate. Boro’ 
MAY 10. , 

*Chester RDC.—34 houses, Huntingdon, near 
Chester. T. C. R. Eaton (A), 16, White Friar’s, 
Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 17. 

Stepney MBC.—141 dwellings and sub-contract 

works at Sidney-st. housing scheme, portion “C,” 


Sidney Clough, Son & Ptnrs., Devonshire-cl., 39, 
Devonshire-st., W1. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 19. 
*Deptford MBC.—Maintenance repairs and decora- 
tions to requisitioned properties. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s, 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 20. 
ig ogg \-alllteated of paint over 12-month 


period. Hsg. 3 

*Northfleet Ubc.—Exs. (Materials.) 

APRIL 21. 

*Durham CC.—Central heating installation and 
attendant builders’ work at various schools. County 
A, Durham. sa ; 

*tLeyton and painting various 


BC.—Repairs 
schools. BE&S. 
APRIL 23. 


*+Carshalton UDC.—Alterations and decorations to 
public halls. C. Durrant, Clerk o 

*Croydon CBC. —External painting of Council 
houses. Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Southall BC.—External painting of 318 houses. 
BE&sS. 


APRIL 26. 
*Rugby BC.—Paving and _ sub-division of cattle 
pens at Cattle Market. BS. Dep. £2 2s 


APRIL 28. 

*Swansea CBC.—Heating, hot and cold water ser- 

vices, Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 30. 

*Croydon CBC.—External painting requisitioned 
properties. Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

MAY 1. 


*East Grinstead UDC.—External painting of three 
groups, comprising 62, 29 and 21 dwellings at various. 
sites. B. Cornelius, FRICS, S to Council. Dep. 
£2 2s 


MAY 6& = 
*Harrow UDC.—External painting 
premises. J. H. Melville Richards, E&S. 


MAY 10. 
*Uxbridge UDC.—External 
ES&A, 263, High-st. Dep. £2 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
APRIL 22. 


Oundle and Thrapston RDC.—About 24 miles spun- 
iron pipes with flexible joints. Pick, Everard, Keay 


requisitioned 
Dep. £2 


painting 424 houses. 
2s. 


Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 26. 
*Finchley BC.—Short length of road and _ sewer 


at Capel Lodge housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
King’s Lynn BC.—Construction of 3-m. gall. r.¢. 
reservoir and laying of about 9,000 yds. pumping 


main, etc. John Taylor & Sons, engineers, Artillery 
House, Artillery-row, SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 30. 


Norham and Islandshires RDC.—Contract No. 2, 
about 3,300 yds. mains; contract No. 3, r.c._ water 
tower (32,000 galls.) and small pumphouse. Water- 
house & Rounthwaite, 165, |Westmoreland-rd., 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 4. Dep. £2 2s. 

Witham UDC.—Four settling tanks, two filters, etc., 
and adaptation of existing tanks and filters at_sewas® 
disposal works. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 
engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Dep. £5 5s. 


Leicester. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Deptford.—Site Acquisition.—Council is to ask the 
LCC to make compulsory purchase orders for the 
acquisition of three new housing sites in the borough, 
estimated to cost £54.130. 

Friern Barnet.—GPO Depor.—Plans have been sub- 
mitted to TP Com. by the Planning Officer of Finch- 
ley Borough, setting out the proposals of the Post- 
master-General for a GPO depot in Colney Hatch-la. 
on the north side of land reserved for the Middlesex 
CC ambulance depot. The proposed development 
would have a frontage to Colney Hatch-la. of approxi- 
mately 420 ft. with an entrance at the southern end 
and an exit at the northern end. The access to the 
CC ambulance depot is proposed at the northern end 
of the ambulance site. The ambulance depot access 
and the Post Office entrance would be sited close 
together with the post office exit a short distance to 
the north. 

Fulham.—SitE AcquisiT1on.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of premises fronting Landridge- 
rd., comprising about 18,700 sq. ft., the site of which 
is capable of providing about 20 dwellings. 

Hendon.—Houses.—The erection of houses at the 
junction of Finchley-rd. and Addison-way, NWI11, pro- 
posed by Shaw and Lloyd, FA.RIBA, 74, Gt. Russell- 
st, WC1, has been given TP approval. y 

Hendon.—Houses.—Approval has been given by 
TP Com. to proposals by P. Temple, LRIBA, 42, 
Holly Park, N3, for the erection of 34 houses at the 
Woodside estate, Woodlands, NW11. 

Hendon.—Houses.—Proposals by G. McLean & 
Pinrs., architects, 34, The Mall, W5, for the erection 
of four houses on land adjoining Broomfield Lodge, off 
Green-la., Edgware, have been approved by TP Com. 

Hendon.—FLats CONVERSION.—IP Com. have 
approved proposals by Lanchester and Lodge, archi- 
tects, 10, Woburn-sq., WCl1, for the conversion into 
five flats of The Towers, Engel Park, NW7. 

Kensington.—FLAts.—Revised plans have been pre- 
pared by BE for the development of the sites of Nos. 
16, 18, 20 and 22, Cornwall-cres., Nos. 10, 11 and 12, 
Ladbroke-cres., and Nos. 1 and 3, Talbot-gr. by the 
erection of 20 flats. Hsg. Com. recommend the 
approval of the scheme, which has a total estimated 
cost of £49,577, including the acquisition of the sites. 

Kensington.—FLats.—Metropolitan Police propose 
the erection of 30 flats on the sites of Nos. 123-135, 
Ladbroke-rd. Hsg. Com. have offered no objections 
to the proposals. 

Kensington.—DEVELOPMENT.—Amended plans pre- 
pared by John Grey & Ptnr., 17, Buckingham-st., 
WC2, for the erection of 11 flats on the sites of Nos. 
82 and 84, Redcliffe-sq., at a total estimated cost 
£20,155, are recommended for approval by Hsg. 


m. 

Leyton.—SiTE APPROPRIATION.—IP Com. recom- 
mend the seeking of MH&LG approval consent to the 
appropriation for housing purposes of land at Ive 
Farm approximately 24 acres in area. 

LCC. — ScHoots PROGRAMME. — The following 
secondary schools have been selected by LCC Ed. 
Com. for inclusion in the 1955-56 educational building 
programme:— 

County complement (boys) to Alleyn’s school (Cam- 
berwell, Dulwich), 1,470 cost places, £411,600 est. 
cost; county secondary school for girls in the 
Burntwood-la. area, Earlsfield (Wandsworth Cen- 
tral), 2,080 cost places, £582,400 est. cost; 
county secondary school for boys on site in- 
tended for Holloway county college (Shoreditch and 
Finsbury), 544 cost places, £152,320 est. cost; county 
secondary school for girls on site intended for a county 
college at Prospect-terrace (Holborn and St. Pancras 
South), 544 cost places, £152,320 est. cost; Holland 
Park school, county secondary school for boys and 
girls (Kensington South), 2,080 cost places, £566,450 
(preliminary estimate): Northbrook CE school for 
boys and girls (Lewisham South), 360 cost places, 
£100,800 est. cost; Roman Catholic secondary school 
for boys and girls in the Downham area (Lewisham 
South), 360 cost places, £100,800 est. cost; Roman 
Catholic secondary school for girls in the Kensington 
area, 510 cost places, £142,800 est. cost. Ed. Com. 
also propose that the following new primary schools 
be included in the -building programme for 1955-56. 
The total of the gross cost is £419.150:— 

Bonneville area (Wandsworth, Clapham), 600 cost 
Places, £99,600 est. cost; Brooklands Park housing 
area (Greenwich), 280 cost places, £46,480 est. cost; 

wpers Row area on the site intended for a nursery 
schoo! (Wandsworth, Streatham), 190 cost places, 
£31,540 est. cost; La Retraite R.C. (Wandsworth, Clap- 
ham) for junior girls and infants, 280 cost places, 
£46,480 est. cost; Roehampton housing area No. 2 
(Wandsworth, Putney), 560 cost places, £92,960 est. 
cost; Sacred Heart R.C. (Wandsworth, Putney) (first 
stage—ultimately 480 places), 160 cost places, £26,560 
est. cost; St. Andrew’s R.C. (Wandsworth, Streatham) 
(first. stage—ultimately 360 places), 160 cost places, 
£26,560 est. cost; Thornton Road for junior 
boys (Wandsworth, Clapham), 135 cost places, £22,410 
est. cost; Trinity C.E. (Lambeth, Norwood) (first stage 
—ultimately 250 cost places), 160 cost places, £26,560 
st. cost. 

The reserves for the 1955-56 programme will be 
those secondary schools included in the three-year 
Programme which have not been included in the pro- 
grammes for 1954-55 or 1955-56. 

Richmond.—DeveLopMENT.—A proposal that coun- 
cil dwellings should be built in Old Deer Park on 
land‘ between Twickenham-rd. and the railway is to 

discussed by Richmond’s Hsg. Com. 

Shoreditch.—SeconDaRY SCHOOL.—The acquisition of 
a site in Redvers-st., Retford-st., Falkirk-st., Hoxton- 
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CEMENT 


Ribblesdale Cement, Ltd., have announced the 
following alterations in prices: (a) For collected 
lots of 10 to 19 cwt. the existing premium on 
schedule prices of 15s. per ton (inclusive of non- 
returnable paper bags) remains in operation. 

(b) For lots of 10 to 19 cwt. delivered to site, 
the premium of 15s. on schedule prices is to be 
increased to 20s. per ton (inclusive of non-return- 
able paper bags). This new charge is operative 
forthwith. 











st. and McGrath-pl., at an est. cost of £22,500, for 
the first stage of a comprehensive county secondary 
school for 2,000 places for boys and girls is recom- 
mended by LCC Ed. Com. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Altrincham.—TC to consider erection of block of 
two-storey flats at Oldfield Brow. 

Ashbourne.—UDC to acquire site adjoining Park 
Land estate, for new housing scheme. 

Ashington.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd., 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, has 
scheme under consideration to increase number of 
beds at Ashington Hospital from 55 beds to 150. 
Board’s Chief A, P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA. 

Atherton.—UDC propose further extensions at 
Formby Hall. 

Bacup (Lancs).—CC propose erection of new sch. 
clinic in 1954/5 programme, £11,000 est. 

Baginton.—Warwick RDC propose erection of 16 
houses. 

Bakewell.—RDC propose erection of further six 
houses at Bradwell. 

Bakewell.—RDC to invite tenders for one block of 
three houses in stone at Bradwell, and to acquire sites 
for houses at Grindleford and Hathersage. 

Bangor.—Caernarvonshire CC preparing plans for 
tech. col. Work to commence this year. £100,000 est. 

Barnsley.—TC seek approval for erection of 16 aged 
persons’ bungalows at Carlton Grange, six at Burton- 
cres., and 12 at Greenfoot-la. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Catterall & Swarbricks Brewery 
Co., Ltd., Blackpool, propose erection of licensed pre- 
mises at Friars-la. Architects, Fairbrother, Hall & 
Hedges, 2, Birley-st., Blackpool. 

Bellingham (Northumberland).—RDC to erect eight 
houses at Wark. Council’s A. W. Dixon & Son, 1 
Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Belper.—RDC to confirm approval of layout plan 
for erection of 14 two-bedroom and four three-bed- 
room houses at Coast Hill-la., Crich. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., 
London, propose erecting further shops adjoining 
group of shops already being built. Firm’s architects 
are Fewster & Partners, 22, Cofiduit-st., Wl. The 
existing shops are being built by Sir R McAlpine & 
Sons, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Birkenhead.—PC Council of St. Peter’s, Rock Ferry, 
propose rebuilding of church, £30,000 est. 

Birmingham.—Lewis’s, Ltd.. propose reconstruc- 
tion of premises at corner of Great Hampton-st. and 
Vyse-st. Architects, G. de C. Fraser, Son & Geary, 
27, Dale-st., Liverpool. 

Birmingham.—MoW granted further licences for re- 
building projects. Among firms which received per- 
mission to proceed with rebuilding on bombed sites 
are Prudential Assurance Co., Birmingham Post and 
Mail, Birmingham Co-op. Society, Wilkinson & 
Riddell, .Ltd., and Thomas Donne, Ltd. Work ex- 
pected to begin soon. 

Blackburn.—M of E approved in principle acquisition 
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of site of 4.75 acres for St. Joseph’s RC Jun. Sch. 
and playing fields at Shadsworth.—Ed. Com. adopted 
recommendation of Gen. Purposes Sub-Com. that com- 
pletion of Longshaw Jun. Sch. at est. cost £38,405, 
Shadsworth Jun. Sch. (£51,392) and Shadsworth Sec. 
Sch. (£140,250) should comprise building programme 
for 1955-6. 

Blackwell—RDC propose erection of 500 houses 
next year. 

Blaydon (Co. Durham).—Churchill-Redman, Ltd., 
machine tool makers, Scotswood, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
to erect factory near Shibdon-rd., Blaydon. 

Blyth.—H. L. Honeyman, 6, Eldon-sq., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, architect for proposed additions to Victory 
Club, Newsham. 

Blyth.—TC to allocate contracts among local 
builders for erection of another 50 houses. BE, 
D. W. Foster, to prepare layout plans for houses in 
Delaval-ter. 

Bridgnorth.—PC Council of St. Mary’s Church 
(Rev. C. K. A. Kemp) propose erection of church 
and community centre on Grove housing estate. 

Brierfield.—UDC seek loan £20,458 for erection of 
16 houses at Parson Clough estate. 

Brierley Hill.—Dudley and Sedgley Councils propose 
erection of joint crematorium at Gornal Wood. 

Brighouse.—W. Thompson, Bridge-rd., propose 
erection of shell-fish dressing factory at Wakefield-rd. 
Industrial estate. 

Brighton.—First major project of redevelopment 
scheme in Brighton is £48,000 four-storey block of 
flats to be built by Corp. on vacant site at corner 
St. George’s-rd./College-rd. Tenders for work to be 
invited shortly. Building will house 18 flats and six 
shops. Upper floor will be converted into workshop 
or store. 

Brighton.—Erection of factory for Brighton Sheet 
Metal Works, Ltd., 43, Devonshire-pl., Brighton 1, on 
Lower Bevendean Light Industrial area. No decision 
yet reached whether company or TC builds factory. 

Brighton.—TC have agreed to lease to the Self Help 
Building Association up to 50 plots of land at Ashurst- 
rd. for the erection by the Association of from 30 to 
40 houses. 

Bristol.—Plans have been prepared by Sir —_ 
Thomas, OBE, PP.RIBA, 10, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff, 
for the erection of a store in the Haymarket, for 
Lewis’s Investment Trust, Ltd. Building licence has 
been granted, and excavation has begun on site. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC approved issue of licence for 
£15,000 to owners of ‘* Perry Hall’ for conversion 
as hotel. 

Bromsgrove.—RDC approved plans for club build- 
ings at Holliwood-la., for Holliwood Social Club. 

Burtonwood (near Warrington).—Burtonwood Catho- 
lic Club propose rebuilding of club premises at Clay- 
la. Secretary, 66, Haley-rd. South, Burtonwood. 

Cambridge.—Sites at Thornton estate, Girton, and 
Fen-rd., Chesterton, to be acquired, and eight police 
houses built on each. 

Carlisle.—G. W. Danson, 54, Lowther-st., preparing 
plans for shopfronts at 23-25, English-st., for Morri- 
sons Assoc. Co., Ltd. 

Carlisle.—TC approved plans, alterations to club pre- 
mises at Albert-st., for Carlisle ex-Servicemen’s Club, 
Ltd. Architects, S. Mann & Partners, 28, Lowther- 
st., Carlisle; additional classrooms at St. Margaret 
Mary’s sch., Kirklands-rd., for Father Begley; exten- 
sions to offices at Warwick-rd., for the General Acci- 
dent, Fire & Life Assurance Co., Ltd. Architects, 
Graham & Roy, 6, Paternoster-row, Carlisle; new 
church at EdgehiH-rd., Harraby, for the RC Diocese 
of Lancaster. 

Cheltenham.—TP Co. have approved in principle 
proposals by G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for the use for 
housing purposes of about 100 acres of land at Ben- 
hall Farm. 

Cheshire.—CC propose new inf. sch. at Temple-rd., 
Sale, £43,200 est.;. a jun. sch. at Moorlands, sale, 
£57,800 est.; new inf. and jun. sch. at Church-la., 
Ashton-on-Mersey, £110,800 est.; and new boys’ and 
girls’ sec. sch. at Mamnor-ave., Ashton-on-Mersey, 
£197,600 est. 

Chester.—CityC to spend about £602,194 on housing 
schemes during coming financial year, nearly £70,000 
more than estimate for current year. More than 300 
houses and 11 shops will be built on new estate at 
Blacon. Educational development estimated to cost 
£121,800, of which £38,500 is for first instalment of 
junior and infants’ schools at Blacon and £64,000 as 
first instalment of new College of FE at Eaton Park. 
Total capital expenditure for year of nearly £900,000 
includes £10,000 for first payment on construction of 
crematorium for city and surrounding areas. 

Chesterfield.—RDC approved in principle new hous- 
ing site at Charnock Hall, Gleadless, providing for 
350 houses by private enterprise and 150 by RDC. 

Chesterfield.—TC received Min. approval for erec- 
tion of block of 36 flats on Pevensey estate. 

Chislehurst.—Plans for building primary school on 
Edgebury estate at cost of £33,000 approved by M 
Oo e 
Consett.—C. Rossi, Melbourne-st., submitted plans 
to UDC for two shops, goods store, warehouse and 
suite of 10 offices in Victoria-rd., Consett. 

ho gga to erect 26 houses at Dale-ave. and 
Steel-st. 

Crewe.—TC propose erection of 48 houses at Coro- 
nation-st. 

Darenth.—18 new council houses, costing £23,751, 
to be built at Ladywood-rd. 

Darlington.—Ed. Com. to ask M of E to include 
two new projects in 1955-56 school building pro- 
gramme, in which St. Mary’s Grammar School would 
be altered and extended to become three-form entry 
secondary boys’ school, and extensions at Queen 
Elizabeth Grammar School are to give additional teach- 
ing space and more laboratory and practical room 
accommodation. 
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Darlington.—Hutton & Hutton, 24, Southend-ave., 
prepared plans on behalf of RDC for 12 houses at 
Aycliffe," 10 at Middleton-St. George and eight at 
Whessoe. Contracts will be let shortly. 

Derbyshire.—CoE Auth. propose church cum hall 
at Chaddesden, £20,000 est., and similar building at 
Mackworth; extensions proposed to St. John’s Church, 
Newbold, £10,000, and new church hall for Parish of 
Beighton, £14,000 est. 

Dewsbury.—BC to invite tenders from four contrac- 
tors for erection of 150 non-traditional houses and 
flats at Overthorpe-rd. site-—BC approved plans, 
warehouse at Old Bank Mills, Old Bank-rd., for Cul- 
lingworth (Textiles), Ltd.; extension to slaughterhouse 
at Ings-rd. and Leeds-rd., for E. Kealey & Sons. 

Doncaster.—EC propose new co-educational mod. 
sch. at Cantley and new jun. sch. and additions to 
Intake and Hyde Park schs. in 1955 programme. 
Work to commence in summer on Stage 1 of new 
College of Further Education, £750,000 est. 

Dudley.—Licensing Justices approved erection of 
public-house at corner Cranbourne-rd./Saltwells-rd., 
Netherton, for Ansells Brewery, Ltd., Birmingham. 

Durham.—New RC sch. to be built at Blackhall 
Colliery. 

Durham.—Special non-residential sch. for sub- 
normal children planned in mid-Tyne area by CC. 
me A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

urham.—MoE approved following schemes pro- 
posed by Cty. EC:—Woodwork room and two class- 
rooms at Highfield cty. sch.; woodwork and house- 
craft rooms, Houghton-le-Spring mod. sch.; two class- 
rooms at Stockton-on-Tees St. John’s CE (Controlled) 
sch.; and erection of kitchen dining-room at Wolsing- 
ham gram. sch. 

Enfield.—Bylock Electric, Ltd., South-st., Ponders 
End, to erect two-storey factory premises on vacant 
site adjoining their factory. 

Eston.—Licence to be granted to Vaux & Associated 
Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland, at £16,000, for proposed 
licensed premises in Skippers-la. No contracts let. 
The architects are Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Gillingham.—Council will this year build 100 houses 
to rehouse people whose homes are pulled down under 
improvement schemes, ‘ 

Gravesend.—Proposal for new gasworks on 150- 
acre site east of Gravesend at est. cost £6m., out- 
lined by R. Prince, Chief E, South Eastern Gas 
Board. Existing works at Wandsworth, Rotherhithe 
and East Greenwich also to be extended. 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans for erection of 
church hall at Bromsgrove-rd., for Halesowen Christa- 
delphian Ecclesia. 

-_ Halifax.—BC to prepare sketch plans for clinic at 
Broad-st. 

Harlow New Town.—Proposal for new hospital has 
been referred to North-East Metropolitan Reg. Hosp. 
Board Building Works Com. for consideration. Build- 
ing works committee asked to instruct consulting archi- 
tects to prepare preliminary sketch plans. 

Harrogate.—Robert Hirst & Co., Ltd., Bradford, 
Propose erection of factory at Hookstone-ave. Archi- 
“— _ bigs kn a 2 Leeds 2. 

yde.—R. Clarke Co., Lid., propose alterati 
to Werneth Hotel, Gee Cross. ‘tied i 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—G. C. Young, 12, Grange-rd., 
Prepared plans for erection of shops in Perth-ave., 
for Jarrow & Hebburn Co-op. Soc. G. R. Smith & 
Partners, 7, Charlotte-ter., South Shields, architects 
for other shops in same area.—TC received loan sanc- 
tion for £17,680 for erection of four shops and eight 
maisonettes in High-st.—TC approved recommenda- 
tions by BE, Mr. H. W. T. Perkins, for establishment 
of neighbourhood centre including health centre, 
churches, club, and licensed premises in Perth-ave. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Shell-Mex & B.P., Ltd., to carry 
out alterations to their Jarrow installation, including 
erection of maintenance building, offices and canteen. 

Lanes.—EC propose following schemes in 1955/6 
schools programme:—Morecambe and Heysham Bal- 
moral-rd. Cty. (extend to four-form entry sec.) £20,000 
est.; Poulton-le-Fylde cty. (one-form entry inf. and 
jun.) £44,968; irkham cty. sec. (three-form entry 
cty. sec.) £129,030; Walton-le-Dale cty. sec. (three-form 
entry cty. sec.) £129,030; Clitheroe girls’ gram. phase 1 
{one-form entry gram.) £54,395; Colne Park cty. sec. 
(three-form entry cty. sec.) £129,030; Accrington CE 
sec. (three-form entry sec.) £140,250; Ormskirk Burs- 
cough cty. sec. (two-form entry cty. sec.) £91,080: 
Maghull cty. gram. (three-form entry gram.) £129,030; 
Shevington cty. sec. (three-form entry cty. sec.) 
£129,030; Ince-in-Makerfield CE (two-form entry inf. 
and jun.) £89,936; Leigh’ Manchester-rd. cty. sec. 
(extend to three-form entry boys’ and three-form entry 
girls’ cty.) £30,000; Leigh RC sec. (three-form entry 
sec.) £140,250; Kirkby West RC (three-form entry 
inf. and jun.) £128,480; Kirkby Northwood cty. phase 
2 (three-form entry jun.) £77,088; Kirkby West cty. 
No. 1 (two-form entry inf. and jun.) £89,936; Kirkby 
“West cty. No. 2 (two-form entry inf. and jun.) £89,936; 
Kirkby RC sec. No. 2 (three-form entry sec.) £130,250; 
Padgate cty. sec. (three-form entry cty. sec.) £129,030; 
Worsley Hulton West cty. (extend to two-form entry 
inf. and jun.) £44,968; Middieton Demesne cty., phase 
2 (two-form entry inf.) £40,150; Middleton Hollin cty. 
(two-form entry inf. and jun.) £89,936; Eccles cty. 
sec. (three-form entry cty. sec.) £129,030; Denton cty. 
sec. (three-form entry cty. sec) £129,030. Lancs Cty. 
A, G. Noel Hill, County Offices, Preston. 

Leeds.—MH&LG have given Hebden Royd UDC 
permission to erect further 28 houses at Dodd Naze, 
Hebden Bridge 

Leek.—Licensing Justices approved erection of 
public-house at Baddeley Green, for Bents Brewery 
Go:, Ltd. 

Leighton.—UDC has approved proposal for 150 
houses and bungalows on land opposite rugby field in 
Hockliffe-rd., spaced at between 10 and 12 to 
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the acre, made by private company of which Mr. A. 
Lewis, of Walthamstow, is managing director. _ 

Leyland.—UDC to invite tenders for erection of 
further 50 houses at Wade Hall estate. 

Liverpool.—City A has submitted report on the 
possible construction of further houses on Kirkby 
estate.—City C are to construct multi-storey flats at 
Boyd-st. and Mitylene-st.; also 34 demonstration 
houses on part of Brownlow Hill site. : 

Liverpool.—TC to sell or lease sites to following 
firms:—Site at South Boundary-rd., Kirkby, to Way- 
good-Otis, Ltd., London; site at corner of Brookfield- 
dr. and Atherton-rd., to Lovell & Christmas, Ltd., 
Liverpool; site at Menlove-ave. to T. Jones_& Sons 
(Liverpool), Ltd.; site at Regent-rd., to G. Davies & 
on, Ltd., 26, Chapel-st., Liverpool; site at Greek- 
st., to J. Davies & Co. (Liverpool), Ltd. 

Lymm.—British Legion propose erection of head- 
quarters on site between Grove-ave. and Newfield-rd. 
(Majority of work by Direct Labour.) ; 

Macclesfield.—RDC propose erection of eight houses 
and four bungalows at Gawsworth; 10 houses at Chel- 
ford; two bungalows at Hurdsfield; six houses and 
eight bungalows at Poynton; six houses at Rainow; 
four houses at Siddington; four bungalows at Sutton; 
and 20 houses for overspill at Poynton. 

Macclesfield.—GPO seek site at Jordangate, 
erection of building. 

Manchester.—Building to begin on four-storey meat- 
products’ factory, for T. Wall & Sons, Ltd., at God- 
ley, near Hyde, Cheshire, total floor space, 93,000 sq. 
ft. The factory, due to be completed in August, 
1955, will be sited near present ice-cream factory. 

Middlesbrough.—Main board of Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., approved extensions to cost £6m. to 
company’s works at Wilton. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans to be prepared by BE, J. A. 
Kenyon, for proposed crematorium to cost between 
£25,000 and £30,000. 

Nantwich.—UDC to apply for sanction to borrow 
£61,955 for 13 more blocks of Council flats, £28,533 
for Marsh-la. site development. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans prepared by L. J. Couves 
& Partners. Carlicl! House, for new Customs house at 
Blyth harbour. 

Newcastle-on-Tyn?.—W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling- 
wood-st., architects for two farm houses and altera- 
a to seven farm cottages at Powburn, Northumber- 
and. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling- 
wood-st., architects for lift house on roof of Fen- 
wick’s Stores, Northumberland-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
for £43,908 for erection of proposed Fawdon cty. 
prim. sch. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Hsg. Com. has had _ plans 
approved for 21 flats on two sites. Plans by City A, 
G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market.—Plans by J. G. Ryder, 
36, Great North-rd., for 12 houses in Benton Park-rd., 
and Balliol-gdns., for M. J. Liddell, approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle, prepared plans for 154 houses at Fawdon- 
la., for City Hsg. Com.—J. W. Taylor & Sons, St. 
James’-bldgs., Gallowgate, Newcastle, architects for 
proposed offices and sanitary accommodation in Bath- 
la., Newcastle, for J. Sinclair, Ltd.—Arthur & Kirkup, 
13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead, prepared plans for store 
and offices, Heaton-ter., for Glendinning & Son.— 
Northern Agricultural Appliances propose workshops 
in Maple-st. to plans by C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., 
Newcastle, 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Staffs CC propose adapta- 
tions to Lily-st. Clinic, Wolstanton. 

Northampton.—TC seek approval for erection of 
science block at gram. sch., £41,600 est. 


Northumberland.—CC propose to convert house in 
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Beech-gr., Bedlington, into occupational centre for 40 
backward children. C. C. Brown, Cty. A., Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—Cty. Civil Defence Com. seck site 
for erection of new civil defence training centre to 


replace existing premises at Darras Hall. Cty A, 
C. C. Brown, County Hall, Northallerton. 
Nottingham.—CC approved plan for building 


County Hall clock tower after receiving Min. approval, 
Of total proposed cost of £50,000, reinforced concrete 
frame of tower would be built at cost of £24,000 
leaving brickwork and interior finishing to be com- 
pleted later. 

Nottingham.—EC approved new projects for 1955- 
56, in order of priority:—Clifton, Highbank prim. sch, 
(two-form entry jun. sch.); Clifton RC prim. sch, 
(one-form entry jun. and inf. sch.); Bulwell, Blen- 
heim sec. sch.; Clifton Hall girls’ gram. sch. (new 
block); Sherwood, Daybrook Vale sec. sch.; Burford 
prim. sch. (completion); Bestwood new estate (two- 
form entry prim. sch.); Clifton sec. mod. sch. No. 3; 
Fernwood inf. sch., Wollaton; RC sec. mod. sch. at 
Wilford; CoE gram. sch. 

Nottingham.—Purchase of 535 acres at Bestwood 
from NCB approved by Nottingham City C for 
erection of 2,700 houses in four phases. First 105 
acres to be developed immediately. 

Oldbury.—TC approved plans by Worcs CC for 
erection of jun. sch. on Brandhall estate, Apsley-rd.; 
approved plans for erection of 157 houses at Kings- 
way West (Quinton) housing estate, for Smethwick 
BC; approved plans for extensions to works at Stay- 
brite Works, Narrow-la., Cakemore, for Firth-Vickers 
Stainless Steels, Ltd.; British Legion propose erection 
of new headquarters. 

Ormskirk.—Kirkby PCC propose adaptation of 
house and buildings at Cherryfield Farm as Mission 
Church and Social Centre. 

Oswestry.—RDC seek Min. approval for erection of 
45 houses at Morda. 

Otford.—Kent CC has given permission for develop- 
ment of vacant land at The Charne, Otford, by erec- 
tion of 8 flats. 

Penrith-UDC has approved plans by Cty. A, 
Portland-sq., Carlisle, for clinic at Brunswick-sq.; 12 
police houses at Carleton Hall; and additions to gram. 
sch. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—Plans for 105 houses to be built 
by UDC, approved. Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, 
Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Radcliffe-—TC seek loan £42,166 for erection of 22 
houses and 12 flats at Countess-la. site. 

Redcar.—Thompson’s Enterprises, Ltd., Palladium- 
bldgs., Middlesbrough, to rebuild Central Cinema, 
Redcar, gutted by fire eight years ago, when £30,000 
damage was done. MoW issued licence for work. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.—RDC to consider 
purchase of 100 to 200 acres of land in Avon Castle 
and Matchams estates, St. Leonards and St. Ives to 
make available for council house building. 

Rochdale.—TC to invite tenders for 140 dwellings. 
—To negotiate with J. Hobson & Sons, Ltd., Notting- 
ham, for erection of further 64 dwellings at Kirkholt 
estate. 

Rochester.—MOH&LG asked TC to furnish estimate 
of cost of providing new swimming pool. 

Rowley Regis.—F. Furnell, 25, Southwick-rd., 
Blackheath, proposes erection of petrol filling stn. and 
motor repair garage at junction of Oldbury-rd. and 
Penncricket-la., Blackheath (inquiry held). 

Salford.—TC approved plans, alterations to form 
canteen and laboratory at Bridge Mills, Holland-st.; 
use of land for erection of new factory at Upper Wharf- 
st., Salford 5, for Glo-Most Firelighter Co.; joinery 
manufacture buildings at Picton-st. and Elton-st., for 
Featly Products, Ltd.; new buildings at Liverpool-st., 
for Morris Bros. (Wearswell), Ltd.; mission-hall at 
West Dixon-st. and Gloucester-st., for Manchester 
City Mission; extensions to factory at junction Freder- 
ick-rd./Wallness-la., for Ward & Goldstone, Ltd. 

Salop.—Methodist Authorities propose erection of 
Sunday-school at Craven Arms, adjacent to Corvedale- 
rd. Church. 

Seaton Delaval—UDC propose to build 10 ol¢ 
people’s bungalows at Cramlington. Plans by S, 
T. W. Burgess, Seaton Delaval, Northumberland. 

Sedgley.—UDC received Min. approval in principle 
for erection of flats at Gibbons Hill. 

Sheffield.—Compulsory purchase order sought by 
City C for further 157 acres at Gleadless, making 475 
acres for projected three-unit estate of 5,000 houses. 

Shipley.—West Riding CC propose erection of new 
inf. sch. at Poplar-rd. 

Shrewsbury.—BC propose erection of crematorium 
at London-rd., £42,000 est. 

Silsden.—UDC approved plans for light engineering 
workshop at Mitchell-la,, for T. B. Smith. 

Skelmersdale.—UDC to invite tenders for 25 dwell- 
ings at Manor House Farm site. 

Southport.—Corp. Publicity and Attractions Com. 
approved scheme, cost £43,000, for extension of 
Marine-dr. to enclose large area of foreshore on sea 
ward side of lake. J. Gaskin, acting BE. 

Stafford.—MoW propose erection of workshop 4 
Stafford Gaol, £12,000 est. 

Staffs.—CC propose erection of branch libraries at 
Wednesfield and Brownhills, £10,000 each est.—New¥ 
clinics at Willenhall, Stafford, Newcastle-under-Lym®, 

£15,000 each est.—New occupation centre at Rowley 
Regis, £25,700 est.; and welfare hostel at Kingswinford, 
£40,000 est. 
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Stafls.—CC propose adaptations of High House 
Home, Dawlish, as home for delicate children and 
holiday home. 

Stalybridge.—Cheshire CC propose erection of new 
woodwork room and a at Stalybridge West 
Hill mod. sec. sch. for boys. 

Stockport.—Work to commence in July on erection 
of new police headquarters in John-st., £185,000 est.— 
TC approved plans: Garment factory and offices at 
Craig-rd., for J. E. Cardwell & Co., Ltd.; extensions 
to factory and erection of new canteen at Kayborough 
Works, Hurst-st., for Kay Bros., Ltd.; Apostolic 
Church at Broadstone-rd., Reddish, for H. E. Coote. 

Stourbridge.—TC to negotiate with Smiths Building 
Systems (Birmingham), Ltd., for erection of 80 non- 
traditional houses at Pedmore Fields estate. 


Sunderland.—RDC received Government approval 
to building of 36 more houses, cost £43,123. Plans by 
s, C. Emmerson, The Esplanade, Sunderland. 


Sunderland.—Major road schemes costing £400,000 
planned by TC, and grants amounting to £125,000 are 
expected. BE, J. E. Lewis, 27, Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC considering erection of two- 
bedroom type houses.—TC offered site near Village 
Park to North Riding CC’ for erection of home for 
old people.—R. Cowan, Finkle-st., Stockton, pre- 
pared development plan for land near The Green 
(Whitehouse Farm) for Skeen & Keelan, builders, 
Thornaby. 

Tow Law.—UDC instructed their S, E. Barker, 
prepare plans and details for 50 houses to saalane 
slum clearance. 


Tynemouth.—During 1955-56 EC intends commenc- 

ing work on proposed Lynn-rd. RC sec. sch. and 
Argyle-ter. tech. sch. 

Warrington.—BC approved plans, new buildings at 
Princess-st., for John Roberts, of Manchester, Ltd.; 
12 houses at Fitzherbert-st., for E. Thornton; garages 

at Mersey Mills, Howley, for Cheshire, Shropshire & 
North Wales Farmers’ Assoc., Ltd.; extensions and 
alterations to St. Barnabas Church, Lovely-la., for 
PCC of St. Barnabas Church; alterations to shop at 
8, Bridge-st.. for Gaskell Bros.; SFC extension at 
Factory-la., for Joseph Crosfield & Sons. 

Warwickshire.—EC seek Min. approval for follow- 
ing schemes in 1954-5 schools programme: Extensions 
at Bedworth Nicholas Chamberlaine cty. sec. sch., 
£174,000 est.; erection of Blackdown cty. sec. sch., 
£195,000 est.; erection of Coleshill Kings Hurst Hali 
cty. jun. sch., £56,500 est.: erection of Solihull Dayles- 
ford cty. inf. sch., £42, 000 est.; ; extensions and adap- 
lations at Sutton’ Coldfield high sch., £37,000 est.; 
completion of instalment of Warwick Beauchamp cty. 
sec. sch., £106,000. 


West Bromwich.—Trustees of Hill Top Methodist 
= propose erection of new church at junction 
New-st./ Hill Top. 


Whaley.—UDC seek approval for erection of aged 
persons’ bungalows at Brookfield. 


Whitehaven.—CC approved in principle erection of 
50 houses at Holmewood. 


Worthing.—Licensing Officer of M of W has 
approved application to erect four shops and flats in 
Findon-rd. in principle at sum of about £12,500. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 
Aspull.—12 houses at Hilton House site, for UDC: 
*Direct Labour, £14,757. 


Ayr.—Erection of 46 houses at Community Ground, 
Daimalling. Thomas O’Brien, MIMunE, ARIBA, 
architect, Municipal-bldgs., High- -st., Ayr: *Weir Cor- 
poration, Ltd., Calder-st., Whifflet, Coatbridge. 

Ballymena RDC.—Laying and jointing of water 
main from gauge tank at Greenhill to site of service 


reservoir at Ahoghill (length approx. 124 miles): 
} 7 Construction Co., Ltd., Ballymena, 


Bebington.—Contract No. 1 
la. housing estate, for BC 
AMICE, AMIMunE, BE&S, 
Bebington: — 


Mohin (Bebington), Ltd., Higher Bebington £78,875 
. Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Ellesmere Port, 


. 44 houses at Teehey- 
T. H. McGrath, BEng, 
** Brackenwood,”’ Higher 


‘Cheshire 63,713 
J _L. Rawsthorne, Ltd., " Wallasey, Cheshire 61.753 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, 

Cheshire 60.880 
J. Boyd'& Co., Ltd., Moreton, Cheshire 59,535 
Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., 

Birkenhead 59,000 


(Subject. to MOH&LG approval.) | 
piinsham- -on-Tees.—Erection of 109 houses in the 
oseberry-rd. area, for UDC: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd.. 
West Hartlepool. 

Brighton.—Remodelling “of canteen of Varndean 
sc. girls’ sch, for EC: *Yates (Bow), Ltd., £8,450. 
woirmingham.—Following for EC:—Erection of 
yehall Farm prim. jun. and inf. sch.: *James Miller 
Partners, Snring Vale Hocklev, £71,472. Erection 
of Yenton prim. inf.: *Percy W. Cox, Ltd., Grove- 
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la., Birmingham, £42,977. 
at Trescott-rd. prim. sch.: 


Five additional classrooms 
*F. Deeley, Ltd., 210, 


High-st., Harborne, £12,272: Two practical rooms at 
Golden Hillcock: *J. T. Harris, Ltd., 1, Oakwood- 
rd., £5,388. 


Blackpool.—Erection of dining-room and scullery at 
Claremont sec. mod. sch., for EC: *R. Fielding & 
Son, Stanhope-rd. Works, Blackpool, £6,874. 

Brierley. Hill.—46 flats and two shops at Swan-la. 
estate, for TC: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., £63,308. 

Cheltenham.—Erection of 129 dwellings on the Arle 
and Hesters Way estate: *Holborow & Son, Ltd., 
£193,818 (subject to Ministry approval), 

Consett.—Erection of new gram. sch. at an est. cost 
of £220,000: *Gallagher, Ltd., Blackhill. 

Croydon.—Erection of a further 68 dwellings on 
the north section of the New Addington housing estate: 
tGrace & Marsh, Ltd., £102,033. 


Croydon.—Erection of further 98 dwellings on the 
north section of the New Addington housing estate: 
tWates, Ltd., Norbury, SW16, £145,762. y 

Dover.—Erection of houses on the Aycliffe estate, 
for TC: *Groombridge & Binfield, £11,640 (8); *Hedge- 
cock Bros., £7,023 (6). 

Edinburgh.—Erection of sch., est. to cost £100,000. 
A. Steele (A), City-chbrs., High-st., Edinburgh. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works: *J. 
Smart, Ltd., 6, Castle-st. Plumbing, sanitary engineer- 
ing and allied works: *Hugh Twaddle & Son, Ltd., 142, 
Buccleugh-st. Joinery, carpentry and allied works: 
*Peter Nimmo & Sons, Ltd., Fountainbridge Sanitary 
Works, Newbridge, Midlothian. Roof plumbing and 
allied works: *Patrick Knox & Sons, Ltd., 31, Crigh- 
ton-st. Glazing and woe works: *The City Glass & 
Glazing Co., Ltd., The Cowgate. Roof asphalting and 
allied works: *William Briggs & Sons, Ltd., Dundee 
and Murrayfield. Plaster, lathing, cement, floor 
finishing and allied works: *Thomas Cunningham & 


Co., Ltd., 62, High-st., Dunbar, East Lothian. (All 
others of Edinburgh.) 
Glasgow.—Erection of refuse disposal works at 


Polmadie-rd., for Corp. ‘City A and Planning Officer, 
Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow: *Robert 
Loudon & Co., Ltd., 80, King-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Erection of a sec. sch. at Lightburn, for 


Corp. John MacNab (F), Education A, Bath-st., 
Glasgow: *A. M. MacDougall & Co., Ltd., 24, 
Davaar-st., London-rd., Glasgow, £487,915 


Glasgow.—Erection of wash-houses and baths at 
Paterson-st., Paisley-rd., for the Corp. City A and 
Planning Officer, Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glas- 
gow: *James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Dalmarnock-rd., 
Rutherglen, Lanarkshire, £65,599. 

Hawarden (Flints).—60 houses at Hope estate, for 
RDC: *Alun Edwards & Co., Cefnybedd, Wrexham. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of branch stores in 
Victoria-rd. West, for Jarrow & Hebburn Co-op. Soc 
Ltd.,. Albert-rd., Jarrow. Plans by CWS Architects’ 


Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *CWS 
— Dept., West Blandford-st., Newcastle-on- 
'yne. 


Hebden Royd.—Erection of 26 houses at Dodd Naze, 
Hebden Bridge, together with mains and footpaths, 
for TC: *Oldfield Watson, £32,964 
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Hexham.—Conversion of former Methodist Church 
into Calor-Gas showrooms and offices, for George 
Cairns & Sons, Herrington Burn, Co. Durham: *Direct 
Labour. 

Hornchurch.—Erection of 44 maisonettes on the 
Front-la. housing site, for BC: *W. & J. Weatherhead, 
Ltd., £56,858 (subject to MOH&LG approval). 

Iikeston.—50 houses (Scheme 28), for BC: *Rice & 
Beck, Ltd., High-rd., Toton, Beeston, £63,143. 

Kensington.—Erection of eight flats on the site of 
10, 12 and 14, Cambridge-gdns.: {W. Walkerdine, 
Ltd., £17,296. 

Kensington.—Erection of eight flats on the sites of 
19-27 (odd), Acklam-rd., four flats and two maison- 
ettes on the sites of 10, 12 and 14, Blagrove-rd. and 
18 flats on the sites of 9-14 (consec.), Paddington-rd. 
and 294-296, Portobello-rd.: ~J. A. Tyler & Sons, 
Ltd., £50,543. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of a factory for A. J. Por- 
tel, Ltd., Lower Church-gate, Leicester, at East Kil- 
bride. Baron Bercott (F), architect, 118, Blythswood- 
st., Glasgow: *Hugh Leggat & Co., Ltd., Gladstone- 
pl., Barrhead, Renfrewshire. 

Lancs.—Adaptations at Christ the King Presbytery, 
Walkden, as additional accommodation for Worsley 
Hulton St. Edmunds RC sch.: *E. B. Jones & Rawlin- 
son, Ltd., Leaf-sq., Salford, £2,825. 

Leicestershire.—Work for CC. T. A. Collins, 
ARIBA, County A, 123, London-rd., Leicester. Sir 
Robert Martin sec. mod. sch., Anstey: *F. Perks & 
Son, Ltd., Long Eaton, Nottingham, £140,234. 
Hinckley Burbage sec. mod. sch.: *A. Roberts & Co., 
Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq., Victoria, London, SWI, 
£138,399. 

Leyland.—108 dwellings and 65 dwellings at Wade 
Hall estate, for UDC: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 
Hulton, nor. Bolton, £133,735 and £83, 265. 46 dwell- 
ings: *J. & J. Bullough (Contractors), Ltd., Gordon- 
st., Chorley, £59,697. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
London Midland region:— 

Accommodation for parcels office staff at Birming- 
ham Central Station: *Jeffrey & Sons, Ltd., 51, Cato- 
st., Birmingham. Claims office annexe at Broad-st. 
goods depot, London: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
100, Park-la., London, W1. Improved lavatory ac- 
commodation at Ardwick East goods depot: *R. Part- 
ington & Sons, Ltd., Lodge-st., Middleton, nr. Man- 
chester. Labour only for the * cleaning and painting 
of Northampton Castle Passenger station: *Wm. 
Latimer & Co., Ltd., 10, Archbold-ter., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne 2 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways:— 


Annual survey and overhaul to ss ‘‘ Edith,’’ *The 
London Graving Dock Co., Ltd., West India Graving 
Dock, Preston-rd., London, E14. Renewal of per- 
manent way in the Peterborough district, *Tersons, 
Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, London, N3. Recon- 
struction of roof to unclaimed goods warehouse at 
King’s Cross goods depot, *R. F. Herron, Ltd., 1, 
Station-par., Ickenham-rd., Ruislip, Middlesex. Con- 
struction of occupation road overbridge No. 21 
between Gedling and Daybrook, *Wellerman Bros., 
Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 

LCC.—The undermentioned contracts, exceeding 
£2,500 in value, have been placed by LCC during 
period ended March 31:— 

Erection of classroom huts at Borough Beaufoy cty. 
sec. sch., Lambeth, and Kingsgate cty. prim. sch., 
Hampstead: *Siggs & Chapman, Ltd., £8, 335. 
Passenger and service lifts at Quintin sch., West- 
minster: *Bennie Lifts, Ltd., £3,172. Superstructure 
to county complements of Burlington sch. and St. 
Clement Dane’s gram. sch., Hammersmith: *Tersons, 
Ltd., £515,773. Hostel at 90, Leigham Court-rd., 
Streatham: *C. H. Gibson, Ltd.. £56,090. Accommo- 
dation at Star sec. sch., Fulham: *Triggs & Co., 
£5,388. Play facilities at Starcross sec. sch., St. Pan- 
cras: *George Bell & Sons, Ltd., £4,337. Additional 
classrooms at Dunraven sec. sch., Streatham, SWI6: 
*Siggs & Chapman, £4.960. Erection of ancillary 
buildings at Orchard Lodge playing fields, Anerley, 
Penge: *Flowitt & Co., £34,415. 

Erection of Studley-rd. prim. sch., Lambeth: *Bunt- 
ing Construction Co., Ltd., £101,527. Electrical in- 
stallation at Moorfields prim. sch., Finsbury: *Buch- 
anan Curwen, £3,97 External painting of 507 
cottages and flats at Harold Hill Estate, Essex: *C. & 
T. Painters, Ltd., Willesden, £6,574. Painting works 
at the College for the Distributive Trades and St. 
Martin’s Sch. of Art, Charing Cross-rd., Westminster: 
*T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., £8.149. Painting works 
at Brixton Day College, Clapham-rd. annexe, Lam- 
beth: *H. Turnbull & Co., £2,895. Erection of Wim- 
bledon Parkside No. 2 prim. sch.: *W. J. Simms, 
Sons & Cooke, Ltd., £87.181. Erection of extension 
to Norwood tech. college: *W. J. Cearns, Ltd.. £67,513. 
Provision of prefabricated dining hut at Keyworth 
prim. sch., Southwark: *William Blood, Ltd., £6,161. 


{London (War Dept). eg s placed by WD 
during week ended March 27, 1954 


Yorkshire: Painting and denteetion. S. Moss & 
Sons, Halifax. Hampshire: Building work, E. J. 
Local (Putney), Ltd., London, SW15. Devonshire: 


Miscellaneous, Theo Bouttens & Sons, Ltd., Torquay. 
Berkshire and Wiltshire: Garden work. F. J. Cox- 
head (Sports). Ltd., London, E15. Middlesex: Street 
lighting installation, Grierson, Ltd., London, , 
Shropshire: Track repairs, General Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., Birmingham. 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—Erection of doctors’ 
geries at Brown-ave., for UDC: * 


sur- 
‘Wm. Plowman & 
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Co., Ltd., 
Notts, £7,354. 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of 80 houses at Park End, 


High-st., 


Huthwaite, 


Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
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$2 .. (BB: Kenyan: *R. B. Bainbridge, High- 
, Stockton, 30 ie *J. Gilmore & Son, Marton- 
ae Middlesbrough, 26 ‘houses; and *R. C. McInnes, 
Cumberland- rd., Middlesbrough, 24 houses. 
Middlesbrough.—Alterations and additions to pre- 
mises in Norton-st., for A. Jones &.Co. Architects, 
Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: 


*Stephen Coates, Ltd., Langbaurgh-pl., North 
Ormesby, Middlesbrough. 
Middlesbrough.—Conversion of ‘‘ Brackenhoe,”’ 


Ladgate-la., into licensed premises for Vaux & Asso- 
ciated Breweries, Ltd. Architects, Kitching & Co., 
21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: *Snowdon Bros., Ltd., 
Belford-rd., Sunderland. 

Middlesbrough.—Supply, fabrication and erection of 
steelwork, for the proposed Middle Beck No. 2 cty. 
sec. sch., for EC. Education A, P. R. Middleton: 
*Lothian Structural Developments, Ltd., East 
Lothian, £18,858 

Newcastle.—Erection of a petrol store for John 
Herring & Co., Ltd., Water-st., Newcastle: *J. T. Wil- 
kinson & Partners, Scotswood, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of proposed North 
Fawdon prim. sch., for EC. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle. Quantity Surveyors, Curley 
& Edwards, Eldon-sq., Newcastle: *A. Anderson (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Stanmore-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£38,721 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Sch., Crackley Bank, for 
BC. BE&S, J. W. Tonge, BSc, AMICE, MIMunE, 
AMTPI. Architect, J. Starkey, LRIBA. Quantities 

«by H. E. Matthews:— 
Cornes (Construction), Ltd., wasamiaide Staffs = 84 


L. Bates, Ltd., Burslem. 
G. A. Poole, Ltd., Newcastle ‘ 49°908 
Robert Nabney, Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent 48,570 


Madew & Wardle, Ltd., Newcastle .. 
C. Cornes & Son, Stoke-on-Trent |. 
*Stephen Heath & Sons, Ltd., Brunswick-st., 
Newcastle, Staffs 47,531 
North Shields.—Extending and rebuilding westnbenns 
at the corner of Lawson-st..and Thrift-st., for J. Hogg 
& Son (North Shields), Ltd.: *J. W. Ellis & Co., Great 
North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Northumberland.—Erection of gram. sch. at Killing- 
worth, for CC. Cty. A Brown, County Hall, 
Newcastle: *A. Anderson (Contractors), Ltd., 
more-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £109,641. 
Northumberland.—Erection of prim. sch. at Long- 


Stan- 
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benton, for CC. C. C. Brown, Cty A, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *A. Anderson (Contractors), Ltd, 
Stanmore-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £115,000. 

North Westmorland.—Erection of 10 houses, fo; 
RDC: *R. E. Reay, Penrith, Cumberland. 


Nottingham.—Erection of new women’s hostel g 
Woodborough-rd., for TC: *John Cawley, Ltd., 15), 
Canal-st., Nottingham. 

ee for EC:—Site works, etc., a 
Winthorpe-rd. CP s Newark: *E. Coleman, Ltd. 
20, Diamond-ave., East Kirkby, £27,305. Aluminium 
components: “Bristol Aeroplane Co. » Ltd., Weston. 
Super-Mare, £20,679 

Preston.—150 heen and 16 bungalows at Brookfielj 
estate, for TC: *Pius A. Baines & Son (Preston), 
Ltd., Ribble Saw Mills, Paley-rd., Preston. 

Rushden.—14 houses for UDC: *Brown & Stokes, 
Ltd., Higham Ferrers, £17,999. 46 houses: *F. & R. 
Windsor, Ltd., Rushden, £60,578. 

Salisbury and Wilton.—Erection of 10 houses 4 
Laverstock (Ford) and four houses and two bungalows 
at Wishford, for RDC: *Reema Construction Co,, 
Ltd., £14, 341 and £7,894 (subject to Ministry approval), 

Sedgley.—Houses at George-rd. housing estate, for 
UDC: *Titford -Property Co., Ltd., New-rd., Langley 
(72); *Nathan Hyde, 6, Claremont-rd., Sedgley (76). 

Skipton.—Four houses at Si alae estate, for 
RDC: *T. Atkinson & Son, 

South Shields.—Erection of * bungalows in Ridley. 
gr. and six houses in Marsden-rd.: *J. W. Ridley, St, 
Mary’s-ave., South Shields. 

South Shields.—Erection of 60 houses in Highfield. 
rd. and Highfield-gr. (part of new estate providing for 
450 houses): *William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton-st, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 36 houses at South Hylton, 
for RDC. C. Emmerson, S: *Direct Labour, £43,123, 

Tynemouth.—Preparation of site and constructing 
foundations for proposed fire »- and ambulance depot 
at Marden, for TC. BE, O’herlihy, 16, North. 
umberland-sq., North Shields: MBame & Co., Pandon- 
bidgs., City- -rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £12,276. 

Whitley Bay.—Erection of mod. sch., for North 
umberland EC. Cty. A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Hastie D. Burton, Ltd., King. 
st., North Shields, £128,615. 

ee houses at Gathurst-la., Shevington, for 

: *J. W. Liptrot & Co., Ltd., Brook- la., Pember- 
ton. 

Worcestershire.—Works for EC:—Erection of Stour. 
bridge College of Further Education: *A. H. Guest & 

o., Ltd., £122,624. Erection of Oldbury Brandhall 
cty, prim. sch.: *J. Harper & Sons, Ltd., £47,485, 

York.—Erection of five blocks of six garages on 
various sites: *F. Shepherd & Sons, Ltd., £5,552. 
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